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Latest golf products showcased

By Brad Emons
stalf writor

OL¥F'S VERSION of the Auto

Show will tight in Obsesver-

land's own backyard — Fri.

day through Sundav, Maseh
911wt Schooleraft Community Col-
Tewe 1 Livoni,

The Gobt Manufacturers Expo, one
af  the naton's  largest msumel
showws Sentures 700 of the worid » hest.
Luown camnpanies displiy their lat-
ext OO0 Gines in appare. and equipe
ment.
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Achiga. Goit Nanoiactuters Reps
Associitian, tadio station WIR b
AM ane the Obsetver and ke
Newspitfrers

‘Big Cat’ hits
the iong ball
with the best

8y Jim Toth
stalt wniter

ISTANCE, distance and more
distaner That as what Evan
"B Gt Willioms g ol

about with o goll club ip his

hands

The twotime natinnal long driving
vharapion and Rochester tesident will
surely rake his presence known ot the
1493 Goll Manulacturers Expo to be
held Mareh 9-11 at Schooleraft Collegie
in Livonia. After all, the nickname "Big
Cat’ has 1eal meaning since Williams
stands 6-foat-6 and weighs tops the
200-pound wirk,

“Actuilly, 1t his been o great nick-
name breause it goes along with long
driving.” expliined Williams. swho suid
hee was tageed with the nickaame fol-
fowing o seuflle be had while 2 mem-
ber of the Canisius College men's Las.
Ketball team in the date 6Ds, “Later
that myght, Ci s Clay knocked out
Cleveland "Big Cat® Williums for the
world heavsweight title and I puess
that kind of tells how 1 fured also, It
stuck amd its kind of nice becouse it's
pot thit macho sing to it Jike heavy.
weight boxing and long driving,”

Promaoting the sport of golf is noth-
ing new to Williams, The much-trav.
eled gura of golf has visited more than
49 states and made stops in 26 coun-
tries, explaining how and why he has
mastered the art of distance.

I LOVE WHAT I do." beamed Wil
liams, & native of New Jersey, who
with wife, Susan, and their two chil-
dren, moved o Rochester five years
ago. "I put in about 100 duys out of
the year of actuat work and enjoy it
very much because I'm doing it in a
fun environment.”

Willinms, o 1971 graduate of Frank-
lin College of Indiann, won the Nation-
al Long Driving Championship in 1976
and 1977, In winning the 1976 title,

To addition the Expu will feature
exhibits from regional and national
eolf resorts, Wurnaments, golf schonls,
and ather polf related products and
services. (See page 3 {or cumplete list
ings of boaths,
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Evan ‘Big Cat’ Williams, a resident of Rochester, will be talking aboul hitting

the long bali this weekend at the Golf Manufacturers Expo.

Willzns smuashed the bidl 307 vasds,

alsu Bas the Bermuds
Long Driving Championship (1978
and  the Australian  Long  Driving

Championship (1979) to hiy credit.
His best effort off the tee was o 496-
vyard shot in Thailand in 1977,

With all the excitement penerated
by distance, Williams is quick to point
out the rest of his gume isn't too shab-
by cither.

“I feel I'm o pretty good player.”
suid Williams, who holds a trio of ath-
letic records at Franklin, including &
76-yard punt and the singlegame re-
bounding mark (27). "You can’t hit a
gobf ball a long way without good fun.
damentals. 1 don’t think a et of times
1'm given enough eredit for the player
T am. I always had the talent, 1 just
had to cultivate it.

WILLIAMS HELD a PGA touring
card for a brief peried in 1975, but said
he found more enjoyment in competing
in long driving competitions and con-
ducting clinics.

“Bick in 1974 I knew 1 bad some-
thing a little bit different,” Williams

sad “Nou s v oeens to all bachk: on
your own nwhe and that was nune

“1 slways tre and make my clinies
o entertaining as possible,” Willinms
enntinued. T tell stones and it fun
shats and try and give every type of
player something to take ome. T want
te pive something to the beginner. o
little more to the averape playver, and
maybe that one key nlumm to the ad-

canced player’s game.”

Two of Williams’ most interesting
moments involve dreiving a polf bal)
through @ 450-page phone book and
smacking o ball hidden in an empty
rolf ball box some 250 yvards down the
farirway.

“You pick up something from play-
ers that have preceded you.” Willinms
said of his clinic artittery. “You lcarn a
little something from other people and
then creite yoursel.™”

Willinms, who plays out at Garland
in Lewiston, Mich.. is currently push.
ing the Pinnacle line of products. say-
ing, “the bal) may be one of the biggest
advancements in the game.

"It may not be so noticeable to the
average golfer, but it has made a great
difference,” Williams said.
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Among the speakers will be Jerry
and  Bruce Matthews and il
Newcombe, all of whom are known o
architects of golf courses throuphout
the country. Evan "Big Cat” Wil
liams. of Rochester. who has twice
won the anatiwonad fong.drive compety
tion, Rick Smnth, o top golf instructor
in Michiun: Randy Erskine, the ive
timne AAA NMuchigan Open Champion.
Eddic Langert, president of Langert
Gulf, one of golf’s hottest new compi-
nies. D1 Lewis Smith. sports psychal
opist: i-nd Tom Platz, former Mr. Uni-
verse, and  currently  president of
PerStyle Ine. which develops weight
trning programs for golfers. (See re
Lated stories).

CROSBY'S FATHER Bing was
mure well-known, perhaps, for the im-
pact he made in Hollywood, but
Nathaniel alse brings an impressive
bickground to the Expo.

The 28-year-old native of Los Ange-
Tes. Calif.. was the U.S. Amateur cham.
pion in 1981 and turned professional in
1984. A 1984 graduate of the Universi.
ty of Miami (Fl.), Crosby placed
third at the 1985 Postuguese Open.

Since 1988, Crosby has carried the
title of president of the Toney Penna
Golf Co.. located in Jupiter, Fin.

The first seminne is scheduled for 6
p.m. Friday at Schooleraft. Two semi-
nars. it 1 pam. and 5 pam., will be held
Saturday. followed by a 2 p.m, seminar
Sunday.




