County agency’s goal:
open neighborhoods

By Ralph R, Echlinow
statt writer

A new govermment-funded agency
anning to bring black and white peo-
ple together in  neighborheods
throughout Oakland County is ex-
pected to begin operation soan.

Ann Wettlaufer of Birminghun
and Barbara Talley of Southficid
ptan to open the Oakland County
Center for Open Eousing on 12 Mile
Road in Fariningten Hills carly next
month

The agency’s ajm will be to get
Wack people 1o move into white Oak-
Jand County neighborhoods and vice
versa by providing home shoppers
with exte: e infarmation on what
lable in the county.
Altheugh blacks and vavcasians are
expected o be predominent in the
agency's work, all ethnic groups will
be served.

Wetttaufer and Talley will give
home, condnminium or apartment
shoppers informatlon on housing op-
portunities in  Oakland County.
Wettlaufer said that  real-estate
agents don't always give home
shoppers a complete picture of what
homes are available in the county
due to preconceived notlons about
where people want to five,

“Realtors sometimes make as-
smnptivns about where people want
to live,” she said, *1 think they as-
sume that white people want to live
in white neighborhoods and black
people want ta live in black nelgh-
horhoods."

HOME BUYERS' conceptions
about other races also play a role in
preventing racial diversity in hous-
ing, Talley said. “People want to live
where their own live,” she said.
“(akland County has a tr it

‘(A customer) may not know that he’s
being steered. We need to educate
people before they get to a Realtor.’

— Ann Wettlauter
Open Housing Center

religious graups are cautious (about
moving into certain neighborkoods),”
she sald. “To extend a hand of w
come can only be a positive thing."

Another Oakland County real es-
tate agent, Julle Neen of Cranbrook
Realtors In Birmingham, sald agents
generally try harder to please mi-
norities because they're afraid of
being sued, She sald minorities are
generally very sensitive and quick to
assume that a Realtor isn't trying
hard crough to pleasc them. “We go
out of our way to accomenodate any
minority," she sald.

The Qakland County Center for
Open Housing plans to supply home
shoppers  with information an
schools along with other community
information to help them decide
where to buy a home. Talley and
Wettlaufer alse hope to cenduct
neighborhood tours and put home
shoppers In contact with residents of
areas they might be interested in.

The City of Southfield and South-
field Public Schools have given
$80,000 to the open housing center,
cnough 10 operate for one year. Tal-
ley said she hopes to get state grants
in the future as well as moncy from
ather Oakland County communitles.

“WE BELIEVE IN fair housing,”
said Nimrod Rosenthal, Southfield’s
director of communlty relations.

eld's black has in-

lousing market that has not been
publicized to a lot of peaple.”

Carol Frick, a real-estate agent
with Max Broock Inc. of Birming-
ham, supports the open housing cen-
ter, but sajd “steering” of home
buyers to certaln neighborhoods by
Rualtors doesnt happen often. “If
steering happens, it is the rare ex-
ception,” she said, “For years and
we have been Inundated (with
nings not to steer people to cers
tinn neighborhoods).”

Wettlaufer disagrees. “(A custom-
er) may not know that he’s being
steered,” she said. “We aced to edu-
cate peeple before they get to a Re-
altor ™

“rick snid that even though Real-
tors do all they ean to accommodate
minorities, the open bouslng center
is @ pood idea “Certain ethnic and

=

creased steadily In the last 10 years,
from 9 percent in 1980 to an estimat-
ed 25-30 percent now,

Roscenthal sald this Is not the harb-
inger of what eventually will be a
predominantly black Southfteld pop-
ulation, bul rather the sign of a
stable, integrated community.
“Southtield is integrated, and so far
it is a successful story,” he said.

Tulley, a former Southfield coun-
cilwoman who resigned last year,
satd Southfield fs in the forefront of
the (ntegeatlon move. “Southfletd is
what we consider a model city as far
as racial diversity is concerned,” she
said. “It is working very hard to
tmainiain its integrated diversity.”

Talley said that other county com-
taunities also are becoming racially
diverse. "Blacks are alrcady moving
into Farmington Hills, Birmingham

. . .commitment
to fair housing
binds 2 women

By Rolph R. Echlinaw
statt writer

A SB.year-old black woman and
farmer Southfivld city counciiwom-
an, Barbara Talley, said, “Fair hous-
ing has been something that's been
very dear to me for many, many
years”

She and her husband moved into a
predominantly white Detroit ncigh-
borbood in the 19505 and “were

rd with resentment,” she said, 1
Buvss it was juat feac.”

