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Suu'l( Station plays a guitur-dnven rock that sounds like the unlikely combination of “classic rock” and Stan Rldgeway that
WOrks.

Station: Not so soulful sounds

By Jitl Hamliton
spocial writer

First, let's get this out of the way. Soul Station
doesn't play sout music. What they do play is an
unusual sort of guitar-driven rock that sounds like
an unlikely combination of “classic rock™ and
Stan Ridgeway. This mixture actually works.
Honest.

Soul Slation Is & band you could bring home to
tnother. During an early afternoon interview at
the glamorous sctting of a Denny’s Restaurani,
Joc Angotti (tead guitar), John Linardos (vocals,
rhythm guitar) and Scolt Burks (drums) proved
themselves to be artleulate, personable, nlce guys.

Nice guys? Yes, nice. Although we don't know
for sure since bassist Steve Rousee couldn't come
to the Denny's summit, he's probably a nlce guy,
toa,

Some bands seem more enamored with the
trappings of success and the idea of being In a
bangd than in the muslc itsell. The four guys In
Soul Statlon play In a band Just because they real
1y like playing music.

"We're always going to play,” Linardos said.
“0f course, it would be nice to be able to make a
living at it

Surc. but is it probable? Actually, the answer is

Soul Station got off to quite a good start. For
thelr first gig, they played at St. Andrew's Hall,
opening for the Orange Roughies.

i happened kind of tast,” said Burks. Linardos
was a [rlend of the Orange Roughles and asked if
his band could open for them at the St. Andrew's
gig- What Linardos neglected {0 mention was that
he didn't exactly have a band tegether yet. He

quickly recruited Angotti, a ncighbor from his
building and his fricnds Rousee and Burks. ¢

THE SHOW was a success, They had (o use a
practice amp slnce they didn't have any equip-
ment but, as Burks puts it, “We jJammed.”

After that fateful first gig, Soul Station declded
tkat maybe it was tlme to buy some equipment. It
was a good investment. After only 1% years of
playing together, Soul Station racked up an im-
pressive array of successful performances.

in Janvary, they headllned wlith several of De-
troit's most popular bands at the FUN magazlne
party at St. Andrew’s Hall. They also played at
the popular Tremor Records show at Paycheck's,

In February, they performed at the Majestlc
Theatre with such illustrious local talent as
Crossed Wire, Phlneas Gage, the Sun Messengers
and Ash Can VanGogh at a benefit for WDET and
the American Heart Associatlon.

Their new five-song cassette, slmply titled
“Soul Statlon” has been getting alr play on
WDET's “Dimensions" show and on WDTR's *'De-
troit Music Scene.”

‘The band has started playing the out-of-state
club clreult,

“We've played In Toledo and Milwaukee . . .
the Mldwestern tour,” safd Angotti.

The band hopes to evcntually expand thelr next
Midwestern tour to Include more than two citles,
but {or the present, Lhey are happy with what they
are doing.

“When we first started out, half the shaws were
good and half were not good,” sald Angottl. “Late-
Iy, we've been playing well and getting good re-
spanses.”

“WE'RE GETTING more conslstent,” Linardos
said,

Lindaros handles writing the songs for the
group because, as Angotti puts it, “We're lazy, so
we det him do it."

"I try to write all the time. Every night 1 write
something — songs, poelry or something on the
guitar,” sald Linardos.

When asked about musical influences, Linardos
named songwriters “like James Taylor, Paul
Simon, Lou Reed."

Listening to Soul Statlon's rough-edged songs,
t's hard to imagine that they were somehow In-
spired by mellow rockers tike James Taylor and
Paul Simon. But, take a Jook at the lyric sheet and
the Influence is obvlous. Linardos has quite a tal-
cent for writing honest, emotlonal songs.

WIIEN ASKED about other local bands, Soul
Station Is quick to compliment the competition.
Some favarites include Anti-Fashion, Inslde Out,
Viv Akauldren, Static Alphabet and Crossed Wire,
‘They repeat the familiar refrain that Detroit has
a lot of great local bands but that there is little
radio support. However, Soul Statlon has a solu.
tion to the dilemma.

“Everybody has to get together,” Linardos sald,
“Local bands nced to work with each other in-
stead of competing with each other,” added Jim
Stone, who manages the band.

“More like a collective,” echoed Burks. “1
would be great If there were more local compila-
tlon albums." He cites Tremor Records and com-
mends them for their support of local music.

“Their review was really fun and it was
packed,” he said. “We could use a lot mare things
Iike that,”
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alive signs with 4AD

Livonla-based musician Warren
Defever and his group his name s
alive recently was signed to a one-
record deal by British major Inde-
pendent 4AD/Elcktra Entertain-
ment Group, according to New York-
based label publicist Vicky Wheeler.

