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Sewer project Farmington’s biggest, costliest

By Susan Buck
stalf writer

Mayor Shirley Richardson called the
planned $12 milllon sewer separation and
improvement profect “the largest in Farm-
ington history and also the most costly.”

The project must be done, she sald, to
ellminate untreated sewage discharges into
the Rouge and to improve the river's water
quallty.

At issue is how to pay for new storm and
sanltary sewers, a new retention tank and
Improvements to other sanitary lines and
pump statfons,

In a special election Tuesday, May 22,
voters will declde how te pay for the mas-
slve project, n necessary componcnt of
Farmington's efforts to comply with feder-
al and state mandates to clean up the
Rouge.

A yes vote will mean higher property tax-
©s to pay off construction bonds. A no vote
will mean higher sewer rates.

Farmington Is one of 47 Michlgan com-
nuwnlties in the threc-county Rovge Rlver
Basln that must come to grips with the riy-
er's pollution. “Everybody is doing some-
thing a little different,” sald Robert Dead.
man, cily manager.

Estimated total cost to separate sanltary
and storm sewers and make other sewer
improvements to clean up the Rouge: $300
million.

Construction could start In late {all. Work
Is expected to take 18 months, Cleanup will
take another six months.

The project will separate elder comblned
sewers, improve other parts of the sewer
system eltywide and provide a 3.2-mllllon-
gallon concrete retentlon tank on the dirt
stretch of Nine Mile to held storm/sewer

water until it can be sent to Detrolt for
treatment,

The project will cost each household $120
to $212 per year for (he next 20 years, de-
pending on;

® Whether voters approve the sate of
general obllgatlon bonds.

® Whether the clty receives a tow-Inter-
est state loan.

@ How much water each houschold uses
if the bonds are not approved and a user fce
is tacked onto water and sewer rates.

FARMINGTON WOULD save $7.6 mil-
lion over the llfc of the bonds if it qualifies
for a 2-percent state loan compared to bor-
rowing at the market rate of 7.3 percent,
Deadman sald.

The lower interest rate is made possible
by a $800 mitllon state bond issue approved
two years ago, The lower rates wlll expire

June 30; theresfter, the interest rate will
fioat,

Farmington’s current sewer rate for sew-
age disposal Is $1.34 per 1,000 gallons, 1f
vaters opt for a higher sewer raie (o pay for
the bonds, It wauld be an ad:

‘The average water user in

per 1,000 gallens, Deadman sald.

“The average water uscr In this commu-
nity uses beiween 80,000-100,000 gallons of
water annually, The posltive is you pay for
what you use. The negative is that this is a
service charge, not a tax, and is not dedueti-
ble on Income tax.”

As an example, resldents who use 80,000
galtons of water per year would pay an ad-
ditlonal $121.

THE PROPERTY tax option Is deducil-
ble on the federal tax return for taxpayers
who Itemize. The state elreuit breaker ap-
plics for taxpayers who qualify. A tax of 3
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One Suburban News employee
sald Wednesday that the newspa-
per has suspended puhblication but
woulda't be at liberty to say any-
thing more.

A Suburban News staf{ wrlter of
more than 25 years, who asked not
to bc named, said Friday that
MaeGrlit informed employees
Monday that he couldn’t continue
to publish.

we will begin  publish-

ardson’s question.

sald.

isolated in the cily.

But MacGriff sald that he hoped
{o be back In a position at some
polnt ta publish agaln, the reporter
said.

“Buslness has been difficult,” the
reporter satd, “I knew this was
coming but it's still a shock. Most
of the stalf is out looklng for work
but he retalned a couple employees
to handte buslness matters.”

TOWNSHIP CLERK Marllyn
Heldenbrand said a member of the

Suburban News staff called her
Monday to inform her that the
newspaper's offlee doors would be
closed as of Wednesday.

