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Tom Hanks
plays Joe
Banks and
Meg Ryan is
Patricla, one of
three rales she
plays, in “Joe
Versus the Vol-
cano.”

MOVING PICTURES

‘Joe Versus the Volcano’
romantic fairy tale to see

1f you think they don't make ro-
mantle falry tales any more, you're
wrong. “Joe Versus the Volcano”
(B+, PG, 102 minutes) Is just that —
a fairy tale for all ages — and par-
ents can feel comlortable taking
thelr children to sce Tom Hanks' Jat-
est fitm. There's no nudity, no foul
language and none of the unpleasant,
unnerving violence so prevalent In
today's fitms.

The film opens with a fairy tale
setting — “Once upon 2 time there
was a guy named Joe who had a
lousy. job.” There's.no doubt from
that polnt on that we're in for a an-

ad [ ™ Is well-plotted and

\] the movies

Dan
4 Greenberg

Grading the movies

nicely directed by Curtis Hanson.
The audience is left breathless
trylng to figure out if Boll will learn
the tirst lessons of belng a player in
Alex’s league. Can you out-think,
out-slime and outwlt your opponent?
"Bad Influence™ misses the mark
when it trles to tell of the internal,
psychological changes in Spader's
character — but stlll manages to be

A+ | Top marks - suro 1o please

A | Closo bohind - oxcellent

A- [ StlltIn runalag tor top honors

other fable from
a delightful comic adventure,

Joe Banks (Tom Hanks) is a super
hypochondrlac, a dingy, frayed sort
of guy who warks for a manufactur-
er of surgleal tools (“Home of the
Rectal Probe”). His dank, scummy
offlce features cold coffee, fuore-
scent lghts that buzz and a

Pratly good stuf, not perfect

B [Good

B- | Good i1 notable deficienclos

Just 3 cut aieve average

and stylish. Revicwed
Susan Fincham,

“Body Chemistry” {*} (R), “House
Party” {R) and “The Last of the Fin-
est” (*) {R) promise various aspects
of the worst human experience —
erotic danger, partylng as life's ulti-
mate goal and, of course, vlolent

" drug wars. No one much sings in the

raln anymore.
“The Last of the Finest™ stars Brl-
‘an Dennchy as Frank Daly, head of a

C | Medlocto

drab outlook — no future what-
soever.

Couldn't be any worse, right?
Wrong. Joe's trip to Dr. Elllson (Rob-

. ert Stack) reveals that he has a rare

disease, a brain cloud — and only six
months to live. Joe now has a physl-
cal cloud jolnlng the psychologleal
one that's been hovering over hlm
for years,

Onc of the nlce things about “Joe
Versus the Volcano™ Is the symbolic
use of visual patterns — the indirect
paths people walk in the physical
world represent Joe's tortured, indl-
rect paths through lfe.

WHY WASTE the last slx months
of his life In a dingy olfice for $300 a
week. Why not follow the age-old

- .Faustian fantasy and sell yourself

for a brlef but beautiful moment?

No sooner said than Graynamore
(Lloyd Bridges) turns up with a fist
full of gold cards to offer Joe three
weeks of high lving. In return, Joe
must jump into a South Pactflc fs-
land voleano to appease their native
gods, That will make the Waponis
teibe happy and thelr chief (Abe Vi
goda) will then grant Graynamore
mineral rights he needs to produce

_Super-conductors.

' Live like 2 man and die llke a
king! Everybody's fantasy, partleu-
larly when there are pretty gitls to
send Joe on his way.

Only in 2 fairy tale are all those
pretty girls one and the same : DeDe,
Joc's ofilce sweetheart, plus (wo
half-sisters, Angellca and Patricia,
who encounter Joc on his round-the-

ATt T Ve vy vy YTV VTV

C- [ Hot so hot and slipping fast

Tho very besl of the poor stuif

D |Poor

D-_| It dossn't gel much worsa

F [ Truly awiul

Z | Reservad for ihe colossally bad

P undercover  narcotles
squad that takes matters Into its own
hands. “House Party" Is aboul a
grounded teenager sncaking out (o
his frlend's house party while “Body
Chemistry™ Is billed as “an crotic
Journcy into the sexual danger
zone.” The geography is not at all
clear.
STILL PLAYING:

“All Dogs Go to Heavea" {(B+) (G) 90
minutes. .

+ | Noadvanced screening

world, high-llving trip on the way to
jumping Into the volcano. All three
dramalically different roles are ex-
tremely well portrayed by Meg
Ryan,

So there you have it, 2 romantic,
comic fable — fantasy and adven-
ture for all ages,

“Bad Influence” (B, Rt) lumbers
along for the first 30 minutes or so
but stay awake because when It fi-
nally fInds [ts fect, the film Is an ef-
fective thriller.