The yet-to-be titled LP will be re-
leased in August.

The record deal is a remarkable
{eat considering Defever performed
only a couple of times Yve with the
group.

"I have a theory,” sald Defever,
who is currently touring with Elvis
Hitler. "'It scems to me . . . (bands)
Lry to be really popular local bands.
That's great for your social life, but
it doesn’t work.™

Defever sent in a tape recorded on
a four-irack In his basement ta 4AD
representatlve Ivo Watts-Russeld, He
was “impressed” and told Defever to
keep in contact.

After a few visits to Garageland
Studios in New Boston, Defever
resubmitted the tape and Watts-Rus-
scll approved.

The Livonla Stevenson graduate
has performed with a number of lo-
ca) groups, most natably Snake Out
and Elvis Hitler. Severa) muslcians
hetped out on the project, Including
vocalists Karea Ollver, and Angle
Carorzo along with Damlen Lany
and Jim Auge.

Defever describes his music as
“basically rock music” blended with
folk and classical stylings. He's put-
ting together a band to tour in the
fall. Members Include Melissa Elliot
and his younger brother Matthew
Defever,

We have a new idea for a compila-
tion album. Title it “Bass Player
Blues” and ask Frank Allison & the
0dd Sox, Orange Roughles and Jug-
glers and Thleves to appear. All
three have, or will be, waving bye-
bye to their basslsts.

John Boyle recently performed his
last show with Frank Allison & the
0dd Sox at the Blind Plg. Tim Doss
of the Orange Roughies served no-
tice he wouldn't be able to tour in
support of the long-awalted release
of “Knuckle Sandwich."

JIl Zimba of Jugglers and Thieves
will be leaving the band to marry
Daryl Dybka, who is keyboardlst and
co-producer of the Chet Atklns Band,
later this year.

The band also it has

jor record labels. -

Orange Roughles found a solution
to thelr bass player shortage, enlist- =
ing the services of Idiots’ drummer ™
Glyon Seanlon. The group is sct to
shove off on a massive tour of the
Midwest, Southwest and southern
California. The tour kleks off March
31 In St. Louls, Mo. Also Dave Katz
looks to be the likely replacement
for Frank Allison & the Odd Sox,
who will play Friday and Saturday
at Lil's.

Of course, no romp through the lo-
cal music Is complete without a note
from the Sensitive Big Goys. Appar-
ently, the Livonia group has a tape
ready to go, “our (sie) Flaws Make
Us Perfect” Price tag for the 20.
minute tape? A mere $149.95.

But, wait. Act now, according to
the Big Guys, and recelve a 97 per-
cent mark down. That's right, folks,

A tape that nmormally retails for

$149.95 is avallable for $4. The offer
only lasts until Dec. 1, 1999 (Sorry, -
no mention of any Glnsu knlves). Bs
Shheesh! And we thought the nnly
bargains were at K mart.
— Larry O' Covmaw e

slgned a management/reptescenta-
tion contract with Star-Directlon
agency of Los Angeles, Callf., and
has such clients as the O'Jays and
the Temptatlops. The agency will
present Jugglers and Thleves to ma-

TOP HITS

Livonia-based War-
ren Defever and his group
signed to a one-record deal
by British major independent
4AD/Elektra Entertainment
Group.

LOCAL

® Sam 1 Am
Sam | Am will perform Monday,

March 5, at flck's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann

Arbor. For information, call 996-2747,

@ Walk the Dogma

Walk the Dogma will perform on Tues-
day, March 6. at the Blind Pig, 208 5.
First, Ann Arbor. For information. call
9968555,

© Fully Loaded
Fully Loaded will peeform on Tuesday,

March 6, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Aan

‘Arbor. For Information, call 996-2747.

® Nolze That Hurlz

Nolse That Hurtz will perform with
Ruests, Lunacy, oo Wednesday, March 7,
at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor.
For informallon, eall 996-8555.

REVIEWS

© Fres Splelt

Free Splrit will perform on Wednes.
day, Mazch 7, and Friday and Saturday,
March 510, at Jaggers Nightclub, 3481
Elizabeth Lake Road, Watetford, For in.
formatlon. cal 681-1700.

@ Chlsel Bros.

The Chisel Bros, will perform on
Wednesday, March 7, at Rick’s Cale, 611
Church, Ann Arbar. For informatlon, calt
996-2747.

