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_points of view

L IT'S NEWSPAPER In Education
‘Week.

Thls period Is designed as a time
to help spread the newspaper read-
ing habft,

Ironically, It comes at a time
when many of our suburban high
schoo) newapapersare In danger,

One In particular Is Southfield
High School's award-winning news-
paper, the Southtleld Jay, which is
faclng an uncertaln future.

It seems that local merchants are
‘turning down members of the Jay's

« tiny stalf who solicit them for ads.

JIs a problem that plagues other
high school newspapers.

o M revendes don't improve, the pa.

> per may have to cut in half the num-

* ber of Issues it puls out on regular
‘newsprint or go to a mimengraphed
version.

1¥’s time to re-thi

At the same time, although circu-
latlon rarcly covers a newspaper's
{ul) costs, the newspaper's sponsor
acknowledges that it isn't widely
read among the student body, And
that there are only seven staff mem.
bers,

MAYBE THAT'S its first chal-
lenge — award winning or not, [f the
kids aren't reading it, or don't want
1o be a part of it, maybe it's no long-
er dolng the fob. The corner pizza
take-out (Papa Romano's has a nice
size ad in each issue), the local driv-
ing schoal {so does Modern Driving
School), the local CD store could be
nice guys and advertise Just to help
out — or they could advertise be-
cause they know that their ad will be
read by large numbers of their tar-
get audience,
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If the kids aren’t reading it, or don’t
want to be a part of it, maybe it’s no
longer doing the job.

nik school newspapers

photographers — which they need.

One particular story, I 100k excep-
tion to. It extols the Jay over its
cross-lown rival, the Southfield-
Lathrup Charger, and comes to the
conclusion: “We bave more pride in
our paper and It shows.” That kind of

It would be easy to condemn the
merchants and it certainly would be
nice If the Southfield Chamber of
Commerce and the Board of Educu-
tion could tend a financial hand, but
it's important that schoa) personnel
and the staff of the Southfield Jay
also examine the Jay.

Are the stories of interest to their
readers? And why aren't students
signing up te be part of the Juy? Ba-

Step right up to podium;
a strange call that’s true

ODDS 'N' ENDS of things that
didn’t get into past editions:

It was the day of ane of those big
February snowstorms.

Travel was dismal, but Wayne
County road crews had opened paths
to Westland City Hall where state
Rep, Justine Barns was chairlng a
hearing on municlpal employees® re-
tirement bills,
© “Hi, TIm, you're the only one
here,” her staff sang out as I entered

Jthe council chambers. They ex-
plained that the reps from outside
our area were snowed In, and no wit-

J pesses had.showed up.

.. “Do you want to make a speech?”
they asked.

" “T don't have anything intelligent

.tosay,” I'sald.

. “Well, step right up to the micro-

* phone,” they replied, dusting off the
podium.

.. ® A colleague who hustles ads in
sone of our Maln Street communities
swears this story is true,
.. He called on a dress shop owner
who was taklng a telephone call.
*" “Yes, we're on Elm Street (not the
_xeal name),” the owner said.

Pause.
. "Right, 123 Elm, Community-
vilte,”

.. Pause.
" “Are you sure this sn't a prank?"

ause.
“1 don't think I want to be part of
;gnylhlng tike that,” she said, hanglng

up,
.+ The dress shop owner turned to
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but he probably wen't

Tim
Richard

a
—
the ad salesman and satd. “The guy
said he's a transvestite and wanted
(o know if he could come in and try
on women's clathing and pantyhose.™

® Mark Grebner Is a polltical leg-
end, though the highest office he has
held is Ingham County commission-

er.

Grebner says he's the last of the
'60s hippies east of Orcegon still hold-
ing office. He decllnes to take him-
self, politics and other politicians se.
riously.

At election time, he puts out a lit-
tle paper describing, with refreshing
candor, his fellow candidates. He
once satd the register of deeds office
is uscless, the man holding It is a un-

do any harm so it's safe to re-elect
him.

Recently he described 2 candidate
as belng slightly better off than the
mentally ill.

Al of us, politicians and scribes
alike, wish we could write stuff like
that.

He has a re-election bumper stick.
er that says:

County commissioner
GREBNER
noworse than the rest

I observed it in the State Capitol
parking lot. On a pickup truck,
Parked in the Tfouse clerk’s space.

The funniest part is that the House
clerk’s space is right next to the
Chrysler limo of Gav. Jim Blane-
hard.

Tim Richard heads the news
sertice of Suburban Communica-
tions Corp.. parent company of
the Qbserver & Fccentric News-
papers,

know your government

Leoking for information about state government? The League of
V/omen Voters has a toll-free telephone service {1-800-292-5823)

that may be helplur,

The league’s Citizen Information Center in Lansing offers to help
people ind out about such things as pending legislation, the state
constitution, election laws, voting regulations or tax intormation.

