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student-led Chinese uprising

the Eastern block nations?

Month,
«Is anybody monitoring this?

Did they stick with the curriculum during the

Square? Did they stay with their weekly lesson
plan as the Berlin Wall came tumbling down,
promoting the domino effect among the rest of

Are they discussing the Soviet Union's step-
by-step march toward democracy going on be-
fore our eyes? Did they forsake that scheduled
exam Monday to discuss the impact of the free-
ing of Nelson Mandela? That kappened even as
many schools were celebrating Black History

iDoes the principal suggest that classroom and
hisiory teachers hold discussions and try to help
sthdents put these events in context?

Do parents question their kids over the dinner
table as to whether these world-shaking events

right to a quality

in Tiananmen

: y lesson
Schools: keep pace with change

‘ONDER WHAT history teachers in our

suburban schools are teaching these

. days as history is being made around
57

were mentioned in school?
Do intddle, junior and high school students re-
quest such classroom discussions as part of their

education?

1f not, why not?

WITH THE release of the statewide Michigan
Fducation Assessment Program scores recently,
a lot of aftention has been focused — and prop-

erly so -~ on the reading, math and science

American history

Sixties, Victnam?

seores in our local schools.

Until college-bound students began taking the
American College Test there was no such state-
wide method to measure their knowledge of his-
tory — and certainly their knowledge of current
events — unless someone took a poll.

Think about it.

in the past, students studying
rarely made it to World War II.

‘Today, do they even gel to the Korean War, the

History, whether world or American, it still is
being covered in the same year-long course.
That’s not realistic.

from our readers

npressed
with scholars

A
Ta the editor:

Whlle scanning the list of Harrison
High- School scholars in the Feb. 8
Olisérver, 1 was struck by the num-
berpf basketball players that were
Inglmied in the column. Of the 36
young men currently on the fresh-
mai, junlor varsity, and varisity
tealils, 24 made the honor roll, with
seyep recelving 4.0 grade polnis.

J3yas reminded of a recent fresh-
mansgame that I attended, Varsity
coach, Mike Teachman, while watch-
ing2he gamc was also tutoring a
vargity pleyer in math, I den’t know
whether 1 was more lmpressed by
tho-olarity and caring of the coach,
orlfi® dedlcatlon of the student.

ol F.X. Cahill,
Farmlngton Hills
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ALL IMPROVEMENTS & REPAIRS.
DEAL DYAECT WITH LICENSED CREY.
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BEST DOLLHOUSE FOR AGES 4-11

Jrd Floor & Garage
Extensions

20% Off
1hey 2-28-90
“Michigan's Largest Selection

of Furnilure, Lights & Accessories
*Homeawners Club (Speciat Bons Program)

:3941 W. 12 Mila » Barkley $543-3115
% Mon.. Sal. 10:5, Fil. 11 B p.en.

“Please,
my little
irl need

Imaginoif‘cwbed 1o ask for blood
1o save the life of somecns you love.|
 Next fima the American Red Crots
¥ atky, give blood, pleats

e
divEBLoOD, PLEASE %
E e

Bar group
liked stories

To the editor:

Kudos on the very informatlve and
upbeat article about Qakland Coun-
1y's Dispute Resolution Clearlng-
house and Settlement Center, and
about its chief staff executive, Molly
Forward.

This is definltely a community
service whose time has come, and
Molly is the right person to adminis-
ter the program. Her enthuslasm

DOM'T
REPLACE...

MODERN &

—=/ FORMICA
T Solid Colors,

and Woodgrain

and dedicatlon are obvious.

The Qakland County Bar Associa-
tion Is In strong support of this con-
cept, and we are delighted that the
state grant will enable the doors to
open shortly.

We express appreciation for all
those who showed falth fn the project
wlth sced funding, but are most
grateful for all the volunteers wha
arc glving so generously of thelr
time and talents, Thank you for a
very positive artlele.

Katliryn Gilbert Slrovey,
Exccatlve Director,

Now hear this:
Improve Capitol quarters

JERRY LAW was geauincly em-
barrassed. He was concerned I
might burn him [n print for his ad-
miited mistake.

Actually, I'm sympathetic to
Law and hls fellow 109 members of
the Michigan Haouse of Representa-
tives for the deplorable conditlons
they work under.

I could use some sympathy
myself. 1 try to cover their deliber-
ations and rall ealls.

Law, R-Plymouth, thought he
was voling on another Republican
amendment te the Democrats’
minimum wage bill and voted yes.
Instead, he broke party lines and
voted in favor of the bil) on final
passage.

"It’s se darn nolsy In there,” Law
sald. "And I was on the phone with
a constituent who was mad about
roads.™

THE HOUSE is packed into a
low-ceilinged room, with protrud-
ing pipes, in the Roosevelt Building
a block north of the State Capito).
The House’s chamber is undergoing
restoration.

