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MOVING PICTURES

‘Men Don’t Leave:’ Just
a Hollywood soap opera

Soap opera on {ilm may be the
new wave of the '90s. First “Stella”
gives up everything for her daugh-
ter's happlness, then the Widow Irls
teaches Stanley to rcad. Now, In
“Men Don't Leave” (B, PG-13, 100
minutes), another wldow, Beth Ma-
cauley (Jessica Lange), copes with
cconomic woe and ralses two sons,
Chris (Chris O'Donnell) and Matt
(Charlie Korsmo), after her husband,
John (Tom Mason), is kllled an a con-
struction aceldent.

fn several carcfully structured
sequences as the film opens, Beth |s
portrayed as the stercotypleal, help-
less mother while loving but macho
hubby-father, John, wrestles with
the younger son, Matt, and Is buddy-
buddy/one-of-the-boys wlith teenage
Chris. If soap operas are character-
lzed by simple, emotional melodra-
ma, “Men Don't Leave" is off to a
good start.

Having been set-up thusly, Beth
has a much tougher struggle and the
room for growth of character is
greater, That seems to be the pat-
tern for Lange's roles of late, In
“The Music Box," for which she
recelved a best actress nomlnatlon,
she Is a divorced attorney with a
young son, forced to defend her fa-
ther on war crime charges,

As well, in “"Everybody's All-
American,” “Country” and “Sweet

Dreams™ Lange explores one facet ”

or another of the female forced to

.- mature and accept responsibllity as

" -her man {ails her In one sense or an-
other. After a while, this pattern of
dramatic roles tends to appear as a
{feminlst polltical posltion.

‘That ls not to say they weren’t fine
performances by Lange; they were,

" but they are repetitive unlike the
strength and diversity of her roles in
“The Postman Always Rings
Twlee,” “Frances” and “Tootsle.”

. IN ANY EVENT, after John Ma-
_cauley's death, the family begins to
disintegrate. Beth and the boys sell
the house and move to Baltimove
“ where thelr problems mount, Chris

““; the movies

meets a X-ray technlcian, Jody,
(Joan Cusack) In the elevator and
that chance encounter evolves so
that Chris lcaves “home™ and moves
into Jody's apartment,

Matt hangs out with Winston
Buckley {Corey Carrier) whose faml-
ly gradually Is substituted in Matt's

Grading the movies
A+
A | Close behind - excellent
A

Top marks - sure 10 please

Stilt (a runalng for top honors
Pratty good sluff, nat perect
B |Good

Good but nolable deliclencles
Jus! & cut avove average
C_|Mediocre _
Not 50 hot and slipping fast

life for hls own. Beth has
gotten a Job In an upscale food store
and is getting a relationship going
with an unusual muslclan, Charles
Slmon (Arliss Howard).

So there you have enough plot ma-
terfal for at least 13 maudlin epi-
sodes, The Baltlmore apartment
settings are pretty sterile, certainly
not grungy epough for the Macau-
ley's down-side status. The film
mostly is slow-paced although there
are a couple of encrgetlc moments
that bring things together, partlcu-
larly the polka party and whenever
Jody takes charge.

Fortunately, the occaslonal
moments of energy and strong sup-
porilng performances, particularly
Chrls O'Donnell, Charlie Korsmo and
Joan Cusack, pull the whole thing to-
gether, After a while, “Men Don't
Leave” grows on you. Have a good

cry.

Hardly worth mentloning is “Bas-
ket Case 2" (*), a film about a dis-
turbing descent into madness. No
doubt; “abnormal” describes the
film as well as the characters. For
the blood and guis fans, Rutger
Hauer and Joan Chen are openlng
this week [n “The Blood of Heroes”
() (®).

STILL PLAYING:

“All Dogs Go 1o Heaven" (B+} (G) 90
minutes.

Weliknown volces back this animated

The vesy bost ol the poor stult
D {Poor

i doesn't get much worso

F | Touly awlul

Z | Reserved for {he colossally bad
. No advanced screcning

story about Charlic the German Shepheed
and Tichy the Dachshund.
"Aleyl"(W)(l’G) 110 minutes.

feured by a black man (Morgan Free-
man) set agalnst southern changes from
1948-1973.

“Enemlex; A Lave Story” (R),

Man emotionally Invelved with second
wife and mistress Is distressed when his
first wife — presumed dead In the Holo-
cayst - turns up.

28
story of nlrbome !lrc llgl\ler who returns.
from death as a spirit.

“Dack (g the Foture Part 11" (B+)
(PG) 90 minutes.

