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ELECTED tosing.
Farmingten Comumunity
orus been seleeted

as one of the National An-
them performers for the Detroit
Plstons thls season. The §9 volces
will be belllng oul The Star Spah-
gled Banner at 7:30 p.m, before the
game starts Tucsday evenlng. The
game will be televised oo WKBD,
Channel 50,

‘The singers are under the dlrec-
tion of Donald Stremberg and arc
accompanied by Susan Garr.

© BUSY spring.

l-‘nrm!ngton school omclnls witl
be busy this spring, not only with
ongolng bullding pmjccu but with
curriculum coneerns,

In March, trustees will hear a
report on roposcd programs- for
.lhc new Hillside Elementary. Lat-
cr In the spring, they wiil hear
wore about glited education and a
finn} recommendation on the High-
meadow Common Campus pllot.
Stay tuned. |

Memog‘lane

25'yenrs ago: '
& Hunters Ridge — a 100-
acre, 1,000-unit residéntial
-—was dto

By Joanno Maliszowski
stalf wrlier

«_Farmington Townshlp
voters made it clear at the polls
that they were strongly opposed
to granting pay ralses in the
atmount so proposed to the
supervisor, clerk and treasurer,

® Robert Lindbert,
Farmington’s loagest serving
mayor, [s stepping down after 12
years of service on the elty
council.

~ Farmingtos Enterprise,
. Feb, l(H’l 1885

This week

THBCHRISTIANWH

of Lent {s launched thls
week with a serles
titled “it’s & Small
World" at 7:30 p.m, Sunday in
First United Methodist Church of
Farmington, 33112 Grand River,
Uslng an Internatfonal theme, the
series continucs on Sundays
through April 1.
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Farmington HIIIs resident Bt Smith watched
flooding waters swell 15 fect away from his Nor-
mandy Hills house late Thursday.

Meanwhlle, 35 Farmington buslnesses and res-
idents were ticketed for falllng to shovel the ice
and stushy snow from their sidewnlks,

“It's surrounding me. I'm like a little island.
It’s the (Rouge) rlver and the drainage system —
that's where it's coming from,” Smith satd,

‘Warmer temperatures and almost three inches
of raln Thursday wreaked havec In some areas
of F and F Hiils as fced
ered culverts and filled catch basins Nooded
sotme roads, subdivisions and basements.

As the ralns fell, many in Farmington Hills
erossed thelr fingers that there wouldn't be a re-
play of last June's major fli I:3

"Once It can’t get down the culverts I flood,"
said Smith, who had more than $2,500 In damage
from floodIng in June.

Though not as bad as the 1989 floods, Thurs.
day's raln caused flooding In some in

Rain and snow
Late winter one-two poses flooding threat

‘It's surrounding me. I'm like a
little istand. It's the (Rouge)
river and the drainage system
~— that's where it's coming

from.’
— Bill Smith
Hills resident

RAHDY RORST/stalt pholographor

This stretch of Halsted, about a quarter of a mile south of 14 Mile in Farmington Hills, tloeded during Thursday’s rains. This
part of the road is near the Minnow Pond area.

storm by Issuing tickels, “We started getting a
lot of complaints from residents and mal} carri-
ers,” Cox said.

As Friday broughl colder temperatures and
rain turned te snow, a new set of problems ar-
rived for the community.

“We've had our share of accldents this morn-
ing,"” sald Cox,

Sgt. Ray Crantsaon of the Farmington Hllls Po-

lice Dep traffic section had the same

5 p.m. Thursday, causing basement backups, said
Z‘nm Blasell, Farmington Hills publle services
Ireetor.

ONE OF THE first arcas of Farmington llls
to flood — Halsted, south of 14 Mile — also lived
up to Its notoriety as water again spilled over the
roadway.

“A Tot of this is due to culverts covered with
{ce and as a result It backs up,” Biasell satd.

The amount of the raln wasn‘t so much the
problem, he contlnued, as much as it was the
warm temperatures that melted the existing
mounds of ice and snow.

F didn’t esca, as base-

the Kendallwood subdlvision, cast and west of
Farmington Road, north of 12 Mile.

