Hillside fall opening looks like a go

By Cnsoy Hans
staif writoer

Farmington Publlc Schoals are working hard to com-
piete the new, 77,000-squarc-foot Hillside Elementary
School so classes can begin on time at the westside site.

“Each day Is, lterally, a jewel,” said Flanagan, in
deseribing the fmiportance time has in the building
project, slated for completion Aug. 17.

Flanagan said he Is confident in project management
reports, which say the hullding, on 11 Mile just east of
Halsted in Farmlington Hills, will be done far the open-
ing of schoel this fall.

Offictals have worked on a tight timeline since the
January 1989 bond election, In which they were given
voter approval to bulld the school,

“I'm pleased with what's happening so far this year,”
said trustee James Abernethy, who heads the board's
Building and Site Committee and visits the slte reguar-
1 .

y.
“1 see a very good effort being put forth. For another
month, we're pretty much at the mercy of the weather.”
“It’s going to be very tight — we're dolng what we
can.”

AS MASONRY and steel form what will be the new
Hillstde building, offlelals and parents anxlously awalt
what wllt be at the school's core,

A currleelum proposal for the new, 650-student ca-
pacity el y school is exp d to be
Farmington schoa) trustees during a public committee
meeting March 6, prlor to the regular board meeting.
Flanagan sald time for and any for-
mal action would oceur at the March 20 board meeting.

Hilislde Is belng bullt on an I1-acre parcel on the
south side of 11 Mile. It will cost $7.7 millllon for the
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This view looks narthwest at Hillside Elementary.

On schedule

building, furnishings, administratlve costs and school
playground equipment. The building will Include carly
childhood-leve) learning and play areas on the east, aca-
demle classroom areas in the center and a grouplng of
cafeteria, and school playgl 10 the
west,

In a Feb. 20 report to the board, contract managers
McCarthy and Smith and E & V Inc. reported that good
January weather made up for time problems In Decem-
ber, when a cold snap brought work to a halt. Of 20
available work days, crews worked 15 regular days,
plus three Saturdays.

ALTHOUGH STORMS in February also shut dawn
the project for several days, “measures are belng taken
10 resolve this issue,” according to a written Feb. 20
constructlon update.

By the end of February, contractors were expecied to
complete some ficor pouring, enclosures and roofing
and steel erective of the second floor system.

Flanagan said he has a teatative contingency plan In
case the bullding is not completed, but *“we purposely
haven't spent a lot of Lime on It. We should know by the
cnd of the school year If we don't have a chance to make

Contingency plans would include adding portables, al-
ready on order, 1o those schools which have students
attending Hillside, keeplng new classes and teachers to-
gether until they could be moved to the new building,

Some 553 students currently attendlng Flanders, For-
est, Beechview and Longacre elementary schoots will
£0 to the new schoel, putting the building at 85 percent
of its capacity and allowing for future growth.

Current fourth graders in the Hillside boundary area,
of which there are 76, can opt to stay at thelr current
school next fall if they provide thelr own transportation,
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This view looks northeast from the rear of Hillside Elementary.

police/fire calls

Listed below are seme of the
Fuarmington-arca police inci-
dents, fire culls and court cases
reported during the past week:

o stolen car

An 18-year-old Sterllng Heights
man in a stolen car took Farmington
pallee on a high-speed chase along
Grand River last week. The car
cventually landed In a ditch and he
was arrested.

According to a Farminglon De-
partment of Public Safety report:

On Feb. 28 at 9:10 p.m., officer
Vincent Ziegler notleed a man in a
1990 Dodge Daylona accelerating
abruplly, Zlegler pursued the car
near the Prospecet/Shlawassce arca.

When Zlegler tried to pull over the
driver, he acceleraled onto east.
bound Grand River, The pursuit con-
tinued past Orchard Lake Road, then
Nine Mlle.

As the driver approached the
curve at Haynes, his car struck the
curb and he lost control. The car
wound up In a ditch,

The car is owned by Sterling
Helghts Dodge, where the arrested
man was employed untll about one
week ago, He told potlce he had
stolen it from the lot three weeks
ago and had “trealed It as if it were
my own."

