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By Miko Slewart
staif wrlter

Step right up, folks.

For his next act, Redford Bishop Bor-
gess coach Mike Fusco and his band of
highty-ranked Spartans will, without
the services of guard Shawn Respert,
attempt to make Detrolt Bencdictine
disappear from post-scason play.

The t8-3 Spartans beat Llvonia
Clarenceville soundly In the first round
of district play Tuesday ai Rorgess, 67-
42, But In tonighl's second round, also
at Borgess, the Spartans face a much
tougher tesi in a 7,30 matchup against
12-7 Beacdictine.

The lopsided, 24-polnt wln over the 7-
M Trojans was hardly consoling. One
can only wonder Just how many cabblts
the Respert-Jess Spartans can pull out
of their collective hats.

For one night, anyway, it didn‘t mats
ter, The Spartans put an end to
Clarencevilie’s seasen by simply wear-
ing down the outmanncd, and outsized,
Trojan squad.

CLARENCEVILLE tried to keep the
pace slow at the outset, and did ap ad-
mirable job of il. Trailing by Just two
points at the end of one quarter, 10-8,
the Trojans climbed to within one, -
13, halfway thraugh the second period.

The Spartans, however, finished the
quarter on & 121 run, and that pretty
much finlshed the Trojans for the night.
The Spartans increased their 26-14 halt.
time lead 1o 23 polnts at the end of
three quarters, 46-23, after the Trojans
converted just onc thirdquarter field
goal. Guard Artie Brown canned 12 sec
ond-hall poiats, and finished with 14.

In the first hall, the Borgess forward
duo comprised of Lamar Westbrook
and Randy White played well, hittlng
six of their nlne attempts from the fleld
and adding 11 rebounds. White {Inlshed
with game-highs in both points (17) and
rebounds {12). And strong Inside play is
Just what Fusco needs.

"We're concentrating on our inside
game a litile more now. We're trying to
collectively pick up our game o com-
pensate for Shawn's absence,” Fusco

Clarenceville custed
by ranked Spartans

said. "We're stil) lnlng to figure out
wur new roles a little bit.

FUSCO NOTED that a mishap such
a3 Respert’s knee injury is hard 1o take
at any time of the scason, dut at this
late stage It becomes even tougher,

“It's difticult afier playing with him
for 18 games then not having him in the
lincup,” he said. “It's going to take a
titele time o adjust 10 that. The prob-
lem is, this is a Iournaannl and we
don't have time to adjusi

Though Respert was m have his knee
diagnosed on Wednesday, Fusco wasn't
setting his hupes high for Respert's re-
1uen this year,

"We're preity much rcxl;nrd to the
fact that he's not coming back.” salid
1he Borgess coach. “But basketball is a
team game, and e still a team. That
WON'L stop us aow.

First-ycar Trojan coach Hob White,
meanwhile, could only lock tu next
year.

I was plc:s«l with the kids' eifort
this year,” he said. *“They never gave
up. { know that's a cliche, but it’s true.”

Clarenceville did not have a player
score in double figures. Senlor Derrick
Herr lcd with elght points and six re-
bounds.

WHITE SAID a new mindset tmust
take place before Clarenceville can
urn ts program around. “We lacked a
little in mental toughness. The kids
don't believe they can win because
they‘ve come out on the short end so
often.”

White said that he plans on correct-
ing that. “We're going to develop a
good, solid feeder sysiem - summer
Icagues and eamps — hat will prepare
the Junior high kids, teach them junda-
mentals. In the past they haven't had
that. I you're teaching them the basles
at this Jevel, you're in trouble.”
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Thurston shocks Hawks, 67-46

By 8Brad Emons
staif writer

Redford Thurston put it all togeth-
cr Monday, stunning Farmington
Harrison In the first round of the
Class B district basketball teurncy
at Redford Bishop Borgess High, 67-
46,

‘The win by the Eagles (15-6), the
third place team in the Tri-River
League, may not have surprised
some, but the margin of victory cer-
tainly had to turn a few heads,

Harrison (15-6), co-champs of the
Western Divislon in the Western
Lakes Activitles Assoctation, seemed
to be the favorite after coming off
an impressive 72-54 victery Satur-
day over rival North Farmingion in
WLAA consolation playof final.

“We've had some big wins this
season — Taylor Kennedy and Tay-
lor Truman (Trl-River ce-champi-
ons) — both at home,” sald Thurston
sixth-ycar coach Mike Schuette.
*“This was a big one no doubt, but re.
ally it's been a season of blg wins.”

Thurston picked the right time and
::n.' right place to catch Harrison

at,

Tha Eagles put on a clinic in run-
ning their half-court offense, while
minimlzing thelr mistakes.

THURSTON LED from start to
finish — 13-4 after enc quarter, 30-
21 at Intermisslon and 45.29 after
three quariers.