The Lincolnshire subdivision, south of 11 Mile,
cnsx or Middle‘wh. experienced the same.

ments flooded In the Bel Alre subdivislon, south
of 10 Mile, west of Orchard Lake Road, sald
Commander Tom Cox of the Farmington Depart-
ment of Publle Safety.

that
runs dnwn Middtebelt was already overloaded by

F; pollce were also deallng with the
problem of unshoveled snow from an carlier

news Frldny, “We haven't had bad or major mul-
tiple Infury accldents. But we brought the day
suppon shift in early primarily because of the
SnOW,

Durlng the Thursday's heavy rainfall, Farm-
ington Hllls pelice recorded one weather-related
accident. “Today (Friday), we're getting
moabbed.”

A Farmington Hills moterist Thursday sul-
fered a broken nose as the warm temperatures
caused melting blocks of ice to drop from the
Harrison HIgh Schoo! footbrldge over 1-696. The
lee shattered his car windshleld, causing an esti-
mated $700 damage, according to a pollee re-

rt.
Pﬂmrly Friday, seven cars in three separate ae-
cidents, collided on Farminglon Road, north of
10 Mile, within seconds of each other. The motor-
ists suffered minor Injurles, Cranston said.
“Between 7:30 and 9 a.m. (Friday), we had a
real rash of accidents,” Cranston added.
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Highway sign check finds danger

You can place your :}ld anyday

of the week. Office hours aré
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday -
‘Thursday; 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Friday. We run over 10,000
nds a week and our phoncs get
busy on Tuesdays and
l'r‘l ays. "Call carly s0 we can
be sure to get your ad in the

next publication,

WAYNE COUNTY
591-0900

Sy Wayne Paal
stall wrlter

Testing of Michlgan highway signs
may have prevented at least flve ad-
ditlonal tragedies, state transporia-
tion department said Saturday.

A potentially hazardous overhead
sign was discovered and removed
during Wednesday's first day of
statewide testing, Michlgan Depart-
ment of Transportatlon offlclals
said, Among the ather slgns found to
be defectlve were three located on I
75 near Monroe.

The sign found on Wednesday, on
US-127 south of 196 ncar Lansing,
showed the same kind of weakness
that may have led to the recent col-
tapse of stgns on the Southfleld Free-

way In Dcarborn and on I-75 in Mon-
roe Count;

Mnrlha Toplk 41, of Detroit was
killed when the Soulh{leld freeway
slgn collapsed Feb. 16. Two other
molorlsts were injured. No one was
Injured when an Erie/Temperance
exlt sign fell Jan. 25, though a
LaSalle man's truck was destroyed.
The second incldent was made pub-
lic in the wake of Toplk's death.

The accldents called the safety of
Michigan's overhead highway signs
into questlon, Though MDOT offi-
clals sald the signs are safe, they re-
mained uncertain as to why the two
slgns fell, Officlals noted that sup-
port rods had broken in cach in-
stance.

“WE KNOW what happened —

those rods broke — but we don’t
knaw why," deputy highway dlrecior
Willlam MacCreery sald,

MDOT offlclals suggested the col-
lapse of each sign could have been
caused by improperly aligned sup-
port rods, but they said it might take
a month to provide a deflnitive an-
swer,

Alt 377 of the state’s overbead
highway slgns were to have been
checked for loose bolts and structur-
al weakness in initlal testing which
was completed Friday. Roughly hatf
the slgns tested are in southeast
Michigan, including signs in Wayne
ang Oakland countles.

Tesling Involved slgm known as
Canthlever Type G & H.

Eighteen teams of MD(YI‘ workers

scoured the state for slgns, striking
boits wlith hammers, then using
large wrenches to test for loose
bolts,

Slgns on the Southfield and 1.696
freeways and Telegraph Road were
among those examined durlag
Wednesday's first day of testing.

Dismantling a sign was to be the
“flrst action” taken if a loose bolt or
other weakness were dlscovered,
MacCreery sald.

