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FEAR & LOAFING

Pay less,
get more

What could you do with 28 percent
more disposable Income? Buy a lux-
ury car? Move to a bigger home?
Fly to Florlda?

If you're already suffering from
averwork, the key to improving your
lifestyle isn't earnlng more money,
but paying less taxes, If you live in
suburbia, chances are you fall Inte
the dreaded 28 percent bracket (In-
come over $30,950 for tmarrleds,
$18,500 {or singles).

What does this percentage mean
In terms of personal luxury? For
every 100 bucks you earn, you glve
back the price of a lunch at Carl's
Chop House. For every $1,000 you
make, you glve up two night's at the
Ritz Cariton Hotel. And for every
$100,000 you accumnulate, you donate
the price of a new BMW 325 to Un-

.cle Sam.

Meanwhlle, you eat at Wendy's.
sleep at Motel 6 and drive a Tempo.

Fortunately, despite the sweeplng

.tax reforms of the 1986 Congress,
there are stli} a fow loopholes. Loop-
holes big enough to drlve a truck
{hrough. Or in the case of our next
example, a motor home,

‘Today. you can stlll deduct the in-
terest en your mortgage for a second
time. Creative folks stretch the defl-
nition of “sccond home" to include
everything from an RV to 2 house-
boat,

BUT JUST because you can't af-
ford a full-slzed Winnebago doesn't
mean you can’t joln In. As I see it,
even your Ford Pinto can qualify as
a vacatlon home, if you make a few
ad]ustments. To be prepared for an
unannounced inspectlon by the IRS,
keep a toaster/oven plugged (nto the
clgarette lighter, rlg up a chemleal
toilet in the backseat and hang some
faundry from the sun visor. For the
lived-In Jook, tess in a month's sup-
ply of chicken bones and junk mail.

Here's some more sure-fire deduc-
tions:

(1) Become a fashlon model, Even
\f you're ugly enough to break mir-
rors, there’s plenty of tax Incentlve
to reglsier with an agency — you
can deduct your wardrobe, dry
cleaning and cosmetic surgery.

(2) Deduct for child care. Instead
of hiring a babysitter, start paying
yourself a modest $5 an hour and
multiply it times 24 hours a day,
Each week, you'li be able to deduct
$840 from: your gross.

{3) Deduct your vacations. By at-
tending a pool-side lecture on kidney
slones, a doctor can write off two
weeks in Maul. So can you. Next
time you're at Sea World, hand out a
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few business cards to the dolphins.
And just because you s¢ll Insurance
in Westland doesn't mean you can't
hunt for prospects §n Jamaica.

(4) MARE NON-CASH contribu-
tions. Most charitable groups glve
you a blank recelpt to fill In your
own cstimate of an ltem's value.
‘They flgure if you think a palr of bell
bottoms Is worth $200, that's your
business. With my “sell high, buy
fow” plan, you donate your old
clothes, take the blg deduction, then
buy them back later for peonles on
the dollar,

So {ar so good, but to receive the
really julcy tax breaks, you've got to
start your own business and eperate
It out of your home,

To quallfy for the coveted home/
offlce deduction, your workplace and
equipment must be “used excluslve-
ly and on a regular basls” That
means a typewrlter on a snack tray
doesn't transform your rec room
into an acceptable office.

Likewise, your personal computer
must be used strictly for business
software ~ not Blmbos from Space.
And unless you're Rob Lowe, your
video camera Is limited (o fully
dressed sales presentations.

However, there Is a way to write
off everything from a blg screen TV
to a tanning booth by going Into busl-
ness for yourself as a consumers af-
fairs advocate!

As a sclf-employed Ralph Nadar,
you can plek out every high-ticket
toy you've ever wanied —~ treadmlll,
mountaln bike, electrle toothpick —
and buy them all for “long-term test-
Ing" and “in-home evaluation.” Take
a few notes as you “investigate"™
your new hot tube, send out a con-
sumer pewstetter (o your friends and
you're in business.

To keep even more money “all in
the family." hire your own children,
Give them meaningless jobs with im-
portant sounding titles Ilke “ficld
test engincer™ and “product safety
analyst. Thls obfuscatlon allows
you to write off their salarics and
pepares them for a career as a civil
servant,

If you follow these suggestlons, I
guarantec you won't pay onc penny
in taxes! Why? Because the salary in
the federal prison laundry depart-
Im\nl is about $2,700 per year — tax
ree!

