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To write the Observer: 21898
Farmington Roead, Farming-
ton 48024. To call: news 1
477-5450; sports line, 591.231
home delivery, 591-0500; classi-
fied ads, 591-0900; display ads,
591-2300; fax line, 477-5722.

TTENTION, local
sleuths.
The entry form for

the 1.D.. (ldenlﬂy
Downtown) Contes
avallable at the omccs of the
two co-sponsors, the
Farmington Downtown
Development Authority, 33411
Grand River, and the
Farmingten Qbserver, 21698
Farmington Road.

The contest challenges
entrants to identlly
photographs of speclfic parts
of 12 downtown Farmington
buildings.

Entry deadline is March 19,
Winners wili

Dilemma frustrating: 13A

By Joanno Maliszowski
statf writer

Marie Willlamson lsn't surprised
by the state Department of Natural
Hesources' ruling that the bloody
killing of a raccoon at Independence
Green Apartments in Farmington
Hills Feb. 23 was necessary. But she
chalks It up to Indifference.

7 Faaﬁs of raccoon’s ki

“They're quite indifferent. 1 just
think it's disgusting,” sald Willlam-
son, who watched an apartment
groundsman kill the raccoon with a
concrete splash block,

When the raccoon had been siruck
several times and lay on the snow In
blood, Williamson ran inte her near-
by apariment and vomited.

“This guy comes with this picce of
cement and suddenly drops it on the
animal. After about three times, the
anlmal s on its side with all limbs

quivering. 1 sald, 'The animal isn’t
dead.” He (the groundsman) said,
‘He's Just qulvering,” Williamson
sald. “It was a slckenlng sight.”

DNR officlals sympathize with
Willtamson and the the horrific slght
she witnessed. But alter a short in-
vestigation, conservation officer
John Jurcich concluded Monday the
killing was necessary because the
anlmal was injured, as malntained
by groundsmen at the complex,
which is on the northeast corner of

and prizes awarded on March
21, Downtown Day in
Farmington.

BACK on board.

Gov. Blanchard has
reappolnted Dr. Max
MeKinney 11 of Farmingten
Hills to the Michlgan Board of
Osteopathie Medicine and
Surgery. He'll represent
osteopathic physiclans for a
term explring Dec. 31, 1993.

He's a member of the
Botsford General Hospital
board of dlrectors and chairs
the Farmington Hills
hospital’s general practice
department.

McKinney is president of
the Gakland County
Ostcopathic Association
exccutive committee,

QUOTE of the week

6 Nohody wants to get
the flour, nobody wants to
pick the cherries, but every-
body wants to eat the pie. 9

— Larry Lencher, DDA board
member, cxpressing  concern
about lack of a unitied team ap-
proach to promoting downtown
Farmington, 1A,
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Politicql storyteller

Yertle the Turtle and Gertrude McFuzz were
just a few of the characters brought to life
this week by state Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farm-
ington Hills, as he read Dr. Sucss stories 1o
second graders in the Wooddale Elementary
media center in Farmington Hilis. “Crea-

tures should be free — that's a good mes-
sage for people in public oftice,” Faxon told
the students. Faxon, an 18-year veteran of
lhe state Senate, is expected to run for an-
other term this fall.

RANDY BORST/3latt photographer
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Hills man one of 2 convicted

. related story: 2A

By Bob Sklar
statf writer

A U.S. Distrlct Court jury convict-
¢d two Oakland County men, one a
Farmington Hills resident, of drug
conspiracy and trafficking last
weck,

After a four-day trial that ended
March 1, the jury convicted Marvin
Mulligan, 55, of Bloomfield Town-
ship, and Wililam (Candy) Davidson,

78, of Farmington Hills, [ conspira-
cy o possess with intent to distribute
heroin and cocalne.

Multigan, who became a fugltive
In January after jumpling a $100,000
personal recognizance bond, was
convicted in absentta. Davidson ls
being held without bond In the
Wayne County Jail pending sentene-
ing April 24 before US. District
Judge George LaPlata of Ann Arbor,
sald prosecutor F. Willlam Solsson,
an assistant U.S. attorney for the
castern district of Michigan.

Mulligan also was convicled of fil-
ing falsc tax returns and Income lax
evaslon. He faces up to 75 years In
prison and a $5 million {Inc. David-
son faces up lo 20 ycars In prison
and a $1 millicn finc.

Davldson's defense attorney, Ste-
phen Rabaut of Reseville, maintains
his cllent is innocent of the felony he
was convicted of. He sald he “abso-
lutely intends to appeal” the convic-
tion to the US. Court of Appeals in
Cinclnnatl.

“I believe my cllent’s conviction

lling in di

Halsted and Grand River.

"WIAT SHE witnessed, I'm sure,
was horrifying and certainly dis-
tasteful. Without qucsllun. it was an
extremely barbaric act,” Jurcich
said.

What makes Willlamson suspl-
cious about the incident and the
DNR's conclusion is the number of
stories she was given why the anlma)
was killed, “1 was fed so much rubb-
ish," she said.

rrur L athor Corprarstice. A KR rwr o

spme

When the animal was killed, the
groundsmen told her it had dis-
temper. Then she was told the rac.
cuon had a gunshot wound. And fis
ml!y. that it had been bit by a car.
was getting all the saine incons
sistencies with the story,” Jurcich
said, whick led him ¢o conduct the
invesligmion.

