Shipwreck doesn’t lower
Jane Briggs Hart’s sails

Jane Briggs Hart hit rock bottom
o couple of weeks ago, but she wants
everyone to know that there's still
plenty of wind in her sails.

Hart, the outspoken widow of Sen.

Philip A. Hari, has spent over a dec-
ade successfully sailing tropteal wa-
ters on her 28-foot sailboat, Loon
Feather.
But, in mid-February, the inevlta-
ble happened: The boat she and her
fricnd, Ann Bronfman, former wife
of (he Scagram's liquor heir, were
sailing to the Virgin Islands hit the
rocks I a narrow key In the Baha-
mas.

"0f course the wind was blowing
in the wrong direction, and as soon
its we touched the flat stone, it sent
up against the shore, and there
was nuthing anyone could do about
it,” she recalled. “We spent two days
and two pights lying on that reefata
15-degree angle unil! we could get a
e, from Nassau to pull us out.”

The boat, which belonged to
Hronfman, was barely damaged.

1 thought the boal was going to
be ground to powder," Hart recalied,
“but, fortunately, -0 of my sias re-
mained unpunished.”

HART, 68, turned to her lifelong
love of sailing svon after her hus.
band died in 1976, She now spends
tnost of her time living on her boat,
ing; form New England to Grena-
«a and all points in between,

Harl seas always politically active
- sometimes at her late husband’s
side and, at other times, speaking
her owa nind. She's piloted air-
planes, driven motoreyeles, mounted
h and operated ham radios. She
s a veteran of the clvil rights
d, in 1970, she went tv
tivist,
Phil thought it (my
istn) was wonderful, se that
warked out all right, she conceded,

But when she became a widow
with her eight children grown, Hart
sought a ditfercat lite,

! arted salling in the Great
hen [ was 6 years old,” she
“and I'd been saillng inter-
s the children grow, When

didn't want to just hang
ingtun and get old, so 1
boat of my own, something I
tever had belore.

“YOU KNOW, if you den't follow
vour dreams, a)l you have is the
dreant It never really happens. One

Hart speaks
before Dems

Jane Briggs Hart wlll make a rare
public appearance when she speaks
al the 301b annual Phil Hart Dinner,
sponsorcd by the Oakland County|
Democratle” Party, on Sunday,
Mareh 11,

The dinner, open to the publlc, will
be held at Roma's of Bloomfield on
Tetegraph, just north of Square Lake]
Rtoad. These interesied in attending
may call 334-0971 or 4354044,

problem. The child's health Im-
proved, but the incident scarred the
two erstwhile sailors

"It scared the living daylights out
of us,” Hart recalled. “We were all
set o go. It's a great beat, and it
would have been wonderful, but
when that happened we said ‘Walt a
minutet Do we really want to be that
far away?"

“We could have been 20 days at
sea when something llke that hap-
pened, and we couldn't have done
anything about it. We jJust declded
that our caring Interfered with our
salling around the world. We declded
right then that we wanted to be able
to go Lo our children and grandchll-

of these days, you just bave to say,
‘Let's do 1t?™

She ordered the boat, named for
her favorite book about early Mackt-
nac Istand, made in Brlstol, Rhode
Island, Then she and a friend sailed
It way out inte the ocean — abaut
800 miles offshore — and down to
the Virgin Islands.

“Not many grandmuthers do that,
but welrd woman that { am. . ." she
observed.

Sometimes she sails with Bronf-
man and other times she makes a
twosome with her dog, Tosea, who by
haif poodle and half Maltese. Tosca,
she explained, has been a sailor sinee
the day he was weaned.

A registered Virgin Islands voter,
Hart owns a place on St. Thomas but
renls it out and uses only one room
when she visits,

“It’s a place to be when I'm not
sailing," she explained. "But mostly
I live on he boat except when 1
come up to the ‘continent,’ as they
say down here, to visit my children.”

Vistting her chlldren takes quite
some time, Hartl added, because
there are eight of them, as well as
slx grandchildren — with another on
the way. And, they're spread across
the cauntry — four tn California, one
In Michigan and three on the East
Coast.

ALTHOUGH SOME might call
Hart a free spirit, she admits she's
nat as liberated as she thought she
was.

She explained that she and Bronf-
man had planned a 3% year, around-
the-world trlp on Bronfman’s 38-foot
boat (n 1985. Then one of Bronfman's
chitdren developed a major health

Court seeks volunteers

The volunteer programs of the
Oakland Counly Probate Court will

th troubled teenagers.
ions will be from 7.9 p.m.
on Tuesdays, March 13 and 20, on the
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second floer of the east wing of the
Oakland County Courthouse, 1200 N,
Telegraph, Pontlac.