All your favorite time-travelers are In
mher dimensions once agaln.

“Iorn on the Fourth of July” () (R}

144 minules.

Touching, graphically disturbing, poig-
nant, frightening ‘autobiography of Ron
Kovle (Tom Crulse), a paraplegic Viet

“Courage Mountals” (A+) (PG) 100
mllm es.

Heldl's story retold in an exclting, en-
tertaining film.

"Crimes acd Misdemeanors” (A+)
(PG-13) 100 minutes.

Woody Allcn at his best tn thls roman.
tic comedy about family llfe with al) lts
Joy and sadness.

"nrl»ln; Misa Dalsy” (A) {PG) 100 mia-

qu ucting highlights personal drama
of Jewish widow (Jessica Tandy) chauf-

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

‘Train’ rolls into the DFT

Ey"John Monaghan
special writor

. In the openlng third of “Mystery
Train," a young Japancse couple
rells inte a dilapidated traln station
In downtown Memphis. Thelr quest
— to visit the rock'n’roll shrines of
Graceland and Sun Studios,

Memphis, Elvis Presley’s home-
town, is the physlcal and emotional
hub of wrlter/director Jim Jar-
musch’s latest {ilm. Playlng this
weekend at the Detroit Film Thee
atre, this may be his most exciting
wark yet.

Jamusch himsclf has polnu:d out
that ""Mystery Traln" Is the final in-
stallment in a trio of films, starting
wlth “Stranger Than Paradise” in
1984 and followed by “Down By
Law” In 1986. All three deal — to
some extent — with forelgn-born
characters embraclng the more bi-
zarre aspects of Americana,

Aside from the innocent Jun and
Mitzuko (Masatoshi Nagass and
Youkl Kudeh), there's also an Itallan
wldow (Nlcoletta Braschi) who gets
stranded en route from Rome to Chi-
cago and an Englishman on the lam.

They 21) end up on the same night in
the same flcabag hotel, where the
radio Is chained to the nightstand
and a portralt of Elvis hangs over
the headboard.

THE DESK clerk is wonderfully
underplayed by Sercamin’ Jay Haw-
kins whose recording of “I Put a
Spell on You" played a major role in
“Stranger Than Paradlse.” As an
added fn-joke, the volce of Tom
Walts (from “Down By Law") intro-
duces Elvis oldics on the local radlo
statton,

Settled tn for the night, Jun and
Mltzuke aren't at all disturbed by
thelr grungy surroundings. They
spread and rcorganize the contents
of their Ingeniously packed sultcase
on the carpeting.

The Hallan woman meanwhile
gets fed a line {and almost believes
ity from a local character who
claims to have recently spoited
Elvis. Then she shares a room with a
neurotic, {erminally chatty woman
who has just broken up with her boy-
friend.

The sound of a single gunshot lnks

SCREEN SCENE

the first two stories with the third, in
which Jou Strummer (forinerly of
The Clash) plays a jobless factory
worker nicknamed Elvis because of
his skaggy sideburns. He and two
other men hide out In the hotel,

Quirky touches and deadpan hu.
mor distinguish “Mystery Train” as
a Jim Jarmusch {llm. There's slow,
Intently polntless sirctches of dia-
loguc about everything from “Lost
In Space” to whether Elvis is really
greater than Carl Perkins,

JUN AND Mitzuko are led through
Sun Studles by a fast-talking gum-
chewing guide. They can't under-
stand a word.

This is Jarmusch's first film in
color and he employs a vivid palette.
The reds in Screamin' Jay's jacket
and Mitzuko's T-shirts and red plas-
tle suitease burst with color agatnst
the dingy Mcemphis background.

Jarmusch’s first two films have
been critlcized because they look
and feel so much the same. There's
no mistaking “Mystery Train” as
anything but an intenscly original
work,

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER, 5020
John R, Detroft. Call 577-8400 for Infor-
matlon. ($2-$5).

“Seasons™ {playlng through April 30)
employs the center’s domed Omnimax
screen Lo take viewers on & mammoth
ferrls wheel ride In summer, into the
heart of a rainbow after a fall shower
and across icy waters [n winter.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, Detralt ip-
stitute of Arts, 5200 Woodward, Detralt.
Call 833-2321 for Informatlon, ($4}

“Mystery Train" (USA -~ 1988), 7 and
9:30 p.m. March 2-3 and 5, 7 and 9 p.m.
March 4, Jim Jarmusch, the director of
“Stranger than Paradlse" and “Dovwn
Law,” creates a completely engaging
1ook at the llves of three dlfferent sets of
people who spend the night fn a fleabag
Memphls hotel. With Joe Strummer,
Screamin’ Jay Hawkins and the ghost of
Elvis Preslcy.