Independence Green Apartments
maintenance manager Dick Gerrish

Please turn to Page 13

3 senior highs
will again offer
open enrollment

Highmeadow lottery set, 4A

By Coeoy Hans
staft writer  *

Students at all three Farmington
high schools can stlll choose where
they attend schoo), with the approval
Tuesday of a continucd open enroll-
ment policy.

But at least onc parent group, the
Farmington Foatbalt Backers from
Farmingten High, oppases any such
policy. The group belleves it could
have an adverse Influence not only
on sports hut on overall programs at
any of the three schools.

The Farmington school board
voted unanimwously Tuesday to con-
tinue an apen enrellment policy at
Famington, Harvison and North
Farmlngton high schools but added
provisions for caps on attendance
and an enrollment timeline. Trustee
Helen Ditzhazy was absent.

Board members also said they
would “observe and evaluate” ath-
Ietic programs Lo ensure no adverse

effects on any school and requested
an annual evaluation of the policy
cach fall, “This is an area of con-
cern,” sald director of student ser-
vices/operations, Don Cowan, in a
report to the board.

THE GUIDELINES {for open en-
rollment in Farmington Public
Schools are:

e All students must be enrolled
as of the second Monday of February
of cach year, to allow the three
schools to plan for loss or gain of stu-
dents. For the 1990-91 school year,
students will have unti) the end of
March to decide.

«® Al three schools would remaln
as “open enrollment” schools if num-
bers of students do not cxeeed 1,100
at Farmingten High or North Farm-
inglon and ¥75 at Rarrison, Cowan
said he expects North Farmington
may reach its peak next year,

® Qbserve and evaluate the ath.
letic situation each year,

James Siskosky, head of the Foot-

Ploase turn to Page 2

DA explores

promotional work

By Casoy Hans
statt writer

but everybody wants to cat the pic.”
During a spirited discusslon Tues-
day, board members debated the is-

How mer-
chants promote !hclr slice of the
marketplace continues to ecencern
Downtown Development Authority
board members, as they work 1o re-
Jjuvenate the eity's core.

“It’s the old . . . story,” said Lar-
ry Lenchner, a DDA board member
whose family owns and operates the
Downtown Farmington Center.

“Nobody wants to get the flour,
nobody wants to pick the cherries,

sues of stores belng dark
1o passersby, how merchants will
promote their businesses in the wake
of pressing retail competition, and
whether an ongolng promotion by
the Farmington Hills-based Her-
manof{ & Associates should change
In focus.

THE DDA has become increasing-
ly concerned with promations and

Pleasa lurn o Page 8

of drug trafficking

unfortunately was based upon specu-
Jation and pure assoctation with oth-
crs who were supposedly Involved In
crimlpal actlvity,” Rabaut sald
Tuesday. "1 think the evidence at tel-
al established nothlng more than he
assoclated with these people.”

THE CO-DEFENDANTS were ar-
rested In August foltowing a federal
grand jury Indictment and a seven-
year probe by the Dru;

up to $3 milllon worth of heroln a
month and up to 30-50 kilos of co-
calne a month during the 1980s, At
one time, Mulligan was believed to
be the largest heroln supplier in the
metro arca, Davidson was hls “right-
hand man more or less,” Soissen
said,

Mulligan's Interest 1n a $500,000
condomlnjum in the Wabeek sectlon
as well as

g
Admlinistration nnd the Internal
Revenue Service,
Investigators belleve the two sold

of
his Interest in cars, furs and Jewelry
were selzed under drug forfelture
laws, Soissen sald.

Contest commemorates nation’s 20th Earth Day

Environmental worries continue

Students ages 13 to 18 are invited
to partlclpate in the Observer & Ee-
ceniric Newspapers' Earth Day 1990
writlng contest,

Contestants wlll be writing on the
theme “Wlmt Willsthe Earth Be Like
20 Years ow?"

Those wha wnnt to enter the con-
test should submit an original essay
of no more than 500 words. | -

ESSAYS MUST be reccived in the
Observer & Eccentric’s Livonta

headquarters no later than § pam,
Friday, March 30,

First., sccond- and third-place
prizes will be awarded In two age
categories — 13 t0 15 and 16 to 18.

First prize Is a $50 U.S, Savings
Bond, second prize is a $25 bond and
third prize s $15 In cash.

The top three winners in each age
bracket will also reecive an Earth
Day beach bail,

The slx winnlng cssays will be
published in all 13 Observer & Ec-

centrle New:
April 18.

A PICTURE of cach winner, along
wlith a short story about them, will
appear along with cach cssay.

Essays should be malled or deliv.
cred to: Earth Day Writing Contest,
Observer & Eccenlrle Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonla, Mich.
48150,

Observer & Eccentric reporters
and editors will select the winners,

pers on Thursday,

Earth Day, April 22, 1970, was the
symbolic start of the nation's envil-
ronmental movement.

On that date, thousands of Amerl-
cans atlended demonstrations
around the country.

The nation's smoky skies and
murky waterways had long been a
concern, but the show of concern
was credited with forelng Congress

to act on cnvironmental issues,

The natlon is still faced with envl-
ronmentat criscs. Major strides have
been made In curblng alr contamina-
tlon, but pollution stil} exists,

There are also new envirenmental
Issuies, Including damage lo the
carth’s ozone layer, global warming
ang the destructlon of the raln for-
ests. !