“WEAKNESS IN one (bolt) will
nol cause the sign to come down, but
we're being cautlous,” he snld

Fiity Cents

Tests
delay
Bonelli
trial

Defense calls
its own expert

By Darroli Clom
stal wrlter

The trial of Anthony Bonelti,
charged in the drowning death of
Krlstina Marie Fracchia, has been
delayed again — this time so that a
defense-chosen  expert  will have
more time to complete a psychiatric
evaluation of Bonelll,

In another development, a prelim-
inary hearing scheduled Tuesday for
James Nader, charged as an acces-
sary, has been postponed for two
months at the request of defense at-
tarneys.

‘The two developments marked the
latest of several delays in the case
stemming from the drowning death
of 17-year-old Fracchia, who was
found dead last March 17 in Orchard
Lake.

Bonelli could face life in prison it
convicted of open murder in the
death of Fracchia, his former girl-
{riend. Nader, who has admitted giv-
ing Bonelli a ride from the murder
scene, could be sentenced to up to
five years if convicted as an recesse-
ry after the fact.

ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR Fred
Miller argued against another delay
in Bonelli's case, but defense attor-
neys succeeded in getting the trial
delayed umtll April 30. Tt had been
set for March 5.

That means the trial will come
more than 13 months after Frac-
chia's body was discovered by Oak-
land Coumy Draln Commission
workers,

Defense attorneys said thelr psy-
chiatric expert needed more time to
examine Bonelli. The expert was
called in after a previous, state-con-
ducted psychlatric evaluation deter-
mined that Benelli was net insane at
the time of Fracchta’s death and was
competent for trial.

Defense attorneys, who have said
they hope to prove Bonelll was in-
sane, asked to bring In their own ex-
pert after the state report was com-
pleted. The request was granted by
Oakland County Circult Court Judge
Alice Ghibert.

Meanwhlle, 48th District Court
Judge Gus Citfcli granted a request
last week for the delay In Nader's
preliminary hearing. Defense attor-
neys said they needed more time to
prepare,

‘Wealher p
signs were o be remcved by crews
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Man asks tougher light pole checks

By Jos Bauman !
staff writer

A Farmingion Hllls man who narrowly escaped
Injury when a Detrolt Edison light pole fcll in
front of his car last month In Livonia wanis the
utllity to toughen Its inspectlon standards.

But an Edlson spokeswoman sald Thursday the
utltlty i satistied its existing policles are ade-
quate, No changes are belng planned, she sald.

Mark Kersteln was travellng on Farminglon
rozd north of Seven Mile at 3:45 p,m. Jan, 26 when
the light pole broke off at )ts base and crashed
down across the two northbound lanes directly in
front of Kersteln's 1880 Camero.

To avold hitting the pole, Kerstein awerved into

the mlddle lane of the flve-lane roadway. But
Kerstein said the fact he was uninjured does not
reduce the seriousncss of the incident.

“It is incredible to me that Edison would allow
a pole to deteriorate to an extent that it s toppled
by a wind storm. At flrst I was relieved that I was
not hurt, but then I became angry that the compa-
ny would allow such a sltuation to occur,”

ACCORDING to Edison records, the fallen light

pole was lnst inspected between October 1987 and
February 1988, ll. was instailed In elther late 1967
or carly 1968,

Kerstein sald a recent Incldent in which a De-
trolt woman was killed in Dearbom when a road
sign broke off from its base and crashed on top of

a car in which she was riding strengthened his
resolve to make sure a similar tragedy Is not re-
peated involving an Edison pole.

*1 think the company needs o Inspect its equlp-
ment on a more-regular basis. The tight pole that
fell was so corroded, most of the base was eaten
away by rust.”

Kerateln sald he called Edlson Immediately fol-
lowlng the accident but did not feel It was neces-
sary to “go public” about the accident until he
heard of the Dearborn incldent.

“ just feel that people have a right to know
when dangerous sltuations exist. Peopte shouldn't
have to worry about such things.”

month hu hag; mealvod h&uﬁ:-
H en.calls from, ral;‘dcuﬁ and Busl

:y o! ‘s’ phone, sollcitation group
“called: the Mlchlnnu Firefighiers.
)
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