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Moargan Freeman's nomina-
tion tor best actor is for his
porirayal of Hoke Colburn,
the stalwart and wise chauf-
feur of a Southern matron in
“Driving Miss Daisy.”

Danny Aiello won his Oscar
nomination for best support-
ing actor tor his performance
in “Do the Right Thing."
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reeman
inside track
for best actor

By Dan Groenborg
speclal writer

“Unusual” and “unexpected” de-
seribe thls year's Oscar hopefuls, a
list of 103 nominatiens (n 23 categor-
les,

Fifty-ene films garnered those co-
veted slots on the Academy's ballot
but, as usual, a handful of films
walked off with most of the nomina-
tions.

Eight films reccived four or more
that add up to 43 of the 103. Six more
had three nominations each so when
it comes to the erunch, 14 films got
61 nominations. Most of those were
in major categories.

Ol course, that’s what everyone's
interested In, the blg moncy and the
important contests like the fourth
annual Observer & Eccentric/AMC
Academy Award Contest.

To win the O&E/AMC trip to Hol-
Iywood, Just pick the winners in the
top six categorles — best actor, best
supporting actor, best actress, best
supporting actress, best direcior and
best picture.

As usual, the is of-

“Born on the
Fourth ol
July,” the story
of Vietnam vet
Ron  Kovic,
landed Tom
Cruise a nomi-
nation for besl
actor.

has

&

group? The answer may not be the
same as who is going to win the Os.
car for best actor. Understanding
Academy politics is Jike pretending
you can explain the workings of the
Pentagon and “the check's in the
mail."

‘Tom Cruise has been described as
“coming of acting age" in “Born on
the Fourth of July” but it seems he
proved his mettle last year in “Rain
Man."

Despite his popularity and the
need for cleansing the national can-
science for the way Vietnam veter-
ans were treated, I'm beiting he's
passed over this time.

The same for Robin Willlams in
"Dead Pocts Society.” He garnered
many rave notices in a (im that did
unexpectedly well at the box office
with Willtams in a role uniike his
usual manicky persona.

DANIEL DAY-LEWIS' perform-
ance in “My Left Foot™ is superb and
probahly as trying on him as it is on
audiences. The discomfort of watch-
Ing an i)l person suffer may work to
his i

{ering my services to help you pick
those slx winners. Lots of luck, be-
cause my track record doesn't In-
spire a lot of confidence.

Nonctheless, here it goes In this
unusual year with unexpected nomi-
nations,

Most of the major nominatlons
were garhered by unusual films,
ones that dealt with uncommon top-
ics or were [rom unexpected sources
for feature films.

Kenncth Branagh's English fiim,
Shakespeare's “Henry V,” (three
nods) {its both categories, as does an-
other fitm from overseas, “Camille
Claude),” whose lcad, Isabelle Ad.
Jani, was nominated for best aciress.

The life story of an Irish writer
and artist, Cristy Brown, who has
cerebral palsy, also was unexpected
in the mainstream with five nomina-
tlons.

Although not quite as unusual, two
Holocaust films, “Muslc Box" and
“Enemles: A Love Story” were well
represented, wlith Jesslea Lange
nominated as best actress in the for.
mer and both Anjellca Huston and
Lena Qlin as best supporting actress
in the latter.

TOPPING THE list with nine
nominations is “Drlving Miss Dai-
sy,” the slory of a southern Jewlsh
widow (Jesslca Tandy) chauffeured
for a quarter century by a black man
{Morgan Freeman).

Freeman also has a major role in
another big hit with the Academy,

Branagh's Henry V is a fine per-
formance In the best traditlon of
British Shakespearean acting hut,
agaln, too far out of the mainstream
{or mass media ln America.

That leaves Morgan Freeman as
Hoke, Miss Datsy's chauffeur. The
gentle sensitlvity of a black manina
raclst Southern milley is 2 long-ig-
nored characteristic In our media,
which generally deal in convenient
stereotypes.

Freeman's ablllty to convey that
sensitivity without loss of personal
dignity makes him the obvious
cholce, Besides, his acting Is the very
best.

