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URING a Farmington
Hills City Council
discussion last week,

Mayaor Jean Fox
called on Aldo Vagnozzi before
Ben Marks, she sald, “probably
because he's on my left car,
which is better than my right.”

“I've always been on your
left,” shot back Vagnozzi, an
active Democrat. Fox is an
actlve Republican.

IN the works.

In May, the Council of
Homeowners Associations of
Farmington HIlls wlll host a
forum on alcohol sales to
minory, Mlehlgan Liquor
Contre) Commission officials
are expected to be there.

The forum, supported by the
city council and palice
department, wlll precede the
high school graduation seasen
and the next undercover sweep
of businesses with liquor
licenses,

No date for the forum has
been sel.

BACK o board,

Gov, Blanchard has
reappolnted Kathleen Needham
of Farmington Hills to the state
Commission on Services o the
Aglng. She chalrs the
Gerontology Department at
Madanna College, Livonia.

QUOTE of tho week

6 You're not up there as
omnipotent powers. You rep-
resent us because we, as vot-
ers, elected you Lo represent
us — to hear our words,

— Hllls resldent Marty Krohner,
talking to the cily council. See to-
day’s opinlon page, 14A.
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By Joanno Mallszowsk|
staff writer

Farmington Hills homcowners
will recelve their property tax as-
sessment increase notices in the next
few days. But they aren’t expocted
to be as shocklng as in the days of
the once-spirallng housing market.

Resldential property tax assess-
ments will increase an average 9

percent this year, compared ta the
average 10 percent increase in 1989,
Most homeowners, hawever, cin ex-
pect to open notices showing incruas:
es between 8 to 10 percent, wi
a few as high as 20 percent, as
Dean Babb said,

Commercial and industrial prop-
erty owners again fared better with
average 3 percent [ncreases.

Notices will be malled to only
property owners whose assessments
have Increased.

The Farmington Hills Board of

3

Review will begin 1aking appoint-
ments for property tax assessment
appeals Monday, March . All ap-
palniments should be scheduled by
4:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 14,

The board wlll hear appeals 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Monday and Tucsday,
March 12-13 and )-8 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 14, Appeals can be made
in letter by March 14 or by making
an appointment by calling the asses-
sor's office, §73-9534,

“THE MARKET has slowed. R

doesn’t mean it dropped below 50
petcent. But that spiraling market
Isn't going up like it used 10,” Habb
sald.

The slowing markel means that
prices aren’t increasing as fast, any
sales aren't as plentiful as they once
were. For example, in 1988, the av-
erage sclling prlee of a home in a
particular neighborhond was
$160,000. In 1989, the house sofd for
$162,000,

“From 1988 to 1989, the increases
weren't as greal. The spiraling isn't

A retired factory worker from
Farmington Hills won $3,500 as the
third-place winner in the Michigan
Lottery's Fame & Fortune game
last week,

“l was pleased,” sald Fred
Troke, 57, a Detroit Baptist Manor
resldent for eight years and a
clown in many local'parades.

He vled with six others for
$50,000. Second prize was a $15,000

1990 Dodge Caravan. e plans to
pay bills and fix his car with his
winnlngs.

The game was taped Friday at
Channel 4 In downlown Detroit.
The show was broadcast Saturday
night.

ON FRIDAY morning, Troke's
sister and brother-ln law, Joyce

Frod Troke of Farmington Hills shows ot the souvenir money he won along with a real check for $3,500 in lnst week’s Michigan
Lottery Fame & Fortuno game.

Hills man finds Fame & Fortune

and Abe Frankford, drove him to
the Omni Hotel, where contestants
were bricfed on what was to fol-
low.

Then they were driven to Chan-
nel 4 In o white limausine {o get
acquainted with the staff. Next,
ihey were drlven by limo {o the
posh Whitney Restaurant for lunch.

Then It was back to Channcl 4
for makeup and to take their seats

In front of a studio audience. Tap-
Ing began at 2 p.m.

Troke spun the game wheel tc
wln $3,500. Later, the contestants
were driven back (o the Omnt.

‘Troke bought the instant ticket
qualifylng him for the show Feb, 12
at Arbor Drugs at 13 Mile and Orc-
hard Lake Road.

Five years ago, he won $291 tn
the daily lottery.

€ Suburten Communications Corporatian, All Rights Keserved

s tax assessments up 9 percent

Fifty Cents

2604

going up like it used to, We tempercd
the assessments to reflect the flat
market. Bul we are stil playing
catch-up. We've been lagging behind
the increases in the market {over the
past few years) and it takes a couple
of years to caich up,” Babb sald.

For assessment purposes, Babb
used a 24-month sales study. That in-
cludes housing sales In Farmington
Hills during the last three quarters
of 1987, all of 1988 and the first
quarter of 1989.
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Rolnick
won’t
seek
4th term

By Caroy Hana
staff writer

At least one longtime school trus-
tee will not seck re-clection to the
Farmington Board of Education this
June.

