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The Chrysler Technology Center, northeast of M-59 and I-75 in Auburn Hilis, will house Chrysler's main design and engineering staff who will guide the automobile
manutacturer’s innovations into the 218t century.

Chrysler tech center nears completion

By Gorald Frawley
stafl wrlter

Four years aiter ground was bro-
ken for the $1 biilion Chrysler Tech-
nology Center, the mammoth project
is moving ahead — albelt slowly.

Everything Is on schedule, and ev-
cryone remalns as committed to the
project as they were when it was an-
nounced in December 1984, say
Chrysler, state, county and local offi-
clals, {See related stories on Pages 2
and 3.)

Nevertheless, Chrysler has indefl-
nitely postponed plans for phase two
of the technology center and an adja-
cent 40-acre automotlve suppller
park.

Plans for the 3.3.milllon-square-
foot phase one of the project are un-

changed, and the company still in-
tends o open the project in the early
1990s, sald Chrysler spokesman
James Kenyon,

“We've been saylng for over a
year iaw the entire facility ls golng
to be open in 1892, he safd.

‘THE MASSIVE structure, north of
Featherstone Road and east of 1-75,
Is in the northwest corner of the
1,800-acre Oakland Technology Park
in Auburn Hills. The technology cen-
ter was heralded as a major corner-
stone Lo the park along with GMF
Robotics, Electronic Data Systems
and Comerica,

The center wlil be the focal point
for Chryster’s high-tech deslgn, Inno-
vallon and testlng programs.

Recent announcements by

Chrysler concerniag plant closings,
reductlons In the work force and the
eliminatlon of prefit sharlng for this
year in no way Impact the technolo-
gy center on the 508 acres En the
Oakland Technolugy Park in the
noriheast corner of the M-59 and I-
75 Intersection, Kenyon said.

The technology center's main
structure s virtually complete, but
it will take another two years before
all of the work will be done, Kenyon

sald.
“It is a huge factlity and not all of
it can be bullt at one time.

“MR. IACOCCA sald (at a recent
news conference) that we're still
committed to our $15 bllllon product
development program — the technij-
cal center I8 the crown fewel of our

Tuture plans,” he said.

The cost cuttlng efforts will pro-
duce 2 “leancr, meaner Chrysler,”
that wlll be able to take on the 1990s
as a more competltive, cfficient or-
ganization, Kenyon sald.

“We need the technology cenler ta
do that.

“The technical center is stlll very
high on Chrystee’s list of prioritles.”

PLANS FOR the second phase of
the technology center have been In-
definltely posiponed since March
1989, Kenyon said, as have plans for
an adjacent autometlve supplier
park.

“We have Interest in contlnuing
the auto suppller park — there are

Chrysler sale pending

A teaner, meaner Chrysler Is selllng its crown jewel — the Chrysler
‘Technotogy Center — ta raise more than $860 million In assets for use in
other dlvislons of the company.

Chryster wlll lease the technelogy center from the purchaser until the
year 2020 when it will revert back to the auto manufacturer.

Chrysler manager of media relatlons Thomas Housten said Tuesday
the sale will not alfect constructlon at the site or operations once the
facility is completed,

Chryster will seli the facility to Manufacturers Hanover Co. of Califor-
niz which will sell the bonds as the Auburn Hills Trust.

Auburn Hills Trust will sell more than $800 million worth of bonds to
purchase the property, after which It will be leased to Auburn Hills
Services Corp., a service of Lhe property management company Cush-
man & 1d with offices in d.
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Project consistent
with planning goals

By Gorald Frawloy
stafl wrlter

‘The Chrysler Technology Center hasn’t been an
easy project to pull off for Chrysler, but if It were
;lm[—lcd today it might be even more difficult to

utld.

Development is far more complex today than it
was even En 1985 — land prices in southeast Michi-
gan have skyrocketed, antl-development sentiment
is growing, assembling enough land for a_major
project Is difficelt, and government agencles arc
far less likely to agree to pay for Infrastructure

I n relatively areas,

But desplte the complicatlons Invoived In build-
Ing such a large project, state and company offi-
clals say they would do it all over again — the
proect is that important,

THE TECHNOLOGY center is “the crown jewel”
In the manufaciuret's $15 billion product develop-
ment program that will help Chryaler regain its
competitive edge In the coming decade, sald
Chryster spokesman James Kenyen,

rysler's current facilitles don’t compare with
Ford and General Motor technology centers where
fnnovatlons are tried and tested years before they
reach the market, he zald.

To compete In the Increasingly competitive mar-
ket, Chrysler needs a similar technology center,

. Even with the present economlc belt tightening
and the incrensing emphasls on controlling and
slowlng growth, Chrysler's technology center would
still be bull{l,'_mld Bill Lontz of the Michigan I.‘;T

o o

vision.

Bullding incentives and tax abatements awarded
to the project may be more difficult to coma by
today, but the beneflts of the project — jobs and
tax base — merit its construction, he sald.

“EVERYTHING ABOUT the project Is consist-
cnt with what we're doing in the Slx Pack group,”
Lontz said.

Slx Pack, the nlckname glven to the Greater De-
troit Economnle Dovelopment Group, {3 made up of
rephesentatives of Detrolt, Wayne, Oakland and

" Macomb countles and the departments of transpor-

tation and commerce.

The group was formed with the {ntent of slowing
urban sprawl by “redirectlng it away from the
cornilelds toward areas with adequate infrastruc.
ture," Lontz sald.

The maln criteriu for projects Is that they be In
arcas designated for development in the SEMCOG
sewer service map, Lontz sald,

“That area has always been marked for develop-
ment In the map,

“It 1s an In-fill project — It had water, it had
scwers, it had existing roads — we merely had to
expand on what was there,” Lontx said. “Not only
would It have been developed, but we would have
pursued it just as vigorously today as we dld Lhen.”

Projects farther north and west of Pontlac are
less likely to get the nod from cconomic develop-
ment planners because sewer extensions are be-
coming increasingly rare,

"But Chrysler s right on the edge.”

ALL THE controlled growth planning princlples
belng discussed by state and county agencies would
sUll allow the project, said Lou Lambert of the De-
partment of Transportation plannlng divislon.

“If you look at all the guldelines, it would atill be
consistent with what we're dolng.

“If it were a true green field, we might have
some problems, but It's not,” he said,

When people consider the amount of work put
into the area, they should remember much of the
work was planned prior to the Oakland Tech Park
or the Chirysler Technology Center,

“From a slate perspective, it's still one of the
best projects we could have for the area and we
would have mado every effort to get It In there,”
Lambert sald.

The Detached C’ondomzmum Briarwood
Come Complete with an Enchanted Forest.

Our beautifully preserved grounds and uncrowded
space provide the privacy of single family living with
the luxury of a condominium lifestyte. The 2 & 3
bedroom homes are graced by cathedral ceilings, the
warm glow of a wood-burning fireplace, air
conditioning, attached (wo-car garage and much
more. Visit us during our Grand Opening celcbration
and feel the enchantmenl.
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