Later, in the late 1960s, Talley
suid she was turaed away frem a
California ncighborhood where she
had hoped to buy a house. She sald
she was told that property values
would decrease if she moved in,

Talley and Ann Wettlaufer of Blr-
mingham met each other 20 years
ago through the League of Women
Volers but haven't teained up togeth:
er untib now. Wettlaufer was onc of
the original board members who
started the open housing agency. She
resigneld her place on the board
when named co-director.

WETTLAUFER HAS made 2 ca-
reer of falr housing advocacy, hav-
ing waged a campaign for passage of
Birmingham's falr houslng ordi-
nance in 1968. She served as a staff
member of the Fair Housing Center
of Metropolitan Detrolt for six years
and now sits on that organization's
board of dlrectors.

Both women believe strongly In
what they're dolng. Talley has a spe-
cial concern, having seen segrega-
tivn and ractal prejudice from a per-
sonal perspective.

1 see the effects of polarization
and segregatlon in housing,” she
said. “How it impacts upon soclety.
How [t further impacts on unem.
ployment, the cost of homes, the in-
ahility of people to learn from one
another.”"

Blacks, Talley sald, “have been
put In a position of always having te
prove ourselves, It's time that white
people take us as we are. Let's get on
with this integration that we say we
beileve in. Let’s forget about the
past and decide to live In harmony.”

Weekend auditions set
for county talent show

Open auditlons for performers of
alt ages will be held March 10-11 for
the Oakland Talent Extravaganza,

Auditlons are at 2 p.am., Saturday,
Masch 10, at the Oak Park Commu-
nity Center, Oak Park Boulevard
and Coolldge Iighway and Sunday,
Miuch 11, at the Waterford Oaks Ac-
tivity Center, Watklns Lake Road be-
tween Pontlac Lake and Scott Lake
Roads near Pontlac.

The auditlons are open ta musl-
cians, singers, comedians, dancers
and actors. Group and individual
acts will be weleome.

“Partivipants of all ages and skl
Tevels wilh have the chance to ham it
up' for u varicty of prlzes,” said

Jackie McParlane, Oakland County
Parks recreatlon supervisor,

The acts will be limited to (ive
minutes with & maximum five-min-
ute set-up period.

All applicants will be accepted on
i flrst-come, first-served basls, with
a $5 per act reglstration fee.
Winners of cach group will be eligi-
ble for competillon {n the Oakland
Counly Talent Extravaganza Sun-
day, March 25 at the Merey Center
in Farmington Hills.

Prizes will be awarded in four
age-group categorles: 15 and under,
16-24, 25-55 and 55 and older.

For more information, call 858
G906,

and Bloomiictd Hills,” she sald.

The Oakland County Center for
Open Housing operation is 100 per-
cent subsidized by local government.
s services will be given free, Talley
sald. She stressed, howuver, that
“We are not in the real estate busi-
ness per se. We hope 1o work with
peaple before they go to a Realtor.”

The South Qakland County Board
of Realtors supports the agency’s efs
fort, as does the Birmingham-
Bloomfield Task Force on Race Re-
Ialldons and Ethnic Diversity, she
said.
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Ann Weltlaufer (left) and Barbara Talley will deal with all
open housing,

HUDSON'S OPEN MON. SAT.
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of Qakland County in pursuit of

A
COMPLIMENTARY
DOCKERS
T-SHIRT
OR
SPORT BAG

IS
YOUR GIFT

with the purchase of any regular-
priced Dockers® slacks ior men,

We have a huge
assortment of Levis?
Dockers! in our
selection, all 100%
washed cotton with that
tamous relaved fit. To
top it off, with every pair
of regular-priced men's
Levits® Duckens® slacks
you buy, you can pick-up
cither a Dockers™ t-shirt®
or sport bag* with vur
compliments, Shown:
Dochers* twill pleat
slacks. $33. Men's Slacks.
Purchase uny regulare
priced Dockers® for

women, and receive a
complimentary Dackers?
t-shirts Women's
Sportswear Collection.
Total gitt vods in 4l Hidvon's
tores Inted 60UG

“While quantitics fast

10+9: OPEN SUNDAY 12.4.
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