Witness feels frustrated by raccoon’s ki

By Joanno Maliszoweki
staff writer

Marle Willlamson Is frustrated.

“Peaple Just referred me round and round
in clreles,” said the Indcpendence Green
Apartments resldent, who witnessed the kill-
ing of a raccoon with a cancrete splash block
Fcb. 23,

When  Willlamson saw an  apartment
groudsman man kill the raccoon, she phoned
{or help, But no one rushed to her aid or the
aid of the raccoon.

DNR conservatlon officer John Jurcich,
who conducted an lnvestigation of the kill-
ing, said he isn't surprised by Williamsen's
frustration. “Marje made several phone
calls and was getting the usual burcaucratic
runaround.”

Frustration is common when residents
calt agencles such as the local police, DNR
or Oakland County Animal Control, and no

immedlate help Is imminent.

But Jurcich sald he can also understand
the [frustration someone, such as the
groundsman, feels when they are confronted
wlth a sick or Injured animal and feel they
have to do something.

STRICTLY BY the book, killing wildlife
out of scason In Michigan Is illegal. Ang un-
fess you're a police offlcer, shooting an anl-
mal out of season and without a hunting 1l
cense Is also [llegal.

“liow do you kill humanely and who
makes the judgment cali?” Jurcich said.
“It’s very frustrating.”

When Williamson saw the raccoon being
killed, she called Qakland County Animal
Contra), only to be told it couldn't do any-
thing and that wildllfe is not within Its furis-
diction,

She called the DNR. “At this point, the an-
imal was dead and they sald they wouldn't

take a complalnt,” Williamson sa'd. She also
called Farmington itills police, who referred
her to the DNR.

“She followed all the proper channels,”
Jurcich said,

That doesn’t mean everyone is satisficd.
Jurclch admitted that some complaints to
the DNR “are fielded over the phone.”

With five conservation officers — and
anly one carlier this year — to cover the
county, many complalnis are not followed
with an investigation.

PROPER CHANNELS are calling the
DNR about wildlife and Oakland County An-
imal Control for domestic anlmals. In some
cases, It could be either agency.

For example, If an Injured or sick anima)
is in a school yard, someonc from animal
contral may be sent even though wildlife be-
longs to the DNR, said Oakland County Ani-
mal Contral manager Carl Anderson.
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The Michigan Humane Society or other
small agencies that can cage an animal and
care for it are other possibilities for help,
Jurcich said.

*“The public wants you 1o take the anlmal
toave ureich said. “it’s very frustrating

Lo me. We're not in the livetrapping busis
ness.”

The conservation officer calls the dilem-
ma 3 "gray area” when an animal must be
killed while 2 DNR or animal contro) officer
is unavailable.

The humane methud is by legal injection
or gas. But that’s dilficult out in the field
and it's dangerous to try to pick up the ani-
mal, which may be rabid.

SHOOTING AN injured or sick anlmal
also weuld be appropriate but it's iltegal to
scharge a fircarm.

"The twist is, you have no way of killing a
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raceoon,” Jurich said. “The local police can

doit. Tln:) can shool an animal if It's neces-
sary.”

Though Williamson called the Farmington
Hills police, they did not come to the apart.
ment complex, But Lt. Richard Murphy said |

the police department will send an efficer. -

“If we get a call, and the animal Isina

bad conditlor, we will shoot it because the
city unlanunaluly doesn’t have an rmimnl
control officer,” Murphy said. N

Like Jurcich, Murphy said the police alsq
have no means of transporting an animal 10
a veterinartan for help or paying medical
costs.

The ditemma frustrates Willizmson. I
know everyone is short-funded, whether it's
for animals, abandoned children or battered

women. But it's disgusting. You're in a sup-
posedly eivilized society.

Witness disputes events surrounding raccoon’s death
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said his maintenance worker “had
the best interest” of the anlmal tn
mind when he killed it.

“My groundsman, being an out.
doorsman, acted In what he thought

raccoon, If I felt there was any mali-
clous criminal Intent, 1 would have
pursued prosecutlon.”

A WEEK after the killing, Jurcich
vlewed the raccoon's
had been placed In one of the apart-

y, which g4,

believe the animal was Injured. "To
me, It was perfectly healthy anlmal.
And they (groundsmen) were having

wreng, he added.

daylight is a signat that something is

‘e don’l advise anyone to ki

anager Carl Anderson disagrees.

animal. Wildlife is not in our juris-

appearcea at the complex a week lat.
er. “That Friday, it shows up again.
Whether it's the same animal is any-

11 an

a morning's entertainment. The ani-
mal wasn't Nmping or anythlng,” she

Williamson sald she took photo-

ACCORDING TO Jurcich’s find-
ings, the groundsmen had encoun-
tered a sick raccoon a week before
the kilting. They called Oaklang

diction. 1 we guve thum permission,  body's guess,” Jurcich said. "They

we would be in violation of DNR  decided that sccond time that in-

faws.” stead of moving it, they would kill
The raccoon was killed when it jt."

wis a humane manner," Gerrish
sald. “In the {uture, it will be donc
differently.”

DNR offlcials say that bludgeon-
ing a raccoon to death with concrete
“ls not the preferred method” of kill-

ment complex’s dumpsters.

“The animal clearly showed an in-
jury. I think the intent of the people
invelved was sincere. The anlmal
kad @ sore on the rear leg, the rump,
It also had one on the front paw,”
Jurelch said. "It was split open and
filled with pus. Who knows what it
was from, In my oplnion, it might
have been hit by a car.”

Willlamson sald she still doesn’t

graphs of the raccoon’s paw prints,
which showed no slgns of hobbling or
limping.

“How can she tell from a track
whether the animal Is hobbling or
dragging? I probably couldn't look at
a print and tell whether the animal
is Injured," Jurcich sald. The fact
that a nocturnal animal was out in

County Anlmal Control and were
given permisslon “ta dispose of it,”
Jurcich said.

At the time, the groundsmen
rounded up the anlmal in a garbage
can and released it at the adjacent
Independence Green golf course,
Jureich sald.

Oakland County Animal Contrel
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“In a perfect world, It was an
inapproprlate method to dispose of
the animal,” Jureleh sald. “There s
a more than $500 fine for killing a
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