Twelveeyear veteran trustee Jan-
ice Rolnick said this week she will
not run again for a seat on the seven-
member panel.

The four-year terms of Rolnlck,
47, and Jack inch,
58, both expire in
June. Inch could
not be reached to
comment about
his intentions.

“i always said
as svon as she
graduates, that's
it," said Ralnick, a
three-term trustee
whose daughter is

J. Rolnick

a senlor in the district and will grad-

uate this year from North Farming-
n.

“I feel, philosophically, that peo-
ple on the board of education should
have children in the schoals. I really
belleve when you have kids In the
system, you know what's going on.”"

She sald she will continue to work
for her speclal areas of concern, not-
Ing her engoing cancern for the arca
of gifted educatlon. “I'm not giving
up = I'll just work through other
channels," she added.

PETITIONS ARE now available
for those secking to vle for one of the
two opening seats during the annual
school election en Monday, June 11,
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Freeway noise angers Hills homeowners

By Joanne Mallszewseki
staff wrlter

The blg, ycllow button on Bo!
Schulkins® lapel tells it all; “1-696 —
Noise and Broken Promlses.”

The Howard Road resident lives
700 feet from the newly widened
cighl-lane freeway,

Like many of his neighbors on the

‘We have got to convince state
officials that what residents are
experiencing is reality.’

— William Costick
Hills city manager

natural beauty road, is an-
gry that the Michigan Department of
Transportation doesn’t plan to put
barriers of any kind to buffer his res.
Identinl area from the constant free-
‘way noise.

“When 1 see whyt Southtleld and
other adfacent cltiel have done, they

let them put the expressways In this
way (the way citles want). Farming.
ton Hllls lets them put them in any
way,” Schulklns said.

Richard Conlin agreed. “These
other communlities got nolse abafe-
ment and we didn't,” the Howard

Road resident sald, Surprisingly,
when the snow from the freeway
was plowed onto the shoulders and
bulfered the resldences, “it was like
night and day.”

Desplte resldents’ complalnts,
MDOT abandoned its 2-year-old plan

to Install an earth berm to butler
Howard Road because of higher than
expected costs, “We are sill not re-
commending anything at this pofnt.
There could still be some further ne-
gotiations,” sald Lisa Funk, MDOT
transporiatlon planner.

BUT FARMINGTON Hllls' ofii-
clals and residents have no intention
of backing down, City olficlals plan
to go to bat with a formal response
to MDOT in March for Howard Road
residents, as well as resldents in
Camelot Court subdivislon, south af
1-696, between Middlebelt and lak-
ster roads.

“We have got Le convince state of-
ficlals that what residents are expe-

New Travel Scene takes flight today

Somebody onice sald that If you come home as
happy a3 you Icave, you have had a good vacatlon.
The trick to enjoying a vacatlon, as many of us
have found, s proper planning. With that in mind
the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers is launch-
ing Travel Scene, which you will find on the back

of Sectlon B In today's paper.

You told us through our rescarch data that
travel was a subject you were more interested in
reading about than any other — that's right, any

and useful Informatlon, but much of (t wilt be
wrilten by people who understand your travel
cancerns - your nelghbors.

That's correct. Each week at least one feature
will be from the perspective of a person from the
Observer & Eccentrlc circulation area.

The writer will tell you not only what they
found nt the locations you are planning (o visli,
but they will also give you uscful hints on where
to go and what to avoid when you get there,

{rom you,

To make this section complete, we want to hear

We want (o know what you think of Travel
Scene, what arcas you would like (o read about
and where you've been that you think your nelgh-
bors would be Interested in visiting.

We also plan on writing about all kinds of (rav.
¢ls from all dliferent,perspectives: the business
traveler, senior citlzens, famitles with children
and young adults,

tienclag s reality,” city manager
Willlam Costick sald, refecring to
Lhe “tremendous difference in nolse
levels™ and the “vibratlon™ from the
freeway,

When Farmington Hills officials
agreed to pay the more than
$600,000 share of the 1-696 widening
costs, promised nolse abate-
ment measures, Costlck said. Resl-
dents In Farm Meadow subdlvision,
next to Camelot Court, “generally
support” MDOT’s plans for a mason-
1y wall to buffer the noise, MDOT Is
proceeding with flnal plans, Costick
zald,
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A contest for
the eagle-eyed

Amateur sieuths, take note.

‘The entry form for the Identify
Dawatown Contest, co-sponsored
by the Farmington Downtown
Development Authority and the
Observer, I In today's paper.

‘The contest challenges entrants
10 Identify photographstof specif-
fc parts of downtown Farmington
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