new landscaping plan for Harrison High.

By Susan Buck
stafl writer

Eleven Farmington Public Schoot sites will
see landscaping improvements this year, with
Harrison High School reaplng the most benefits.

“Over the years, there has been a general criti-
clsm of the Jook of our bultdings as it relates to
landscaplng.” sald superintendent Michac) Flan-
agan. “This wlll go a long way.”

Farmingion school board members approved
landscape plans last Tucsday upon the recom.
mendation of John Grisslm & Assoclates, a
Farmington Hills-based landscape consultant
with whom they contracted last spring.

The landscape deslgn development plans will
cost nearly $300,000 for the 11 schools. The
board vote was unanimous.

After these 11 deslgn plans are sent out for
bid. planning will begin for the remainlng seven
school sttes in the district. The total projected
budget is still viable to complete the remalning
sites, according to Grissim who presented his re-
port al the board meeting.

WORK SHOULD begin by carly spring and be
completed by carly summer, said Don Cowan,

B
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dirccior of operations and student services for
the distrlct.

Besides Hillslde Elementary which is under
construction, the newest school In the district is
Woodereek Elementary, which is 20 years old,
Flanagan added.

The 11 school building sites to be done In the
tirst part of the project are:

* Elementary schools = Beechvlew, $31,103;
Gill, $21,753,; Larkshlre, $14.575; Longacre,
$20,130; and Willlam Grace, $19,965.

® Mlddle schools — East, $16,528; Power,
$31,680; and Warner $33,297.

 High schools — Harrison, $69,740.

# Other buildings: Cloverdale Tralning Cen-
ter, $17,408; and Farmington Community School,
$14,997.

Site plans, some of which Include improved
drainage plans have been completed. These
plans were reviewed by staff, bullding princlpals
and repr from parent-teacher organ-
lzations, Grissim sald.

THE PLANS include planting and trimming of
shade trees, planting of evergreen and annuals;
seeding: adding benches; addition of flagpoles,
grading of play areas: and laying topsoil, Some
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Landscape architect John Grissim works in his Farmington hills office. The large drawing at the rear of his desk is a

District spruces school sites

picnic tables will be added at Power Middle
School as well as wrought iron fencing at Harri-
son High School,

"Kids go to school fa)), winter and spring,
when It's wet, Grissim sald. “We want to regrade
the play arcas so that when the Xids go out to
play, they are not in mud.”

Grissim said that all trees wlll be inspected in
the nursery to make sure quality stock Is ob-
tained. In the past, trees were park grade, he
said.

"“Almost every site is clay soll,” Grissim said,

John Grissim & Associates is the 1989 recipi-
ent of the annual American Association of Nur-
serymen award. Grissim and a client wlll travel
ta the White House In May to recelve the award
from First Lady Barbara Bush hanoring land-
scape wark completed on The Gardens, a Palm
Beach Gardens, Florida regional fashion shop-
ping center.

Grisslm's company also won simitar national
awards in 1971 for SeaWorld in Ohlo and Florlda;
and In 1984 for Whilpool’s world headquarters in
Benton Harbor. These awards were presented by
First Ladies Pat Nixon and Nancy Reagan,
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Woman ticketed

for store crash

By Casoy Hans
stoft writer

‘The woman who drove through the
front wall and into the dressing
rooms of the T.J. Maxx store in
downtown Farmington last week has
been ticketed for careless driving,
accarding to Farmington police.

Virginla Veronica Britt-Strickien,
54, of Detrolt was issued a careless
driving citation for her part in the
incident.

Three people, including the driver,
recelved minor injuries Jan. 19 when
a Mercedes-Benz crashed through
the front wall of the store in the
Downtown Furmington Center short.
ly after noon,

FARMINGTON DEPUTY diree-
tor of public safety, Gary Goss, said
it was common for police to investi-
gate such an incident for several
days belore issuing a citation. He
said pollce needed 10 get statements
Irom wilnesses and others involved.
Careless driving is a civil infraction.

According ta police, Britt-Strick-
len backed her son's 1986 Mercedes-
Benz into a parking place in front of
the store. When she stepped out, the
car started to move forward, She got
back in and backed vp. hitting either
a snowbank or curb, then put the car
in forward apparently hit the accel-
crator instead of the break, sending
the car barrellng through the front
of the building. Police said there
were acceleratlon marks at the
scene.

The car went through a plywood
fartitioned wall, traveting about 100
feet from the parking space, tanding
about 40 feet into the store. The car

Student hired

Armand Mokino, a 1989 graduate
of The Spec Howard School of
Broadeast Arts in Southfield, was
hired as a paid intern in news at
WKBD-TV, Channel 50 in Southfield.