Now when there’s nolse on the
Scnate floor, Lt. Gov. Martha Grif-
fiths bawls out the errant honor-
ables ltke a schoolma’am chastls-
Ing brats. She admonishes them to
pay attentlen to the Interesting
speaker. Griffiths runs a tight ship.
WorkIng there, T appreciate It be-
cause I'm trylng to get accurate
quotes.

Not so In the House, whese disel.
pline is weaker and whose tempo-
rary quarters have a low celling
that traps every conversational
babble.

Most representatives rarely talk
on the (loor. They vole, chat, do a
bit of reading and sometimes take
phone calls at thelr desks, which is
how Law made hls mistake.

1 have the floor phone numbers
of several members but avold call-
ing them during session because It

as icaden in colow as a

Tim
Richard

Lights over the press
section are so dim that
a guy can get
eyestrain. Next week |
may take along a
candle or a kereosene
lantern for
illumination.

can distract them during voting.
We news people hate extrancous
phone calls ourselves when wrlting
2 major story on deadllne.

“We golla get out of that place,”
sald Law, who s Jooking forward
to the renovation. Amen from the
press gallery,

LAW MAKES a hohby of state
capitol bulldings. “I've visited 20,
mainly in the West. It wasn’t long
before I realized what a terrible
mess ours was,” he sald,

He takes aleng a video camera
during family vacations. He doesn't
Identify himself as a Michigan
teglslator, just ambles along with
the tourists,

*“Mest are run by historical soci-
eties, You can learn a lot of history
in a state capitol.

“Here (In Michigan) you can't
even find a bathrroam.

“Most are made of marble. They
took only 10 ycars old even if
they're 100. The Utah capitol In
Salt Lake City is so clean you could
cat off the floor.”

Michigan's Capitol Is of gray

November sky over Lake Superior.
As for cating off the floor, ye-¢-e-e-
¢h!

CONNECTICUT has restored its
capitel building and saw tourism
rise from 10,000 a year (o 25,000
the {irst month, Law sald,

Michlgan is tn the process ol res-
taring the Capltol Bullding itself,
but there are great questlons about
whether to add an offlce bullding.

“Legislators and committees are
scattered around. People can't find
them,” said Law. "“Some legislatars
want It that way."

Iic would have all members® of-
fices the same size, A leglslative
district always would be assigned
he same office, regardless of who
holds the office. Home falks could
{ind the member that way.

Instead, Mlchigan does it unlon
style, by senlority. After every
election, lawmakers play musical
offlces as they tove up En seniori-
ty.

THE SENATE chamber has been
atiractively restored, but I for one
am less than thrilled about It as a
place to work.

From the visitors gallery, the
Victorian chandellers may block
your view of the voting board.

A scnator voling yes has his or
her name displayed in green; vot-
ing no, in red. But the all-capital
letters are hard to read.

Lights over the press section are
so0 dim that a guy can get cyestraln,
Next week | may take along a can-
dle or a kereosene lantern for illy.
mination.

I'd hate to make a mistake
recording a roll call.

Tim Rickard heads the news
service of Suburban Communi-
catiens Corp., parent company
of the Observer & Fecentric
Newspapers.

®bserver & Eceentric .
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March 2-3-4, 1990
DAVISBURG, MICHIGAN
in tho besutlful SPRINGFIELD-OAKS CENTER
1-75 exlt #83 Dixie Hwy. N, to Davisburg Rd.
Wost to Andorsonvillo Rd, % mille south of town of Daviaburg
THE LEADING FOLK ART SHOW IN THE NATION FEATURING
OVER 100 QUALITY FOLK ARTISANS FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY ‘
ridey € B.pm 18 8 pm - Aden. 36

Bcheronschnltie; baskats; plarced lamp shades;
Windsor chalrs; grained and painied furniture; reg
1

“COUNTRY FOLK AR
SHOW

SALE.
P

frakiyrs; tinwese; blackaml
boxes; pantry boxes; foik art

o
carved 10y2; aigns; weaihervanos; docoys;

eecolors; stenclling: whirlilgs; floorcloths;
bowida; uify country textls; frsbaurcs

braided snd an countey
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{313}834-4181 £.0, Do 111 Ortorse, M1 462 {313) 8344183
e g gt
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FLANDER MANSION (NOW BORTZ HEALTH CARE OF WEST BLOOMFIELD)
6470 ALDEN DRIVE « WEST BLOOMFIELD MICHIGAN 48033

/§i t BORTZ HEALTH CARE
{ 1\ OF WEST BLOOMFIELD
we believe in treating our residents
as part of the family.

The restored Flander Mansion affords elegant
surroundings where our residents receive the

highest quality nursing care, at a surprisingly
affordable cost.

AMERICA'S LARGEST PRIVATELY OWNED AND FAMILY-OPERATED NURSING HOME GROUP
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