© Guilt Parade

Guitt Parade will perform with guests,
Forced Anger, on Wednesday, March 7,
at Club Heldelberg, Main Strect, Ann Ar-
bor, For [nformatlon, call 663.7758.
® Falth Heaters

Falth Healers will perform on Thurs.
day, March 8, at the Blind Pig, 208 5.

First, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-8555.

@ Inside Out

Inside Out will perform with gucsts,
Yab Yum, on Thursday, March 8, at Club
Heldelberg, Main Street, Ann Arbor. For
Infortnation, call 663-5758.

© Orange Roughles

Orange Roughles wlll perform with
guests, The Idlots, on Thursday, March 8,
at 3D Club, 1815 N. Main, Royal Oak.
For information, call 533-2344.

® Heartbeals

Heartbeats will perform on Friday and
Saturday, March 9-t0, at Jameson’s, 1812
N. Main, Roya) Oak. For information,
call $47-6470,

® Sisep

Sleep will perform on Friday, March 9,
at Finney's Pub, 3965 Woodward, Detroit.
For informatlon, call $31-8020.
© Funhouss

Funhouse will perform on Friday,
March 9, at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048
Canif, off 175, For Informatlon, call 365

& Suzannetiane

Suzanne Lane will perform on Friday
and Saturday, March 910, at Bird of Par-
adise, 207 8. Ashley, Ann Arbor. For in-
{ormatton, call 662-8310.

® Dslta Rockers

Delta Rockers will perform on Friday,
March 9, at Skylights, Griif's Grill, 49 N.
Sagtnaw, Pontiac. For Information, call
334.9292.

Best-selling records of the week:
1.“Two 1o Make It Right." Seduction.
‘Opposites Attracy,” Pacla Abdal,
E‘Jupade:’ Jupet anon
na..gmu *Roxe
Whal Kind of \l:n V-nuld 1 Be” Chl-

G All or Nothing," Milll Van§lil.
"‘rell Me Why," Expose.
“How Am I Supposed to Live Without
V\Ml, Michael Bolton.
Ve Can't Go Wrong." Cover Girls.
KO Ileu We Are,” Glorla Egtefan.
{Source; Cashber magazine)

Here are the top 10 songs (o par-
tleular order) receiving air play on
“Detrolt Music Scene,” which Is
heard 4.5 p.m. Sundays (rcpeated
5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesdays) on WDTR-
FM 908,

1. "Hot Women(Cold Beer),” Goober
& the Peas,

2."Planet of Love,” The Gear.

. “Could It Be You," See Dick Run,
4. “Metropolis,” Blue Nimbas,

5. “The Fighter,” Soul Statlon.

6. “Opportunity,” Standlng Pave-
ment,

7. “No Money,” Johnoie Quest. 8.

8. “The Narrow Line,” Walk the Dog-

ma.
9. “Recollectlon,"Mochness Lobster.
10. “Johnny is a Nightmare,” Free-
masons.

INSHA-ALLAH!
—: Nasa

Nasa's debut, Insha-Allah!, is the
latest entry in the recent spate of
Middle Eastern recordings hitting
U.S. shores, With Insha-Allah!, Momo
(gultar) and Cash (vocals) have no
tess lolty a goal than "to bring to-
gether East and Wal Inlo a startling
new synthesls of sound.

They succeed. The graup. ramed
after the Amerlcan space program
and Gamal Abde! Nasser (the Egyp-
tian president who spearheaded the
movement for Arab unity), splees up
Wesiern guitar-based rock with mys.
terlous Eastern melodles, chants and
sounds. The mixture makes for quite
an odd concoction,

Although Western muslcians, most
notably George Harrlson, have In-
corporated elements of Middie-East-
crn music Into thelr music for years,
Nasa ls the flrst band lo go beyond
the oceasional use of a sitar and glve
Eastern and Weslern sounds equal
timel

The resuit Is an odd hybrid that is
powerful, majestic and sensual, but
it also rocks. Nasa moves casily be-
tween screeching guitar feedback
and oasls of gwllu, atmospherie
Eastern sounds. 's echoed vo-

Two songs — “Shah Shah” and
“Serophla” were previously released
on a four-song EP, “Boy King and
the Lizard Glrl" “Shah Shah™ Ls sav-
age and exotic layering of sounds.
“Scrophia Is a dizzying dance tune,

BLOOD BROTHERS
— Rob Tyner

In 1969, three bands released ma-
jor-label debuts that forever rede-
fined “the Detroit sound.” The
Stooges, Allce Cooper and the MC5
played raspy, lindustrial strength
rock-and-roll. Of the three, the MC5S
was the most politica), tnventive and
eclectie.