Guard Danny Perttula, a 59 jun-
ior, spearheaded the victory, scoring
15 of his game-high 19 polnts in the

JIM JAGOF ELD/s1att photographet
Mill Coleman dribbles around
Thurslon’s Justin McEwin in
district ploy.

opening hall.

He hit three triples during the first
12 minutes,

"I could just see what was devel-
oping on defense,” Perttula said.
“"When they'd go down and double-
team, I just wanted the ball because
1felt contident 1 could shoot it.”

Perttula also said a trip by him
and his teammates to Saturday's
Harrison-North game proved to be
beneficial.

“We didn't know much about
them,” he said, “But we were able to

pick up sume e stulf they run in
their offense and see what they's do
with their press. By the time the
Rame was over ‘Coach’ picked out all
1he guys we were gmng to guard, We
had a pretty good idea,”

One key matchup had Thurston's
G-t Jong-armed  Justin McEwen
checking  Harrison's  high-scoring
Junlor forward Andy Sn

“We talked o Justin and we mld
him it doesn’t matter if you scor
Schuette sajd, “His sole job was to
keep their scorer from shoating and
popping aut where he likes to gel the
ball near the three-point area.”

Smith, who averages 20 points per
game, was held to just two in the
first half.

I FINISHED wilh 12, hitting a
pair of three-peintess carly in the
feerth quarter to pull the Hawks to
within 14 points, 49-35. Bul it was
not Smith's night (4 of 13 from the
{ield), or the rest of (he Hawks for
that matter,

Thurston was able to withstand
any type of larrison run by patient-
ly executing its half-court offense.
The Eagles also made 14 of 15 free
throws during the final clght min-
utes.

And while Harrison was at a loss
without Smith's scoring, the Eagles
countered with a batanced attack.

Senlor center D.J. Kellogg and
senlor point-guard Jason Muller,
added 12 and 11 points, respectively.
McEwen and forward Jeremy Cou
val contributed 10 and nine,
tively. Guard Jamice Zale

stx 0ff the beneh.

“Thurston found the open mian and
controlled the basketball,” said Har.
rison coach Mike Teachman. “Ther
guards are not what you call expert
batt-handlers, hut they don’t make
mis!

“Th
did."

v deserved everyttang they

HARRISON shot only 27 percem
from the floor (15 of 54)and commn.
turnovers, lo Thurston's 10,

We did not play with moch vin
i " Teachman said. “Andg
ve stood around. Just no

around the baskel. And

when we teied to make a run {in the
third quarter), Kellogg

three big baskets
Perttula said rebounding and de

fense were major factors in the win

“The key was to play good dre
fense,” Pertt aid. “And by taking
their big guys off the hoards. that
Helpedl us i Lol
“The first h

atf we did not do quite
S 45 We wanted
¢ halftime, we
u[kul about mnumr.nlnn, on box
ing aut better
Despite the size disadvantage, the
svared and now find them.
s one win away Srom o berth in
the distri i i
The Eagle: nd guard
against a Jetdown when they faee
winless Detroit Re nee (0-17) at
6 tonight. The second game of the
double-header (7.30) pits host Hor.
gess (18-3) against Detroit Benedic
tine (12:71.

Kummer paces CC to opening-round win

By Ray Sotlock
staff writer

“It was a matter of pride. Too many people were
getting down on us and we had to go out and prove

Redford Catholic Central's Bobby Kummer
tossed his fist in the air and sprinted to the locker
room Munday, savaring the Shamrocks’ 75.65 vie- ‘'
tory over Detroit Henry Ford n the first round of
the Class A basketball districts at Catholle Cen-

tral.

Kummer, a 6-foot-6 sophomore center, sparked

and we did it tonight.”

the Shamrocks with 23 polnts and 11 rebounds, He

also dished off three assists.

“This is a big win for our tcam,” Kummer said.
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CC JUMPED to Jeads of 15-6 and 20-10 in the
first quarter, but the Trejans narrowed the mar-

to them that we could put together a good game

The Shamrocks improve their record 10 5-16,
ile Henry Ford concludes its season at 6-4.

‘e wanted to slow the tempo down against
C Henry Ford coach Gerald Weatherspoon
said. “We just couldn’t do 1t. That Kummer kept
getting rebounds and controlling the glass.”

balftime.
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“Lhink when they took these Targe leads carly

hack lu;;l-lhtr w
we dul a nice

gin to 22-15 in the second quarler and 26-25 ot

little trouble getting thing,
iherspoon smd “IBut 1 think
Jjub conung back 1 the second quar

Just two minutes into the third quarter, Henry
Ford teok 4

=26 ead, 3ls first of the ganse.

e Bol close, olr giss slayed

td ntade the best of e opportumties.”
CC coach Bernie Holowicki sad
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