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL Li.
DBRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave., Dearborn.
Call 943-2320 for informatlon. (free)
“Angel and the Badman” (USA —
1947), 7 p.m. Feb. 28, In one of his beat
rnlu Jnhn w-yu plays an In}un\i gun-
rsed back o health by a Quaker
mllden (Gall Russell). More or less re-
made 28 "Witness,"

. LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mlle at Mlddle-
bell, uwmll Call 476-1166 for informa-

n. (Free).
")!nmlo BIll and the Indfans or Sitting
Buli'a Histery Lesson,” (USA — 197€), 10

a.m. Feb. 27. A quirky look at the life of
famed Western hero (Paul Newman) as
told by director Robert Altman. Conclud-
ing the mall's month-Jong tribute to actor
Paul Newman,

HICHIGAN THEATRE, 603 E. Liberty,
Ann Arbor, Call 668-8397 for informatlon.
{34 general, $3.25 for students and senlor
citlzens)

“Dawn of the Dead" (USA — 1979), 4
p.m. Feb, 27-28. Gearge Romero's sequel
0 “Night of the Living Dead” creates an
even more offbeat, sometimes humorgus
cxerclse In horror. Thls Ume a group of
survivors baulz mmhlu in a shopping

mall, Funny thing is the creatures don't
act much different than when they were

allve.

“Depeche Mode” (USA — 198%), 9:45
p-m. Feb, 28. The fashlonable rock group
captured in & concert film dirceted by the
legendary D.A, Pennchaker.

SOUTIIFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY,
26000 Evergreen, Southfleld. Call 354-
9100 for Information. ($2,50 membership)
“Funny Face," (USA — 1857), 7:30 p.m,
March 1. Fred Astalre and Auﬂmy
Hampburn team vp In this styllzed musi-
cal about a fashion photographer who
turns a young woman into a chic Paris
model. Directed by Stantey Donen, with a
knockout George Gershwin score. Shown
oalarge screen video.

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woodward, Detroit.

Call $83.3018 for (nformation. ($3.80,

$2.50 sludents and senlor cltizens).

“Machine Dreams” (West Germany —
1988), 7:30 p.m. Feb, 26. A documentary
fook at man's love affalr with the ma.
chine. Including profiles of Marvin Min.
sky, “the father of artlficlal Intelligence,"
and Shunlchl Mizuno, the Japanese inven-
tor of a Marllyn Monroe robot. (A City-
‘Wide Cinema presentation}

“Pean and Teller Get Killed” (USA —
1989), March 2-4 (call {or show times).
The popular humarists in a feature dl-
rected by Arthur Pean {(“Bonnle and
Clyde"), When Pena states on a talk show
that someone Is trylng to murder him,
suspiclon Inevitably falls on Teller,

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN.DEAR-
BORN, Room 138 Classroom Adminlstra-
stion Building, Evergreen at US-12, Dear-
born. Call $53-5000 for Informatlon.
(Free),

“The Adventures of Baron Mun.
chausen” (USA ~ 1989}, 7:30 p.m. March
7-8. From director Terry Gilllam comes
this Inventlve eple adventure abowl a
baronlal teller of tall tales who waltzes
with Venuys, gets blown out of & eanncn
and even apends some umc In the belly of
& monsier flsh. Great fun.

Abbott and Costello — A double fea-
ture teaming the popular comedlans with
Universal movie monsters, starting at 8
9.m. March 2. In the surprislngly clever
"Meet Frankensteln” {(USA — 1948}, they
encounter the wollman {Lon Chaney Jr.)
and Dracula (Beta Lugosl) a3 well, With
“Meet the Mummy" (USA — 1955).,

{B+)(R) 105 minutes.

Lightweight eniertainment about 60s
radical (Dennls Hopper) on his way to jail
under guard of BOs yupple FDI Agent
(chlcrsulhcrland}

“Glory” (A) (1t} 110 minutes.

The glory of the first black Infantry
regiment during the Civil War is cap-
tured in \bis outstanding {ilm.

“Hard to KNI" (*}(R)

Martial asts film

*Heart Conditlon" (B-){R) 95 minules.
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BAATANE £ B ERED
7O HOLLYNNOTD

IN THE ANNUAL OSCAR COWYTESY

GRAND PRIZE—TRIP FOR 2 TO HOLLYWOOD—6 NIGHTS
SECOND PRIZE—AMC GOLD PASS

FOURTH PRIZE—AMC GUEST PASS

 @bgerver & Ercentric

NORTHWEST
AIRLINES

WORLD PERK PARTNERS—BUDGET RENT-A-CAR and NOFITHWEST AIRLINES
Rncalva bonus froquont flyer milaage when renting from BUDGET and flying on NORTHWEST
.