591-2300, Ext. 3

Qur intrepid Street Scene reporter is always (aokumfor the
unusnal and welcomes comments and suggestions from
readers and entrepreneurs, Send those to this column in care
of this nm-vpuncr, 36251 Schoolcrafi, Livonia 48150, ur call

Ahead of
the game

It’s called Headgator, an all-
weather head protector that
doubles as a skiband,
neckwarmer, hood or mask
and even a plain old hat,
Racquets Unlimited, 37637
Five Mile Road, Livonia,

neat additions to any room

tons, 306 S. Main, Royal Oak.

Sliding drawers
Dovae-tail boxes handcrafted from cherry and walnut are

iterns, From the West Const, $29.95 cach. East/West Fu-

and claverly conceal (itlla

Denr Barbara,

ating peace, If they are

sharlng. They will be more open to

Help Kids understand each other

My kids nrgue all the time, Some-
times they even cnd wp hikting one
another, My daughter is 12 and my
son Is 9, There ore some times (too
few) when they seem to love one an-
otber and play well together,

Both chlldren bave come to me
and told me thnt they hate one an-
other, This burtg me. I teil them that
it is not nice to talk about their
brother/sister this way. I have bad
na luck.

1 have two sisters and a brother.
We are close, 1 do oot remember
batsles lke these when I was grow
ing up. I have tried to watch what
my friends do with these kinds of
problems but they also seem to bave
little luek,

Tired of Keeplog the Peace

Dear Tired of Keeplng the Peace,

Often the way a person signs his
letter Is the best tip off as to what
hls particular problem Is. That is
true in your case. You need to take
the emphasls off "Keeping the
Peace” and put it on helplng your
children understand themselves.

You stand a better chance of ere-

to
be problem solvers than if you are
the artifictal peace keeper.

“Siblings Without Rivalry” dnd
“Between Brothers and Sisters,” by
Adele Fauer and Elalne Maylish, are
two books which address the subject
of sibling relatlonships. They offer
1hls guldance:

Some blckering belween siblings
should be atlowed. They clte statis-
tEcs in which the message Is siblings
who are allowed 1o bleker are closcr
to one another In adulthood than
those who are not. Those who were
not allowed to argue with their
brothers and slsters grew up polite
but distant from onc another.

In other words, there was no in-
timacy between them. A comparison
here can be made to spouses who, on
their way (o achieving harmony,
must expect some eonflict. In chil-
dren, we cannot expect the conflict
to be as civllized as It ts supposed to

in adults and so we must be toler-
ant of wilder behavior,

Telling your daughter what “she
really feels” will confuse her and
possibly allenate her from you. Al-
firm her fecllngs, Ask “Why do you

Barbara Schifi

{eel that way about your brother?”
With a younger child, you might
say,"You fecel that way because he
constantly goes in your room and
touches your ihings.” Try te encour-
age your children to talk about
themselves, Alter they have been al-
lowed that expression, then you can
introduce values like tolerance and

learning from you, if they feel ac-
cepted.

You are setting a good example by
belng able to share with your own
siblings. Is the relationship with yaur
husband a similarly good role modul
for closeness?

All that has been advised holds
true as well when your children hit
But when this happens, intervention
needs to be more immedlate. Again,
the principle of the problens solving
rather than acting ot should be of-
fered. Let your children know that
their feclings are valid hut that they
must find more civilized resobitions
to the problems that bave caused
them.

It would be great if you could let
me know If you tried these sup;
tions and whether or not they
worked.

Barbaru

If you have « question or comy-
ment for Barbara  Schiff, «
trained  therapist and  cxperi:
enced counselor, send it to Strect
Sense, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livoma

Want ‘th

Conlinued from Page 1

al reasons why compact discs are
the future:

® They won't wear out. Unlike
some of these warped, scratched,
grooveless hunks of vinyl many of
you still buy.

® They take up less room. They
really do. They're half the size of al-
bums.

e real thing?’ Then it’s CDé

® They're just as personal as al-
bums. Yes, compact discs contain
cover art and lyrles, too.

® You can toss them around with-
out damaging them too much. Just
iry this with any Top 40 selection
you bought recently. Say, how ahout
the latest from White Snake?