BEST SUPPORTING acter cate-
gory is no casler. They'll probably
pass over Brando because the Acad-
emy doesn’t want any more speeches
from Indian princesses,

Although Denzel Washinglon does
a fine job in “Glory,” the criticism
1hat he was too articulate for a runa-
way slave may work against him,
despite the sympathy that character
evokes in contemporary audlences.

Danny Alello’s plzza store owner
in “Do the Right Thing" s an excel-
lent portrayal, but teo much in the
pattern he usoally plays.

Dan Aykroyd is excellent as Dai-
sy's balding, conventlonal, paunchy
and very middle-aged son, an excep-
tional departure from Aykroyd's
usual roles,

But the nod from this corner gocs
1o Martln Landau in “Crimes and

“Glory.” Thls is a war " As .with his four
film about an | regl- p the ch Is
ment, the Massachusetts S4th, the ihe very flnest.

first black fighting unit in the Unlon
Army during the Clvil War.

So there you have something very
different from the Academy’s usual
meny,

WHO IS the best acter In the

In a politically drlven contest,
Landau on the comeback trall {rom
years of obscurity should draw the
sympathy vote.

See you next week with the final
word on 10 ouistanding actresses vy-
ing for two coveted Oscars.

Karaoke

Continuad from Page t

is a place where I can sing. It's fun.
American bars don't have this.”

That'’s probably because karaoke
Isn't yet commonplace in the Unlted
States,

“I guess there's a karacke bar on
every corner in Japan, but there
aren't too many.in America,” said
Juli Nasiatka, an employee at Sushi
Iwa, which I3 in Woodhaven and is
the frequent retaxation spot of Maz-
da workers,

However, there Is such a place In
not-too-far-away Livonla, Akasaka is
a hot spol most-frequented by Japa-
nese folks who live and work In or
around that suburb, Yamada sald.

TWO SUCH customers were

crooning gives ‘Amateur Hour’ new meaning

Farmingten Hllls resldent Yotchl

Tsushima and Ryuko Wakugawa of

Southtleld, who sang a duct on the

Japanese number “Izakaya.”
Tsushima later made Dean Martin

proud with a confldent rendering of

‘l'iEverbedy Leves Somebody Some-
me.”

Some of the “locals” also give
thelr vocal chords a try at Akasaka,
Tsushima said. “The funny thing Is, T
dldn't know Americans liked to sing.
They come in here a lot.”

Sushi Twa and Akasaka notwith-
standlng, the scarclty of karacke
bars In the U.S, is unfortunate, nc-
cordlng Lo Sklar, an Oakland Univer.
sity student who rellshes the Japa-
nese lifestyle.

“They (the Japancse) study our

culture extensively,” Sklar sald. “It's
only fair that Americans learn about
Japan's, 1t's betler to have a mutual
understanding.”

‘There s no better place to do that
than a karaoke bar, the 37.year-old
Watanabe said.

“THIS IS NOT ‘Amcrica’ here.”
Watanabe said, “This Is like a micro-
cosm of Japan, Most of the guests
are Interested In Japan or In Japa-
nese culture,” o

Karaoke, by contrast, has been a
hit in Jopan since humble beglnnings
In the late 1960s. Yamada sald peo-
ple first sang along to music-only
records and tapes, readlng the lyries
from a songbook.”- < - T,

In recent years, karaoko has made

its way onto car dashboards, prima-
rlly as an entertalnment form to
help weary travelers ward off bore-
dom on long trips, he added.

On the domestic side, the populari-
ty of karaoke can only be helped by
enthusiastic Americans, such as
Sklar, who talks up the music box.

Slnce flghting off initlal fears,
Sklar hns become a  four-month
karaoke veteran.

“It seems to me that a lot more
Amerfcans are reluctant to go on
stage,” he sald.

What they do when they get up
(here may be another source of
(right, joked Sklar. “When the Japa-
nese alng, they're always on key. But
Americans are off key.”

JERRY ZOUYNIKY/stalt photographor

Martin Bando
of Northville
takes a turn
singing while
Akasaka man-
ager Shigeru
Yamada claps
his hands in
time with the
music, :