The man and his passenger told
police they had just left a religious
youth bible meeting in Farmington
Hills,

Police arc secking warrants
charglng the man with fleeing and
eluding and possessing stolen prop-
erty over $100, *

@ concealed weapaon

A 23.ycar-old Farmingten Hills
man was arrested Feb. 28 after a
traffic stop in Farmington, during
which a double-edged knlfe was
found in his car visor,

Accordlng to a Farmlington De-
partment of Public Safety report, of-
ficer Tony Gubacz stopped a man af-
ter he turned right on red at a prohl-
blted Intersection. Gubacz spotted
the seven-Inch knlfe clipped to the
driver's sun visar.

Officers will seck a warrant
charging the man with carrylng a
concealed weapon.

@ internal probe
A 42.ycar-old employee of Arbor
Fi was

land Drive shaltered the windshield
of hls van at 2:15 p.m. Wednesday.
He was not burt.

BBs or pellets were fired Into win.
dows of 15 vehicles parked on Ash.
ley, Dareen, Tredwell, Ontaga, Tuck
and Stockton In Farmlngton Hills
late Wednesday. Total damage
topped $2,000.

® man flees

A man who Farmington Hills po-
lice believe was intoxlcated eluded
arrest early Friday.

According to the pollee report:

At 2:25 a.m,, officers came upon a
parked but running car at Independ-
ence and Jelferson. When they
pulled al de to check on the

Drugs in
arrested last week after a survell-
lance regardlng cash and mer-
chandise tmbalances In store
records.

The employee [s a resldent of
Farmington.

Farmlngton public safety officers
were contacted by internal store se-
curlty after an internal investigation
in which $800 to $1,000 was mlssing
and stock and cash intakes for Feb-
ruary were not balancing.

Accarding to the publle safety re-
port, It was discovered that a certaln
employee had made “no sale" en-
trles into the register, at times mak-
ing up to 35 in one day.

@ cars attacked

A 26-year-old Taylor man southe
bound on Orchard Lake Road told
Farmington Hills police a potato
thrown from the woods near Oak-

driver’s welfare, he got out,

Notlclng he appeared intoxlcated,
officers asked him where he lived
and he polnted to a nearby house.
The man then walked toward the

ouse.

The offlcers left but returncd
within a2 minute to make sure he
hadn't gotten back into the car. As
they arrlved, they saw the car leav-
ing, then accelerating on Jefferson,

The man pulled into a driveway on
the 21400 block of Jefferson, bailed
out, ran Into a back yard and hopped
two fences.

Ofilcers lost his trall but impound-
ed his car, They will seek a warrant
charging a 38-year-old Southfleld
man with flecing and eluding.

@ thefls reported

Jewelry valued at $2,275 was re-
ported stolen from a house on Erie,
Farmington Hills, Feb. 12-26.

Dwyer is Detroit grand jury witness
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“1 don't fee! It's appropriate to comment on the con-
tent of my testlmony,” Dwyer sald. “I'm cooperating
with the grand jury. I've answered them truthtully.”

The grand jury Is investigating the Detrolt Police De-
partment and Its seeret service fund, which is used for

d rug op paying Inform-
ants and making drug buys. The jury will determine
whether there Is reasonable cause to believe that money
was illegally diverted from the fund. .

The probe centers around former clvilian Deputy Po-
lice Chief Kenneth Welner, It Is expected to go back 10
or more years into actlvitles In the Detroit Police De-
partment, ccording to news reporta. In court testimo-
ny, FBI agents have sald they believe $1.2 million was
diverted from the secret service fund to dummy corpo-
rations controlled by Welner.

'

OTHER KEY le, both past and current employ-
ees of the Detmlﬁf:ilcc Department, bave been called
to testify as witnesses. FBI sources would not say how
many had been called or glve any information about the

probe.

. regulations,

spokesman Hank Glasple of the FBI in Detrolt, "“The
law enforcement agency cannot make public any infor.
mation. We can't release it.”

A grand jury is convenced at the request of prosecutors
(o evaluate evidence and to determine whether a blll of
indletment, or & formal charge, ts warranted.

In related actions, the Detrolt City Council voted
Wednesday to subpoena police records of the secret ser-
vice fund, and a separate drug forfeiture fund, Wayne
County Proseccutor John O'Halr also: asked to sce
records for both funds, citing Freedom of Information

“[ want to know what every dime was spent for,”
O'Halr sald,

Detrolt Mayor Coleman Young sald the controversy
ralsed by the federal Investigations Is crippling the city

government.” It certalnly doesn't help the city,” he sald.
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