The.telephone 15 answered from 10:30 a.m, 10 3:30 p.m. week-

days.
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steally, it §s the work of scven stu-
dents.

it shouldn't bw, because judging
from the aumber of calls we get in-
quiring about openings, the lure of
the newspaper profession remains
strong.

THERE ARE few free handouts in
lite. A newspaper that is read will

sell ads — If that newspaper is prop-
erly managed and the ads are prop-
erly priced.

1 found the last three issues of the
Jay to be well-written, well-edited
and tapical. The layout might be a
little dour and some of the storics &
tittle long for a high school newspa-
per. They indeed have a want ad oul
for graphic artists/designers and

is generally not
published by papers of pride.

Of course, if klds are to learn by
cxamgple, maybe they could combine
functions with thelr cross-town rival
~ which has a staff of 17.

Stranger things have happened
around metro Detroit.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor of the Qukland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

Tax bills befuddie us
as services stumble

S50 ANOTHER scason Is upon us
and the situation Is more muddied,
the solution dimmer than ever be.
fore.

Same folks wouldn't say it was
earth shaking. But we know better.

Here we sit, tax bills in hand, won-
dering when thls whole mess will get
sorted out. Despite all of our best ef-
forts, property tax assessments just
keep on golng up.

We grimace, we even laugh about
it sometlmes. But [n the end, we pay.
And in Lapsing, where our state
leadership is supposed to be dolng
somethling about this problem, noth.
Eng really happens.

Just a fot of talk. Docsn't matter
the party or the ideelogleal inclina.
tion, nothlng really happens, except
in our own hometowns.

While there is a nationwide outcry
for Increased educatlonal standards
and more money with which to do it,
districts contlnue to suffer and a
larger group of taxpaycrs wonder
for how much longer they will be
able to afford thelr homes,

In the Lakes country, the Walled
Lake School Board Is mulling over
the possibility of asking voters to
override the Headlee amendment.
Object: 10 keep the district running
at present levels of service.

1t voters override, the budget will
be cut by $3.5 million next year, $9
milion the next and $12 mlilion the
third. Twice before, in 1987 and
1988, Walled Lake voters have stuck
with the Headlee formula, disap-
proved a rollback. School adminls.
trators hope for better results thls

time around by educating residents

(TIF FA

© Threhndis ol Ao
I

* M s
10t Tops & Hatin
X od T,

owers
T Reonas
ounter Tirps

‘ “If It Can Be Made in Marble. We Can Make It
— Westland Custom Marble

Steve
Barnaby

o

In the need for revenue and involy-
Ing them in the eampalgn.

BUT RESIDENTS, no matier
what the city in Mlchigan, are hav-
ing a tough time understanding why
their property taxes keep escalating
and governmental bodies keep run-
ning out of money.,

In Redford Township, officials are
trying to flgure out how to keep the
loca) dial-a-ride program afloat. The
program faces a $60,000 shortfalt
this year,

One of their blggest problems is
Iallout from the Reagan years men.
tality whichgouged the block grant
programs to pay for more federal
programs. The traditlon continues,
today.

The folks to suffer are senlor citi-
zens, who comprise 83 percent of
dial-a-ride customers. Another 12
percent are the disabled.

So Redford residents have the
unenviable choice of cither cutting
off public transportation to those
who need it the most or paying yet
another tax. In the meantime, the
feds are spending and spending and
tell us the peace dividend is already
spent.

In Garden City , the school dls-
trict's deficit is prajected to be $2.3
million by years-end. Officals al-
ready are looking at asking for a
millage hlke. Sure they have cholces,
raise the millage or eut programs
for students in a district which al-
ready s hurting.

Somg cholce.

Meanwhlle in Canton, residents
are deluging the township switch.
board with complaints about assess.
ments which have risen anywhere
between 8 and 12 percent for 80 per.
cent of the subdivisions. The highest
increase was 20 percent.

It makes the mind just spin.

Steve Barnaby is managing ed-
itor of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.
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A stunning view of Walnut

shoreline, with 141 fi. of frontage. Prestigious area with
Bloomficld Hills schools. Private drive with gate critry

to cach lot. Sewer and water
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Call Dan Smith
(313) 548-4800 *

Last available site on Walnut Lake

¢ can build your dream castle from your
r discriminating people who have

1.25 acre wooded site — $795,000 .
Franklin Construction Co. * ) o

Lake, 30 ft. above the ~ * - 1

are in, Site of the former
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