Molino, of Farmington Hills, was
a stedent of the Radio and Television
Broadcast program at Specs How.
ard.

i

Three people,
including the driver,
received minor injuries
Jan. 19 when a
Mercedes-Benz

crashed through the

front wall of the store . |

in the Downtown N
Farmington Center
shortly after noon.

dour wias open and Britt-Stricklen’s

fout out of the car as she drove
through the wall, causing injury to
her ankle and foot

Also injured were shoppers Brigid
Cullen, 25, of Furmington Hills and
Laurie Betler, 33, of Farmingten.
Both were treated at Botsford Gen-
eral Hospital and released.

John Arruda, vice president of
marketing for the Boston-based T.J.
Maxx, called damage to the stor
“minor.” bul was unable to offer a:
dollar amount. .

“Fortunately, no one was seriously;
injured,” he said. The Incident af-,
fected only the ladies swimwear de-
partment of the store, which he ex-,
pected to be fully restocked and,
opened over the past weekend.

The store was closed the afternoon-
of the incident, but reopened last]
Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. “We wouldn"
open it unth It was structually safe,
Arruda added.

Local store officials said the:
cauld not comment,

as TV intern

The Spees Howard School is a pri-
vate vocational school, offering com-
munication students hands-on train-
ing through two caurses of study
Radio and Television Broadcasting
and Broadeast Electronics. Founded
in 1970, the school is accredited by
the acerediting committee of the Na-
tional Association of Trade and
Technical Schools.
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EDISON spokeswoman Mary Kay
Bean said a company Investigation
sugggested a combination of high
winds and an aceumulation of corro-
slon on the base caused the pole to
topple inta the road.

‘At first I was relieved
that { was not hurt, but
then | became angry
that the company
would allow such a
situation to occur.’

— Mark Kerstein

“We have thousands of light poles
in the Wayne-Monroc distict alone
and each Is inspected and painted
every three to seven years. This s
not the flrst time a light pole has
fallen, but it certalnly Is not a regu-
lar occurrence.”

Bean sald she knew of no plans on
the part of the utility to increase its
inspectlon schedule.

“It Is my understanding that the
company belleves the current main-
tenance and inspectlon program is
adequate.”

For hls part, Kersteln sald he no
longer will take the safety of the

light poles for granted,

“1 guess people have to keep one
cye on the road and the other toward
the sky. The next time this happens
somebody may not be so lucky.”

State examines its signs

A tast swerve allowed a Farmington Hills man to avold being
«Injured when a Detroit Edison light pole toppled into Farming-
ton Road north of Seven Mile in Livonia,

MARK KERSTEIN

5-PIECE DINING SET, $1095

A refreshingly natural look adds
a warm note to family dining
and entertaining, Well-scaled for

° today's smaller dining areas,
the set combines a traditional
look with modern ideas. Hard rock
maple butcher block table top,
white legs and apron. 30x48"".
Individually priced: Table, $419.
White chair with rush seat, $169.
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on Saturday, according to MDOT &l ‘We already know if C,'(.'cgy ;ﬂgm concrete ::,'eh:ﬁi
rector James Pltz. Temporary slg- there is a serious be destrayed and the rods sent to a
nage was to be installed to guide problem. In the long private metallurgical laboratory for
drivers, although In each case only cvaluation.
one of three interchange signs was  range we want lo know Twenty-three signs wero replaced,

affected.

MDOT also lias started ultrasonle
testing of the siga bolts, which Is ex-
pected o take two weeks to com-

ete,

“We already know if there 13 o se-
rlots problem,” Pitz sald. “In the
long range we want to know if one is
golng to becomne a problem.”

if one Is going to
become a problem.’
— James Pitz
MDOT director

MDOT nmcln‘u sald, though signs

Using extreme high
sound waves, the ultra sound testa
are simllar to those conducted at
many arca hospitals, MDOT manag-

cer James Culp sald,

Outside “contractors crect signs,

must meet P ¢

tons. .

* High strength ateel rods, sunk into
the signs’ concrete base, could have
been knocked out of alignment as
support poles and signs were at-

for various reasons, during the
state’s last Inspection In 198385,
MacCreery said. That inspection also
featured ultra sound equipment,

Most of the signs were erected be-
tween 1972.80, MacCreery said,
though similar signs are atil] being
erected. i

Cantllever signs' deslgn allows
them to be placed off the edge of
pavement to give automoblles a
“free clear zone" should they slide
off road, MDOT officials sald,

“It really was a safety step,” Mac-
Creery safd,

Jacobson'’s

We welcome Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard? VISA? and Amerlcari Express®
+ Shop until  p.m. on T

hursday and Friday. Until 8 p.m, on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday &‘nd Saturday,
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