Al of the townshlp’s pald publlc
notices that had been submitted to
appear In the paper were returned
Tuesday with a final bill, she sald,

“I remember he filed for bank-

ruptey about two years ago, but the
paper’s closing came out of the
bluc,” Hetdenbrand said. “He con-
tinued printing after he filed for
bankruptcy In the past. He has
reorganized befare, but he never
closed his offlce doors.”

All of the townshlp’s public no-
tices wlll be published in the Red-

JIM JAGDFELD/statt photographer
A man reads the ‘closed’ sign at the Suburban News headquarters in Old Redford.

she said.

ford Observer until further notice,

The Surburban News was found-
cd in 1900 by Anna Lahser, accord-
ing 10 MacGriff, who said he took
over as publisher In the 1970s.

Increased sewer rates could cause W
some drapolf in water usage, but it
wauld likely rucover soon after, said
city manager Robert Deadman in an
answer to former Mayor John Rich-

In the 1970s, consumers used less
when sewer rates rose 400 percent,
but soon leveled off again, Deadinan

Resident Ken Chiara of Shiawas-
sce questioned if last summer's
duwnpour wauld have been handled
elficiently by the proposcd scwer
improvements. Deadman said even
with that level of rain, flooding was

“Everytime we have a rain, I

Seniors entertain students

Twenty-two senior adults from
three American Houses Retirement
Residences in Farmington Hills and
Royal Qak entertained students at
Forest Elementary School Feb. 8.

This program was an ongolng

this community uses
between 80,000-100,000
ditlonal $1.51 Hons of water ty.’

— Robert Deadman
city manager

mills {$3 per $1,000 of state equalized val-
e} would be levied the first year, declining

I{ as property rise,
Deadman said.

In Farmlinglon, water usage roughly cor-
relates with house price, Deadman said.
Peopte with a house worth $80,000 would
pay $120 annually.

i

Plan spurs questions
about construction

de around in my basement,” si
resident Stantey Thomas of Cass.
“That never occurted before the im.
provements (10 years ago). And that
1s very discouraging.”

Deadman satd Thomas may have
an isolated, individual problem,

Responding to a question by resi-.
dent Judy Miller of Twin Valley
Court, project manager Thomas
Korpela said 48,000 to 50,000 {eet of
new lincal pipe will be laid, causing
roads 1o be torn up. °

The answer was affirmative te
Shiawassce resident Carl Woodrulf's
query if a videotape would be made
of the project in case future liability
questions arose.

dren and seniors n the area.

On April 5, seniors from resi-
dences in the arca will visit the
schoel's Farmington Hills class.

s il a one-on-one program enti-
hat Was Then . .. This Is.

CARAVAN

B Collection Show
March 14-Morch 17
Birmingham
Our widest selection
of Castieberry
kaits, gathered in
one place for your
immedigte selection!
One, two and thiee
piece styles, ideal
for town, office,
travel, Sizes 4-20.
Shown, redfwhite
ratine twe-piece

dress, $290.

CASTLEBERRY

. Jacobson’s

AN D

SERING BREAKFAST NHIOW

-] Collection Show

Masch 17, 9:45 a.m.
Restavrant, Livonia
Enter a new age in
confident suit amf
coat dressing for
spring. You have the
. options in soft
shapings, easy
movement and a choice
of vivid colors.
Breaklast, 54.%5.
RSV 591.7696,

oxtension 264,

Jacobson’s

MacGriff's parents built up the community/school  project spon-
paper's clrculation before he be- sored by the School Services Project st year, Forest students partici-
came an sald. & of the Forest PTOtopro-  pated in a pen pal program with .
mole interaclion between the chil-  Farmington Hills seniors.
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- Wo wul'cnmc Jacobszon's Chorgo, MasterCard? and VISAY
Shop until 8 pm. on Thuisday’ and Fridsy. Untid 8 pm. on Monday, Tuesday, Wodnesdoy ond Ssiurday,

»

.

Wo wolcomo Jocobson's Chorge, MastarCard! VISA? and Amarican Exprons!

Shop untl 9 prm. on Thursday and Friday. Unbl 8 p.m. on Monday, Tuasday, Wodndatay and Saturday,

’ . “