Additlonal Informatlon is avall-

able at 858-6041 during normal busl-
ness hours.
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24023 Ann Arbor Trail
Dearborn Heights, M1

(313) 274-4144

362 South Telegraph
Pontiac, M|

(313) 681-6290

dren they needed us.”

In fact, her visit to Michigan In
March i3, in part, a famlly misslon.
White here, she will be campalgaing
for her greal nephew, Walter Q.
Briggs 1V, 2 Democrat who is run-
ning for U.S. representative from the
18th District, He Is the likely candl.
date against Willlam S. Broomficld,
who Is secking his 18th term In the
office.

“The world s a different place
now, and t's time somebody young
took his (Broomfleld's) place,” she
said. "I really feel Walter is very tal-
ented and would do a great job. This
is my last pitch, Then I'm through.”

BUT THOSE who know Hart and
have long admired her gumption
claim that Jane Hart will ncver be
through. In fact, as soon as she
leaves the Michigan campalgn tral),
she'll again be off to the high seas.

*“As soan as I get back, I'm golng
salling again,” she sald. “I think Il
go down to Grenada, and sce how
things are golng there, You know, we
really blew it down there, I think the
unemployment rate down there was
17 something when we Invaded, now
It's about 35 percent.

“Reagan had a big conference of
business people who were going to
go down there and do this that and
the other. But not a single one has
followed through. The tourist busi-
ness is down. The major airlines
don't go down there, Nobody has re-
built the hotels and resorts we de-
stroyed when we Invaded.

“I'd be interested in going down
there and scelng how It’s golng.”

That’s why those who know Jane
Hart agree: 1t would take more than
reef or rock to knock the wind out of
those sails,
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Save at least 30% on
every piece of
Pennsylvania House.
Save at Least 25% on
every other
manufacturer we carry,
including special
orders. Conver,
Perason, Statton,
Sherrill, Jamestown,
Woodmark, Oakcrest,
Stearns & Foster,
La-Z-Boy and many
others are included,
but the Storewide
Winter Sale ends
Monday, March 12

SAVE NOW ON
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE
AND MANY OTHER FINE
FURNITURE LINES.

Of Bloomfleld Hills

332-8348
Open Mon., Thurs., Fri. 't 9 p.m.
Tues., Wed., Sat. 'ti! 5:30 p.m.

Stewit- Colan

2600 N. Woodward Ave.

Just south of Square Lake Rd.

the SStewwit:(Gloss 7»47117‘«4&
STOREWIDE
WINTER SALE

ENDS MARCH 12

DON'T BE
LEFT OUT
IN THE COLD!
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GAINSBOROUGH SOFA
Sale staring trom $999
RICHMOND WING CHAIR
Sale startng rom $509

END TABLE was sti15 NOW ONLY $349
waS 5515 NOW ONLY $349

CHEST

- : Iesehat you'ee wanted alf atang
Group Includes Table, 4 Chipr Slde chairs,
56" China and Buffel was ss700 NOW ONLY $3849
OTHER ITEMS AS SHOWN
ARMCHAIR
vias 5325 NOW ONLY $289
OPTIONAL CHIA PEDIMENT TOP  OPTIONAL MIRRORED BACK
ADD $99 ADD $249

8 News that's closer io home

Plaza suit.

The renowned and easy elegance of a St. John Knits design.
Here, newly softened for the Nineties, the sult with a fresh
approach and keen eye to ail that appeals most in city dressing.
Geranium top, Black skirt, both wool and rayon and black and
white poika-dot sitk scarf, for sizes 2 to 14, $745. St. John Knits.
Join us in Falriane Friday and Saturday, March 9th and 10th.
WACTE 3 representative Will 3ssist YOu WIth your Selections,

From 10 (o G each day.
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Fairiane Town Center, Dearborn » Somerset Mal, BIg Beaver at Coolidge, Troy

INTRODUCING OUR EXCLUSIVE
$295 WOMEN’S SUIT COLLECTION

you

Gra

standards of design you have come to expect from

tailoring, pure worsted tropical wool and
attention toevery detail. Thesesuitsfeature double-
breasted jackets and stitched-down, box pleated
skirts, both fully lined. Sizes 4-16. $295.

are sensitive to your time and really understand
what they are selling. Qur on-premise tailors
perform all alterations in our own tailor shop
with absolutely no charge for adjustments to
sleeves and hems. You also receive our
no-questions-asked return policy to ensure
your complete satisfaction.

V\/c think this is one of the finest suit values
will find at this price. Each retlects the high

ham & Gunn Lid, including impeceable

£ addition, our professional sales associates

GRAHAMQ,GUNN

1T

Somerset Mall, 643,670
2849 Wewt i Boaver Road, Thwy
Featunng 1 hickey-Freeman and Southwick elathing
Graham & Gunn Lol Charge, The American Express Cand, .
Diners Club Card, Discover Cand, MasterCand, Visa




