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Chief judge queries need for 2 grand juries

By Pat Murphy
stalt writor

f_: Prosecutor Richard Thompson
wlll have to be very persuasive to
convince anybody that two grand ju-
rics are necded slmultancously, ac-
“eordlng to the chief judge of the Oak-
land County Cireult Court.
", “Hd(Thompson) will hzve a monu-
mentat task,” sald Judge Steven N.
Andrews. “He will have to convince
s (a majority of the county’s 14 eir-
cuit judges) that the same goals can't
be achieved with normal police
methods.

“Then he'll have to explain the
logic of having two grand juries at

the same time," sald the judge,
“That won't be casy.”

The prosecutor last week filed two
molions.

One was filed with Robert C. An-
derson, chief judge when the existing
grand Jury was empancled Sepl. 6
and who remains lts judicial supervi-
sor. It asked for an extension of the
grand jury.

The second motion, filed with An-
drews, asked for a second grand jury
to sit simultancously as the first pan-
el finishes reviewing cases already
beforeit,

TW0 GRAND JURIES are needed

Beyond the fringe.

‘He will have to convince us (a
majority of the county’s 14 circuit
judges) that the same goals can't be
achieved with normal police methods.’
— Chief Judge Steven N. Andrews

lor continuity, Thompson said. The
second grand jury 1o consider new
cases while the exlsting grand jury
finishes Investigations already initi-

ated.
Judge Anderson was in a Jury trial

Friday and could not be reached for
comment.

Judge Andrews, however, said
Thompsen's motion for a second
grand fury will be reviewed twice —
the first time during a judges' Infor-

mal meeting on March 6. The second
time wlll be during a hearing on
March 13, he sald.

Nelther is open to the publlc, sald
Andrews, who noted that most grand
Jury proceedings arc scerel.

“Thompsen will need (atfirmative)
votes from al least cight (of the 14)
Judges,” Andrews said, “nol an easy
task.”

ANDREWS DECLINED to specu-
late on how his colleagues would
vole. “But speaking for myself, 1
should think there would be more
logic to letting the cxisting grand
jury wind down and THEN 1talk
about another panel.”

Asked about any lfeedhack about
the grand jury and its procedings,
Andrews sald, “Every comment I've
heard has been favorable.”

Thompson has been enthusiastic
about the grand jury, calling It a
“devastating wcapon” against
crime,

At a press conference announcing
his two petitions, Thompson sald 30
people have heen Indicted by the
grand jury, including four for mur-
der.

s big advantage, he sald, is com-
pelllng reluctant witnesses to testify
by grantlng them immunity or
threatening them with jal) if they
refuse and are clted for contempt.

it's the now take on night. Long, tall and clean with a iringe

element that dares to he different. Not unlike the designer

collections at Saks Fitth Avenue where the nuances of the

night are captured with sophistication and style. \When vour

evening is all about glamour, you'll find it in place at SEA,

The Bill Blass Collection will be presented during a formal luncheon show to benefit Detroit Symphony Orchestra Hall on Wednesday,
February 28 at 11 am at the Falriane Manor. Ticket prices begin at $30; reservations are stilf avaliable by caliing 567-9000.
Join us in Troy to meet Bill Blass on Thursday, March 1, 11 am-12 noon. The collection will be informally modeled in Troy on Wednesday.

February 28, 3-6 pm. Thursday and Friday, March 1 and 2, 11 am-4 pm; in Fairlane on Saturday, March 3, 11 am-4 pm. Call 643-9000 ext.

291 In Troy; 336-3070 ext. 291 In Fairlane.

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy. Open weekdays from 10 am to 9 pmy; Saturday il 6 pm; Sunday, 12 to 5:30 pm
Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn. Open weekdays from 10 am to 9 pm; Saturday il 7 pm; Sunday, 12 to 6 pm,




