Rocks get revenge in district

By Dan 0'Moara
stalt writor

Plymouth Salem changed the
course of history Friday night in the
champlonship game of the North-
vllle distrlct basketball tournament.

The Rocks didn't have a very good
vecord in hig games involving Livo-
nia Stevenson, suffering a pair of
une-point losses in last year's distrlct
final and last week's league final,

That's why senlor guard Tom
Noonan, who played an excellent
floor game in addition 10 scoring 15
points, called It double revenge when
Satem defeated the Spartans 79-68 10
win its first district title since 1987,

Ryan Johnson, who was a major
factor with 20 points and 14 re-
bounds for the Rocks, was more vo-
cal about the outcome.

“We wanted to prove to ourscives
and all the other teams In the confer-
ence who the real champion is,” he
sald. The Spartans beat Salem once
in four games this year, hut the lone
victoty occurred In the Western
L;kcs Actlvitles Assocaiton final, 61«
60,
“When Stevenson beat us for the
conference champlonship, we sat
there and watched them get thelr
medals. They must have known who
the real champlon Is, because they
didn't stick around to watch us gel
our medals.”

SALEM TAKES a 21-2 record inte
the Ypsilantt regional tournament
and will play Ann Arbor Huron at 7
p-m. Wednesday. The flnal is slated
for 7 p.m, Friday. The Spartans fin-
ish the season 15-7.

The Rocks got solid play from
guards Jeff Gold and Noonan, who
keyed Salem's offense with their
passing Inside to Johnson and Jake
Baker, wha scored 22 polnts (o Jead
the Rocks and also grabbed 13 re-
bounds.

“I give credit to the guards,” said
Johnson, who sparked Salem to a 43
31 halitime lead with 14 polnis in the
first ha)f, “They’re the ones who at-
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‘We wanted to prove to
ourselves and ail the
other teams in the
conference who the
real champion is.’
— Ryan Johnson
Salem basketball player

tacked the defense and did what they
had to do, and that's what opened me
up Inside.”

The Rocks decided they couldn't
allow themselves (o be Intimldated
by Stevenson's 6-foot-9 Glenn
Szeman, accordlng to Baker.

“The last time we were pump fak-
Ing and were worried about getling
our shots blocked,” he said. “Thls
time we didn't worry about that.
Coach told us to take the ball up and
not worry abeut drawing the foul.”

Szeman pleked up two first-quar-
ter fouls and started the second peri-
od on the beneh. He missed much of
the fourth after getting hls fourth
foul with 6:24 to play.

SZEMAN STILL finlshed with 14
points, second (o teammate Ron
Baran's game-hlgh 25, which includ-
ed six triples. Rlck Laven got most
of his 11 pointe In the last quarter.

“1 thought Z played an outstanding
game under the foul situatlon,” Ste-
venson coach Jim Melntyre sald,
“He stlll attempted to guard the bas-
ket as well as he could, knowing the
next one weuld be his fourth.”

Baran carrled the Spartans in the
first hall when he sank four treys
and had 15 points, Szeman, who took
a pass from Baran and to score the
game's first basket with a dunk, had
10 flrst-half polnis.
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SOFTBALL OPEN HOUSE AND
CARD COLLECTOR SHOW

SOUTHFIELD CIVIC CENTER PAVILION - Locited on Lvergreen
Road between 10 and 11 Mile Roads, just south of the new 696,

10th Annual

3:30 - 9:00 pm

and uniform vendors,

+ for sale, an indoor batting cage, door prizes and Detroit Lion Alt-P'ro
Eddie Murray, Call 524-3484 for further informativn.

“Ronnie plcked up all the slack in
the first half,” Mcintyre sald, “but
he was probabiy forced to score too
much too soon, Then he's no longer
shooting against one kid but two.”

Baran and Laven, who was cold
carly In the game but hit three
triples In the last quarter, tied the
score at 65 on consecutive treys with
4:52 to play.

