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By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal writer

" Three masterpleces {rom the center of the standard
repertoire were presented by the Detroit Syanphony Or-
chestra when muste director Gunther Herblg returned
to the podium.

They were the Symphony No. 5 by Schubert, the Plano
Concerto in A Minor by Schumann and the Symphony
No. 4 {"Italian™) by Mendclssohn. Jutta Czapski, wife of
Maestro Herbig and an internationally recognized pla-
nist In her own right, was the solist in the Schumann
concerto.

Among concerti for solo instrument and orchestra, 1
-can’t recall one that Is more of hazardeus for for the

ives fami

the keyboard. Czapski was the latest one to encounter
some misfortune with this work at Friday's perform-
ance. A lapse in the coda to the last movement caused
her m fose her positlon, regaining her stride a few pages
tatul

Als NIGHTMARISH as such lapses are to a perform.
er, It is a fact of Yife that they happen, even to the best
In splte of thelr visibility, such Isolated lapses have li
e bearing on the competence and musictanship of the
performer.

This performance had many posltlve aspects. Among
them was smoath intermingling of the roles between the
piano and the orchestra. There was a singlng quality to
some of the themes In the flrst movement. Czapski
rubato was treme, but 1 y Her-

At times it seemed that the piano was too timid — not
sufficiently assertive, But the generally delicate ap-
proach had merit of its own. Czapski coped well with
many of the technically diflicult passages, especially
seme of the awkward arpeggios In the {inal movement.
Un Saturday’s repeat performance, which 1 dldn’t at-
tend, Czapski reportedly performed this concerto with.
out a hitch.

Schubert’s Symphony No. 5 is frequently perceived as
a carefree work with light texture and attractive melo-
dies. Herbig presented it with a much more substantial
impact. 1 weould have preferred a lighter touch In the
upening movement. In the final movement, however,
the more robust approach, emphasizing some of the in-
tricate counterpoint, was most appropriate, For those

g

ar works a fresh touch

MENDELSSOIN'S ITALIAN Symphony was per-
formed wilh utimost accuracy and discipline, but In
tnanner that didn't diminish its joy. While its radiating
warmth might not have been sufficient 1o melt the ice
on our driveways, it Inspired many of us 10 cope with it.
The serene theme of he sceond movement came
through dignifted, but with poetic substance, whlch kept
it alive without sounding too forma).

The unusual third movement was majestic without
being urnﬂs) Thc ..mmy of the outer movements didn't
he well rapd

bursts in the lmnl movement made the performance of
this popular work into a major teiumph, It this sympho-
ny may he assoviated with Halian spaghetti, this course

suloist than this une. The vietims which I have wit-
nessed were several internationally known masters of
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