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‘Snowy encounter

Livonia residents Chuck Karoub {right) and his brother,
Peter, 7, share a ride down the sled hill behind Farmington

DOUALAS SUSALLA/stal nho\wmnh«

Foster parents win state award
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She [s really perfect for these kids.”

Jlm, a professlonal magician and
entertalner, easily accepts new fos-
ter children. He makes time to do
magie trlcks, particlpate as an Indl-
an guide at the Llvonia YMCA and
drive the church bus on Sundays to
be with the children.

But he gives all the credlt to Don-

na.

“She takes everything in stride.
When kids have to be taken to the
hospltal, she'll sit in the waltlng
room all night. Even during the
roughest ttmes, she remalns calm.”

“WE'LL BE dolng this as long as
we can,” Donnra sald. “Some days
are really hard. There have been
days when we wondered why we've
dolng this, but ‘the kids are our
reward. They really are special.”

The Faulkners' adopted children
are Jonathan, 6, born with a cocalne

Hills man charged
with beating tot

‘A Farmlington Hills man Is
charged with assault with intent to
murder In connection with an al-
leged severe beating of a 7-month-
old boy he was helplng care for.

Arraigned Feb, 21 before District
Judge Fred Harris of Farmington,
Ronald Lowell Drlng, 23, stood mute
to the charge and an Innocent plea
was entered In his behalf. Harris
signed the arrest warrant the day
before.

Harris adjourncd Dring’s prellmi-
nary exam last Wednesday at de-
fense attorney Joseph Kosmala's re-
quost.

:Dring was remanded to the Oak-
lind Couaty Jall in lleu of $250,000
cash or surety bond pending the
exam, rescheduled for March 14,

+Harrls denied Kosmala's request
[dr personal bond but the Mouni
Clemens attorney sald he Intends to
rcgucst it agaln if hls client Is bound
over for trial.

““We categorically deny any mls-
treatment of Joshua whatsoever,”
Kosmala said Friday. “We're abso-
lutely abhored that Mr. Dring has
been charged in this casc.”

Joshua Martln was reported In
falr condition Friday at Children's
Hospitai of Michlgan in Detroit,

“As I understand 1t, his condltion
fs vastly improved. That's informa-
tion 1 got from the baby’s mother,
who seems him on a dally basls,"
Kosmala said,

Dring and Joshua's mother are cn-
gaged, Kosmala sald.

WHEN COMMUNITY EMS
paramedics brought him to the Bots-
ford General Hospital emergency
room at 3 p.m. Feb. 8, Joshua had
neck bruises along the jawline as
well as his left arm and shoulder. He
also had broken blood vessels in the
left ear, He was unconselous and be-
gan having seizures, Farmington
Hills police said.

The d deter-

Publlc Schools' Louis Schull Center at addiction; Christapher, 9, born a
and roads in Farmi: Y fetal my.
alternoon. with leukemia at '§; Brlgelt. 17,

abused and abandoned; Ilisha, 18,
born wlth severc cecebral palsy.
Thelr four birth children are
H)an 27, Renee, 25; Kevin, 23; and
Annette, 21,
Amber, the newest additlon to the
household, scemed content as she

‘We’ll be doing this as long as we can.
Some days are really hard, There have
been days when we wondered why
we're doing this, but the kids are our
reward. They really are special.’

— Donna Fauikner

slept [n Donna’s arms. Amber, a 2-
week-old infant, was taken from her
mather In jall,

The chitdren who have come Into
the Faulkners' home these past 20
years are “special needs” chlldren
who suffer malnly from abuse and
neglect, abandonment, drug addle-
tion and diseases

Donna admmed it's never easy to
see a child leave, especlally when
the Faulkners are uncertain as to
where the child will be placed.

When llisha was adopted by the
Faulkners, she sald, “Now I'm a
human being,” Dann:l recalled.

“I guess she dldn't feel lke she be-
longed anywhere,” Donna sald. “She
Just wanted to be part of the famlly,
and she really wanted our name.”

PICTURES OF each of the 48 chil-

Recycling workshop slated

The Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce will
host a workshop on recycling for
businesses Wednesday, March 14.

The breakfast worltshop wlll begln
at 8 am. at the Sulte Ho-

glns, accordlng to the workshop flicr.

For reservatlons, call the cham.
ber: 474-3440. Cast If $10 per person
for members, $12 per person for
non-members,

tel, 37529 Grand River.

must consider the im-

mined the most serious injury wasa
Iil&lhrcnlcnlng Internal head injury.

At 515 p.m. Feb. 8, Joshua was
{ranslerred to Children’s Hospital,
pallee said.

“We deny the bruises were the re-
sult of any striking or hitting,” Kos-
mala sajd. “They were the result of
the baby having been dropped accl-
dentally.”

Dring accidentally dropped
Joshua from shoulder height while
picking him up after lying him on a
bed so he could play with him for a
few moments, Kosmala satd. Dring
had moved the 25-pound baby to the
bed In ar; effort to comfort him after
he awoke, crylng, in another room,
Kosmala sald.

“The baby lurched backwards and
(elibw the carpeted cement floor,” he
sa

“My lnvcsllgmion would reveal

with

pact of solid waste on proflt mar-
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that everythlng is
baving happencd exactly as hlr
Drlng sald it happened,” Kosmala
added
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dren hang in the hallway. No one is
forgotten,

One boy stands out Iln Donna’s
mind. The 14 month old had been
abused and neglected. Donna raised
the boy until he was 3, when the De-
partment of Social Services declded
his natural mother was fit to take
him back. Three months after he
was sent home, he was beaten to
death by his mother’s boyiriend,
Donna sald.

"Il never forget him. He was a
good Iittle boy.”

Throughout their 20 years ol fos-
ter parcnting, not all the chitdren
were well-behaved, The couple had

to ask that a few children be re.
movs

BRIGETT, ONE of their adopted
children, has recently been placed in
a special treatment center in Grand
Raplds due o severe emotiona)
damage.

“Teenagers are harder to take be.
cause they haven't been through the
same stages your other children
have,” sald Donna, who runs the
clothing closet for foster children at
the St. Vincent & Sarah Fisher Cen.
{er. “For some of the kids, there is
Just teo much damage done. They
will have to live with those marks
(abuse) for the rest of their Ilves.”

Thelr natural children have al-
ways been supportive of their foster
care wark, Donna safd. But at times,
thelr natural children were confused
when a foster child was taken away
for permanent placement.

“You have to remember that
they're kids, too,” Donna said,
“When they sce kids leave, they don't
realize the dlfference. You have 10
take time to explain the difference
between your own kids and the fos.
ter children.”
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