But the Spartans missed four of
thelr next flve shots, and Salem re-
sumed what it was doing well early
In the game, taking the ball Inslde.

WITH SZEMAN still on the bench,
Baker and Johinson pushed the Rocks
Inte a 69-85 lead with layups.
Szeman returned but the Johnson-
Baker comblnatlon sandwiched two
more jayups arcund a triple by La.
ven for a 73-68 lead with 1:15 re-
malning.

“They were (rying to pressure us a
little more, because it was getting
near the end of the game,” Baker
said, “and the guards started looklng
inskde.”

The guards were instrumental in
Salem's success, as evidenced by
Noanan's 10 assists and Gold's cight.
Noonan also had seven steals, Gold
three.

“Qur game plan was to get better
penctration from the guards and
look for the blg guys, and they were
to attack the basket,” Salem coach
Bob Brodie sald.

“If you have guards who can pass
as well as ours do and shoot as weil
as ours do, It puts pressure on the
defense. We dldn't force them to
guard our guards In past games.

“The plan wasn't to draw fouls on
Szeman, but (when Salem did) that
was great,” he added. "It was irrele-
vant whether he was in the game or
Ent‘ We were going to attack the bas-
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WITH LESS than a minute leit,
the Rocks went to their delay game,
and Noonan made the [ree throw and
bonus twice for a 77-68 lead with 20
seconds on the clock,
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“They hit a couple threes to get
back in the game, but coach sald not
to panic,” Noonan sald, “(In the
teague flnal), we panicked. Tonlght
we dldn't."

The Rocks went on a rell In the
first quarter as the fouls mounted
for Stevenson. Forward Phil Woods
had three tn the opening period and
Baran two. The Spartans lost some
of thelr physicalness and defense on
Baker with Woods on the bench.

“Thal took us eut of some cover-
ages we had worked on along the
baselinc with Baker,” Meclntyre said,
adding It was hard for Szeman, after
sitting most of the fourth quarter, to
come In cold and pick it up late in
the game.

“He got bombarded entering the
game without getling into the flow,"
he sald. “We wanied him Lo get a
sweat going, but he never had the
chance.”

Salem led by as many as 16 points
In the second quarter (39-23) but, re-
membering last year's district finat
when it blew a 20-point lead and lost
71-70, knew it couldn't rest a 12
point halftlme lead.

“WE KNEW they'd make their
run,” Baker sald, “They shoot the
three I they're 10 up or 10 down. All
we had to do was hold our ground
and make sure we didn't get caught
up in their run-and-gun game.”

‘The foul situation turned In favor
of Stevenson In the third quarter,
and the Spartans made 10 of 11 free
throws to get within 57-54. Laven's
hot hand n the flnal period helped
keep it close until Salem rediscove
cred lts inslde game.

“I think we gave up more stuff
along the baseline (than in the WLAA
final)," Melntyre sald. “They were
much more active along the baseline
than they had been, We didn't stop
the guard penetration, and once they
do that It opens up a ot of things.”

R.C. Kirkpatrick added ninc points
for the Rocks, and Woods and and
Steve Leonard chipped in cight
aplece for Stevenson. Salem was 30-
of-62 from the floor and the Spartans
22-0f-67.

“You play so great in the regular
season and feel you're the best in the
league,” Brodie said, who gave Ste-
venson its due as league champlon.
“A team that is 21-2 has to show it
somehiow. You do it in key games,
and we did it tonight.”

Monday. March 12, 1990 O&LE

(FRC

Wayne struggles |
to beat Chargers

By Brad Emons
stoff wrlter

The numbers were not very encouraging for Wayne Memorial except
the most important one — the final score,

Wayne sputtered In Friday's Class A district championship agalnst #
determined Livonla Churchill squad, but persevered en route to a 55-46
basketball victory at Westland John Glenn.