Twenty years later, the raw pow.
er, muscle and sonic boom of these
bands Is still belng Imitated. And
while the bands themselves have all
disintegrated, the lead singers, Iggy
Pap, Alice Cooper and Rob Tyner,
remaln the most active and recog-
nlzed ahlmnl of thelr respective

nds. none of the

complete with a new age’
in lyrics llke, * A love misslon, ch|l-
dren glven slght/a psychic vislon,
beauty born of decay/a new religlon,
pary for your love to stay.”

Nasa brought out the blg guns for
this major-label debut on  Sire
Records, lncluding legendary Indian
tabla player Pandit Dinesh and Is-
racli vocallst and label mate Ofra
Haza. Not making a muslcal appear-
ance on the album but thanked,
nonetheless, In the liner notes are
ather “blg guns” — Shiva, Buddha,
Krishna and Allah,

Insha-AlIuh by uxe way, can be
od willing."

cals can bo nnd

as on “Woman" or harsh and metal-
lie, "as in "Maglc Joweled
Limousine.” He has that same sort of
passionate wail as U2's Bono or
INXS' Michac) Hutchence,

4 h

loosel
No use lnldng any chn nc«:
— Jill Hamilton

three has retained the distinctive-
ness or originality that character-
Ized thelr early work,

Rather, they are all Imitating
thelr imitators. Iggy Pop's songs
crop up on soundtracks, where they
blend depressingly with the current
wave of L.A. metal. Alice Cooper has
copped more than his fair share of
Bon Jovi harmonies of late. And Rob
'I?n]clr. well, his [s the saddest story
of

all,

“Blood Brothers” Is a startlingly
bad record. Tyner claims to have
penned most of the MC5's yrics, and
has been the band's key songwriting
member. If thla (s true, Tyner’s skills
have evaporated over the past two
decades.

‘The record has traces of the MC5's
politicism, but the Ideas are even

o

more fuzzy and muddled. On several
tracks, Tyner strives for anthemic
pop-motal. The results end up sound-
Ing like bargaln-basement KISS,

Tyner's vocals are a pale, wobbly
echo of his former full-tilt assault,
and his band is not able to prop him
up. Jocy Gaydos has a stableful of
Van Halen-insplred snorts and whin-
nies, but his cfforts are shochorned
Into the songs. And the drumming is
simply inept, with beats stumbling
about llke soused deckhands.

‘The opening cut, a cover of the
Stone's “I's Only Rock'a’Roll,” is so
tepid that the title becomes a lle.

Because the record contains bh-
tant a((em pts to cop the Los Ang:
pop-metal sound, it might bc pml
ble to write thix record off as & des-
perate and ill-advised stab at Top £0.
If, however, this record represents
Tyner’s idea of “Detroit hard rock,”
he would do well to head for the
palm trees and leave “Motor City
Music” to people who can still smell
something burnlng In the Motor City.

— John Logle

SHAKE YOUR
MONEYMAKER
~— Black Crowes

Ah yes, sometimes life Is surpris-
ing.
The Black Crowes are a new band
from Atlanta, Ga, who recently
recelved quite a career boost when
hey were signed by Def American, a
divislon of Geffen Records. With
“Shake Your Moneymaker,” the
Crowes are making their first stab
at the big time.

Unfortunztely, the Crowes also be-
came acquainted wilh publicists.
Here, verbatim, is what ope cager
young PR type at Geffen bad to say
about the Crowes:

“If rock'n'roll is down'n'dirty,
boozin’, bloozin’, and flozzin”

rock'n'roll is lcmna loose all your .

emotions, {f rock’n‘roll is reacting
to .nqmnq @ record deal with the

word ‘cool,’ if rock'n'roll is crash-
ing a car, so you con put the real
thing instead of a sound effect in
a ::na. thm the Black mee: s
roc)

Maybe this description  would
thrill and excito some eager, young

listencrs, but others ol us might be-

prompted to those
Black Crowe guys sound like a bunch
of é:rklx." i
t was with great datlon

that we placed this cllﬁr
on the old (urntlble. Guess what?
The album is pretty good.

Brothers Chris {vocals) and Rich

§

Roblnson (gultar) might be ]u’kx but. .

they are not talentless jerks, They
are ldepl at wrlllng powerful tunes
that hard and actually have -

some umbhnte of a melody. """

Drummer Steve Gorman bangs the,
#kins with originality and finesse,

And, perhaps the biggest bonus, on
“Shake Your Moneymaker,”  the
songs don't all sound allke. These
Crowe {fellows have written some

“stutc ‘twr Hnneymher"
fine debut,and should garner
band soms |

PR puwnxuyioulom. N
—Jill Hamilton ,
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