® They don't scratch eor skip eusi-
ly.

sound much bet-
They reproduce
near-studio qu sound. If you
don't believe me, just listen to any
original Beatles version of “Sgt.
Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band”
then tey a digitally remixed version
on compact di

@ Con 1 dis
ter than albun

o Bigger is belier. Compact dises

Albums: Good sound for less

Continued from Page 1

can appreciate piteh, ean CDs make
Bob Dylan sound better? Can't do.

Can CDs improve Mic Jagger's
diction? Can't do.

The truth be known, 1 don't object
to excellent reproduction. Prices of
CD players and CDs witl fall and be-
come affordable — In time.

But I'm saddened by the thought
of the Joss of those Innovative, useful
album covers. You got more than
{uls)t a cardboard carrier for your

Dy,

Many album covers included the
Iyrics of the songs, so you could un-
derstand the mumbling of a Stevie
Nicks that even the Meadewbrook
clarity of CD reproduction can't as-
sure,

But where they goana put lyries
ona CD, Can't do.

If they did. how could you read
them without the aid of magnifica-
tiun. Cant do.

SOME ALBUM covers containced

SINE
OR
WIRM?

s aeser i late 1
fearn b ot Juneeall us

z
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American Red Cross

| The power
t overcome

h .

Witha lot of determina-
tion and a little help from us,
millions of people are now
doing extraordimary things.
Like talking, walking and
laughing.

Give the power to over-
come. Support Easter Seals,

posters of the band menibers, so you
could put faces on the names you
knew so well. Some posters provided
artistic renderings that aroused the
senses, Insplred discussion or pro.
voked thaught.

T recall the haunting images on the
album cover of Led Zeppelin's Hous-
s of the Holy, among many others.

1f nothlng clse, you could decorate
your bedroom walls with the album
posters, knowing your parents
teathed them. Or just for kicks, you
could shock, embarrass, disgust or
worry them by having fun with the

2pper un the Rolling Stones” Sticky
Fingers album.

Anather alburn upened up and took
you on i Magicad Mystery Toar.

Oh well, T guess I] always have
those Jihl.lll\ cover, even If the PDs
aren’t worth the  plastic  they're
made of. But every time we gain
something of some worth, it costs us
the loss of something we wil) miss
and ean't ever recover,

In the words of Joni Mitehell:
seem 16 (o that you
L yau've gotl il its

are rapidly out-selling albums LVt:
rywhere. Why? For many of the reds
sons mentioned above, and mor
‘There is also a financial reason, 100,
Compact dises cost ore, whici
means record companies make more
money anid the artist's percentage of
sales is more. Publicity sells, and be-
sldes, Americans are fascinated with
high technology.

e America, an ecarly '70s band
that imitated Crosby, Stills, Nush
and Young, would never release
original music on compact discs.
Thank God. They broke up years ago.

# Your parents and older hwlh
ers and sisters buy them.,

® They take up less reom. Rull\
Compact dises are to the musie in-
dustry as Ferd Escorts are w0 the
auto industry — smal), efficient and
tremendously popular. Whoops, al-
ready tried this one, sorry.

® And, as Wayne Peal sald,
“There are only three things that ap.
proach perfection. The geometis:
shape of a baschall diamond, Kat:-
leen Turnnrs legs, and compaci

Who can argue with any of that -
logie? .

Best
House Seatst

No seat
150 f

farther than
eet from

DNR State Falrgrounds 8 Mile & Woodward + Detrait

MAIL ORDERS ONLY! ORDER NOW!

SELECTED DISCOUNT PERFORMANCES » SUPPLIES LIMITED

7:30 P.M. Friday, March 23, 1990
Friday. March 30, 1990

Evening

B

Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-€)

Price
5700
8600
8473

930 AM.
Morning

Saturday, March 24, 1990
Saturday, March 31,

1990

B

Ringside (Rows 1.9}
Reserved {Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

$700
oo
5418

7:30 P.M.
Evening

Sunday, Match 18, 1990
Sunday, March 25, 1990

B

Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1.9)

s700
600
5418

7:30 P.M.
Evening

Wednesday, March 21,
Thursday, March 22, 1930
Wednesday. March 28, 1990

1990

B

Ringside (Rows 1.9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1.9)

5500
500
5415

1:30 P.M.
Afterncon

Sunday, April 1, 1990

B

Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends {Rows 1-9)

3700
300
5475

Make your check or money order payable to: METROGROUP, INC.

Mail to:

METROGHOUP INC = P.O. Box 3241 * Farmington Hills, Michigan 40333
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