The problems with “Bad Influ-

cence,"” however, are too big to allow-

it 10 be the intense psychotogleal rol-
lercoaster it might have been,

ROB LOWE Is excellent as the sli-
my Alex, 2 man without values or
conscicnce who Insinuates himself
Into Michael Boll's {(James Spader)
stald but successful life. Spader de-
livers a powerlul performance In the
role on which this film hinges.

Despite some inslpld diatogue —
“You want to know why I look your
stulf? To show I could.” or “Things
1lke this never happen to me' —

volces back this animated
story about Charlie the German Shephesd
and lichy the Dachshund,
*“Always” (B-)}(PG) 110 minutes.
Somctimes polgnant, sometimes sappy
stery of aleborne fire fighter who returns

-from death as a splrit,

"Back o the Future Part )1 (B+)
{PG) 90 minutes,

All your favorite time-travelers arc n
othier dimenslons once agatn.

“Blood of Heroes” (@) (R).

Savage combat ln post-apocalyptle
tlmes.
“Born on the Fourtk of July” (A) (R)
144 minutes. .

‘Touchlng, graphlcally disturbing, poig-
nanl, frightenlng autoblography of Hon
Kovie {Tom Crulse), a paraplegic Viet

Vet,
“Caurage Mountain™ {A+) (PG} 100

minutes,

Heldl's story retold in an exclting, en-
tertalning fitm.

"Crimes and  Misdemeanors” (A1)
{PG-13} 100 minules.

ly Allen at his best in this roman-

tic comedy aboul famlly life with all Its
Joy and sadness.

"Driving Miss Dalsy” (A) (PG) 100 min-

ules.

Fine acting highlights personal drama
of Jewish widow (Jessica Tandy) chaut-
feured by a black man (Morgan Free-
man) set against southern changes from
1948-1973.

RICH JENI

MARCH 16 & 17

He has appeared 25 a regutar on “Comeay Tonight,”
and “The Tonight Show’, and other cable and net-
work shows, and acted In "Ragtime® with James
Cagney. and “Only when LLaugh® \with tarsha Mason.

SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT FRIDAY & SATURDAY $10.00

FOR SHOW AND DINNER RESERVATIONS
CALL 792-1902

Prsfarred Beating for Dinoer Patrons
TUESDAY - 8:30 - $4.00
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY. - 8:30 - §5.00
FRIDAY - £:30 & 10:30 - S8.00
SATURDAY - 8:30 & [0:30 - $10.00
-SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS - AS LISTED

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING -

Michigan pr

By John Monaghan
special writer

With “Don‘l Let Them Shoot the
Kite,” Ann Arbor's Michigan Theatre
offers its blggest film booking coup
this year. The 1989 drama, Turkey's
first-ever entry into the Academy
Awards race, marks lts Uniled
States premier this Saturday night.

Simply put ofien movingly direct-
ed by Tunc Baasaran, “Don't Let
Them Shoot ihe Kite” focuses on
Baris, who spends the first few years
of his life in jall. Strange but true, In
Turkey, children are often Incar-
cerated along with their criminal
pareats.

Baris is amazingly bright and in-
qulsitive. His tnother, arrested for
drug peddling, loves the boy but
treats him with little emotlon. It's
with a political prisoner named Inel
that he finds a true bond,

One afternoon, Barls sees a kite
{lying over the walls of the prison.
He coos with excitement until the
warden shoots It down (Not the
subtlest of messages, but effective
Just the samc). Inct assures the boy
that they too will Ily kites as soon as
they are reteased.

MUCH OF the film focuses on the
"

emiers ‘Kite

g Ve ‘

mother in a Turkish prison in “Don’t Let Them Shoot the Kite.”

ers. On the other, petty thieves,
many of whom can't read or write
and whose speech conslsts mostly of
subtitled profanity.

Though not a message fllm, “Don’t
Let Them Shoot the Kite" vividly
captures the polltleal climate of the
carly '80s, when a Turkish military
crackdown Imprisoned countless art-
ists and intelt

day routine in this

~ reportedly a common subject In
Turkish films and books. Instead of
the violence and masochism that
you'd expect from a woman's prison
pleture, the fllm handles Its subject
with understanding and occasional
moments of joy.