The Zebras, befuddled by Churchili's 3-2 zone defense most of the |
night, shot just 32 percent from the floor {17 of 53) and commitied 17 |™
turnovers, but they stlll had enough to carn a berth in Tuesday's regionat
at Southfield (7 p.m.}. Wayne takes on three-time delending state cham-
plon Detroit Cooley (15-6).

The game wlll be a rematch of last year's regional champtonshlp at
Southfield-Lathrup in which Cocley won convincingly 80-53.

“We've definitely got to be loose if we're going to shoot well against
Cooley,” said Wayne coach Chuck Henry, whose team [s 21-1 overall.
“We'll be out-matched Inside. We have to convey the fact that we're
playing the three-time defending champlon and the pressure is on them.
All'we can do (s give It our best shot. After you win your league and
district, anything else is just lelng on the cake.”

CHURCHILL WAS In a similar underdog role agatnst Wayne,

‘The Chargers, who finished 11-10 overall, proved to be a stubborn
opponent.

Although falling behind 11-5 after one quarter and 26-16 at intermis-
sion, the Chargers made things interesting, pulllng to within four points
late in the third quarter and withln seven with 2:19 to play in the game
after being down by as many as 15 only 2% minutes earlier,

But each time Wayne repelied the Chargers.

“'We had some good shots and [ thought we played hard,” said Church-
11l coach Fred Price. “I thought we played the game we wanted to play.
‘With a basket here and there, or maybe even a three-palnter, we could
have really been In it."

Kevin Hankerson, a 6-foot-4 senior center, paced Wayne with 15
polnts, including a palr of dunks.

Teammate Larry Johnson, who suffered through a dismal shooting
night (3 of 17) and missed a dunk, finished with 13. All three of his fleld
goals were from three-point range. Senlors Plerre Hixon and Reggie
Brandon added 11 and 19, respectively,

“WAYNE'S a decent ballclub with some quickness,” Price sald. “And
Hankerson is tough inside."

Churchiti's high man was 6-3 senior Mike Juodawlkls, who finished
with o game-high 21, Kevin Hannlgan was next with seven.

*“Churchill played hard in their zone," sald Heary, who captured his
third district crown. “We got shots, but couldn’t hit them. And we dld not
scem we were able to run. We dld not get easy baskets, and when you're
not shooting, it's a struggle.”

But Wayne was able to hang its hat on defense. The Zebras forced
Churchitl Into 2t turnovers and 33 percent shooting from the floor (16 of

48).

“We didn't panic, normally we stay pretty cool,” Henry said. “We've
won a lot of games with solid defensive play. That could be our makeup.”

The Zebras ook advantage of Mike Thomas' absence after the §-2
Jjunior forward plcked up hls third foul near the ead of the flrst quarter.

With the Chargers' top scorer, ball-handler and passer out of the line-
up, Wayne built a 12-point advantage by capitalizing on a couple of
Churchill turnovers,

“e’s our driving force,” Price said of Thomas. “If anybody ean take it
10 the basket and score, he cando it.”

FRONT END

e MR

|  BALANCE

12 PRICE

|
Reg. $39.00 : 12

With Coupon
Exp. 3-31-90

Lo e e

ALIGNMENT ! AND ROTATE |
| TIRES
|

| | PRICE
NOW *19.50! 01y +15,0

With Coupon Exp. 3-31-90

By

v
-
a

L SERAN

ommo '!‘ B G
Maerch Tire Co.
Westland 35235 W. Warren
{Acroes hom Westland Shopping Conter)
Plymouth 767 $. Main
Farmington 33014 Grand River

721-1810
455-7800
477-0670 -

Southfield 28481 Telegraph 353-0450 gm0 5
Canton 5757 Sheldon Rd. : . MF 7:30 &.m.7:00 p.m. -
(Noxt to K-Mart) eldon - 454-0440 sm.a:ﬁ-s pll':.ﬂL
LR
N - - TS