On her first
day of work,
Beth  {Jessica
Lange} meets
musician
Charles (Arliss
Howard), when
he helps her
pick up a
splited lunch in
‘“Men Don't
Leave,"

Bruce Willis ks the baby's volee.
“Loose Caznons™ {C+}{I) 85 minutes.
‘Two whacko detectives, Gene Hack-
man and Dan Aykroyd, with a few screws
louse, are occasionally funny.

“Madbouse™ (-} (PG-13) 85 minutes.

Ridiculous, cxaggerated belond belief,
story about house guests. Neither funny
Hor entettaining.

*The Musle Box" (C-) (R) 123 minutes

A shadow of doubt flaws thl3 statement
about the lerror and brutality of the
Holocaust. Jessica Lange stars 2s attor-

Raclst detective (nob Hoskins) re-
ceives heart transplant from black donor
whose spirlt turns up to help solve crime,

“Henry V" (unraied).

Kennelh Branagh's superb new adapla-
tlon of Shakespeare's play, The dircctor
stars in the title role.

“loteronl Affelrs” {B-) (R) 80 minutes.

Cop show never fulfills ls lnltia)

promise,
*“The Littte Mermaid” (4) (G) 80 mln.

utes,
Disncy anlmatlon of Hans Christlan
Andersen tale of mermald in lave with

human, ney defending hee father against war.
“Look Who's Talklog" (C+) (PG-13) 97  crime chargus.
minutes.

“'Reveoge™ {D) (1) 126 minutes.
Trite plot contrivances and weak
seript destroy this story of revenge.

Contrived, poorly structured story of
pregnant CPA (Kirstle Alley) and her
search for a perfect father for her baby.

THIRD PRIZE—MOVIE PARTY
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BEST PICTURE

{30 Doad Poats Sociaty

bilank, dopasitod in the eetry boxos in Lhe lobby of any AMC
Ihaalre or at any Observer & Eccontric offico,

3. Employoos ol The Obsacvor & Eccontric Nowspapors, AMC
Thoatros, Budget Rent A Caror YourMan Toursandimmodiate

[J Born on the Fourth of Juty

,ll roto 1han 0na entry conlaing the most cortoct winners, the | 4. Entry doadlin is midnight Friday, March 23, 19%0. .
prizes wil b 5. Limt Y pot parson. M
&.No nocessary (o ootof. .

. Entrios should bo madodto the addross listod above the ontry 7. Judgas docisions 40 final, : '

8. Winnors will bo.announced Monday, Apet9, in The Obsorvat
& Ecoontric STREET SCENE sodtion.
9. You must ba 18 o« oldor I onter,
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BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR
3 Danny Alafio (Do the Right Taing)
[} Dan Ackroyd (Driving Miss Daisy)

A [
d [ |
| |
[} Driving Miss Daisy {1 Marion Branda (A Dry White Soason) |

i O Fioid of Dreams £ Martin Landau {Crimas and Misdemoanors) |
d | C My Loft Foot £ Donzol Washington (Giary) {
3| BesTacmEss BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS [N~ B
- | [ isabolla Adjan! (Gamillo Claudel) [ Brenda Frickor (My Lott Foot) |

! [J Pauline Colling (Shitley Valontine) 01 Anjolica Huston {Enemlos, A Love Story) I § »

’ : [ Jossica Lange (Music Box) O Lona Olin (Enemies, A Love Stary) |

| 0 Michollo Plaltfor (Tha Fabulous Bakor Bays) [ Julia Reberts (Stoal Magnolias) |
q | [ Jessica Tandy (Diiving Miss Daisy) [ Dlanne Wiast (Paranthood) { '
: BEST ACTOR BEST DIRECTOR !

| 2 Keanath Branagh (Henty V) O oliver Stone (Bom on tha Fourth of July) |
3 1 [ Tom Grulse {Bora an tha Fourth of Juty) ] Woody Alten {Crimos and Misdemoanars)

i [ Danlot Day-Lawis (My Lt Foot) 1 Pator Wolr {Doad Poots Sociaty) .
| O3 Morgan Freoman (Driving Miss Dalsy) [J Kennoth Branagh (Hanry V) : e
4| 3 Robin Wiliams (Dand Poots Socioty) 3 Jim Shoridan (My Loft Foot) g .
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