Fights often erupt, usually stemm-
ing from cdginess and boredom
more than anything else. The prison
Is broken up into two unlts, On the
one side, educated polltical prison-

And while brisk, the film is also an
affirmatlon of life. In another not-so-
origlnal sequence, one of the women
glves birth behind bars, The bltchy,
bun-halred prison matron offers lit-
tle help, so the inmates boil water,
tip clathing for towels and deliver
the child themselves.

The performances border on re-
markable. As Incl, Nur Surer has
very little dlatogue, but is both play-
ful and calming — certainly more

SCREEN SCENE

maternal than the hoy’s own mother.
Sercenwriter  Feride Civekoglu -
hased the film on her uwa four years .
as a political prisencr, when she piet *
a1 young boy very much like Baris,

YOUNG 0ZAR Bi vho w
four when the movie was shot,
rarely cloying and amazingly at
home in front of the camera. Mast of
his dialogue comes in the form of
questions, as he learns about life in
the most unusual sctting. N

This Isn't an casy film to watch.
The dreary locals and slow pacing
qulekly lose their existential appeat.
As in recent films from South Aftica
or the Soviet Union, however, the
once-repressed  emotions  behind
“Don’t Let Them Shoot the Kite” al-
most outweigh the heavy-handed
symbaolism,

DETROIT . FILM SCCIETY, 35201
Woodward Ave., Detroit. Call §33-4048
for Informatlon. ($25 membership, $23
studenls and senlor citlzens)

* Plot Agalnat Harry” (USA —
1969/83), 7 and $;30 p.m. March 16 and 5,
7 and 9:30 p.m. March 17. Ex-con Harry
Plotnik finds himsclf in a peck of drouble
in this unusual black comedy, shot in New
York in 1969, but only cecently ediled and
released.

“Carnlval of Souls" {USA — 1062/89), 7
and ¢ pan, March 18, In this psychologi-
ca) horror {lim — shot on an extremely
low budget in Lawrence, Kan, — a wom-
an walks away from a car accldent to
take'up a Jlfe In a small toszn. Only re-

cently glven wide release, shown In disec-
tor Herk Harvey's original cut.

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL L1
BRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave.,, Dearborn,
Call 943-2330 for Informatlon. {Free.)

“Playbay of the Wesien World” (Ire
land -~ 1962), 7 p.m. March 12. When a
rebellious young man kills hls tyrannleal
father, he becomes the hero of his small
Irish village. Stagey, choeky satire based
ona play by J.M. Synge.

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile at
Middlebelt, Livonia. Call 476-1166 for in-
tormatlon. (Free.)

“Waterloo Bridge" (Btitaln — 1940), 10
a.m. March 13. Vivien Leigh and Robert

Taylor play the soldier and ballerina wha
fall in love during a London air raid, P'art
of the mall's tmonthlong teshute to Robert
Taylor.

MICHIGAN TIIEATRE, 603 E. Liber.
Iy, Ann Arbar, Cal §68-8397 for infurma.
tion. ($4 general, $3.25 for students and
sealor vitlzens }

"Apocalypse Now" (USA ~ 1979),
Mazch 14, 16 and 17 {call for show times).
Francis Ford Coppala’s epie Vietnam
War fllm, based on Joseph Conrad’s
“Heart of Darkness." Martin Sheen plays
a special agent assigned to “lerminate
the command" of lunatic officer Kurtz
(Marlon Branda).
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MAIL ORDERS ONLY! ORDER NOW!

SELECTED DISCOUNT PERFORMANCES » SUPPLIES LIMITED

Friday, March 23, 1990
Friday, March 30, 1990

7:30 P.M.
Evening

Reserved (R

B

Ringside (Rows 1.9)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-5)

Price
§700
1600
8475

ows 10-18)

9:30 A.M.
Marning

Saturday, March 24, 1980
Saturday, March 31, 1930

Resarved (R

Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

s700
600
418

ows 10-18)

7:30 P.M.
Evening

Sunday, March 18, 1990
Sunday, March 25, 1930

Reserved (R

Ringside (Rows 1.9)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

3700
5§00
sq78

ows 10-18)

7:30 P.M.
Evening

Wednesday, March 21, 1950
Thursday, March 22, 1990
Wednesday, March 28, 1990

Reserved (R

B
B
B

Ringside (Rows 1-9)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

3600
5500
$413

ows 10-18)

1:30 P.M.
Alternoon

Sunday, April 1, 1990

B

Ringside (Rows 1.9)
Reserved (Rows 10-18)
Ringside Ends (Rows 1-9)

s700
s500
s41s

Make your check or money order payable to:
Mail to: METROGROUP, INC. = PO. Box 3241 * Far

METROGROUP,
Hills, Michi

INC,
48333
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