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Cuppa Joc is a bunch of serious
musicians who don't take themselves
too seriously.

Formed from the remalns of an
old band also called Cuppa Joe, this
new version of Cuppa Joe started out
In January 1989, The new line-up In-
cludes Dave Faddrl on drums, Steve
Wilke on bass, and Rlck King on vo-
cals and 6- and 12-string gultar.
They found the final member, singer
and percusslonist Kelly Cotlins,
through an ad In the Metro Times.

“We auditloned a Jot of people,”
recalled King. “We got all kinds —
very old, very young, experlenced,
inexperlenced, peaple who said they
were a {rlend of a frlend of someone
who used to play with Mitch Ryder
— Kelly played a tape for us and we

oved it."

By April, the band got its first gig

CUPPA JOE In cencert is, well,
fun. Collins sports the loose clothing
and long, flowing skirts typical of
the 19625 flower child took while
King, with his wild halrcut vaguely
reminiscent of Simply Red's lead
singer Mick Hucknill, looks more
like a man of the 1990s.

The combination of style is re-
flected In the band's music as well.
It's a sort of neo-hipple blend of
catchy pop tunes, Not pap, as in Milll
Vanilll, but pop as in Elvis Costello.
The band lists their Influences as
“everything . . . late '60s San Fran-
cisco bands, Frank Zappa, The
Monkees, Burt Bacharach, classlcal
and jazz.

King and Collins take turns on
lead vocals and throw quite a few
ducts and some great harmonizing
Into their act. When Collins is not
singing, she oceupies herself — and
the audience ~ by playing a vast ar-
ray of strange looking, and stranger

at Paycheck's. After the p
start, things got a Httle tough.

“It’s hard to get gigs at first,” sald
King, “Qur fIrst one was 5o soon, We
dldn't really start playing well untll
August.”

That's perfectly fine with King.

“Now, we don't take it as serlously
. . . we have diffcrent expectations
1hls time," sald King, referring to his
nine-year histery of playlng in De-
troit. “We all know we're serlous
muslclans only because we can't get
out of It. We know we don't have
some other yupple aspiration to fall
back on so we're glving It more.”

“The band Is fun," Klng added,
“and there Is a tightness in the band,
We have the same attitude . . .
we're insistent on doing origlnals. Of
course, with some audiences, this
can be detrimental.”

sounding, p

She and the band dance around
and jump up and down to the bouncy
melodles and appear fo be having a
tabulous time. Thelr enthuslasm s
contaglous and mest audlences find
it hard (9 stay In thelr seats.

King gives most of the credlt for
that to their drummer,

“A drummer has to be solid and
get people to dance,” he sald. “Dave
does a fantastic job,"

King started out writing most of
the lyrles for the band but now Col-
lins Is beginnlng to take over a blg-
ger chunk of the job.

“Kelly writes lyrics that more
people can relate to,” sald King, "I
was writlng more about personal
Jokes . . . things enly I could under-
stand.”

KING SAID that hls favorite part
of being In music Is playlng with

Cuppa Joe includes Dave Faddri on drums, Steve Wilke on bass, and Rick King on vocals and - and 12-string guilar,
Kelly Collins, singer and percussionist.

Just a neo-hippie pop band

other bands. He is pleased with the
cooperation and mutual respect be-
tween Detroit musicians.

"Well, most other bands,” he
amended. “We're all in this together.
No one is golng to get anywhere say-

. Ing "We're the best band." "

Unlike maore than a few musicians,
King has only kind words to say ao-
but Detrolt's support of the local mu-
sle scene. “It's amazing that Ham-
tramck is stitl the maln point for lo-
cal muslc — it's really cool,” he
said, “And the actual clty of Detroit
fs getting more places for local
bands (o play — llke Flnncy's Pub
and Rock'n'Bowl.

“We'll find out about radio support
when the tape Is released.”

‘The tape he is speaking of very, a
seven-song  cassclte recently re-
leased on Rolf Records. Cuppa Joe
Just got the tape back “with the
shrink wrap and everything” and are
cnlisting the help of a friend to dis-
tribute it to record stations through-
out the country.

Previously singles released by the
old version of Cuppa Joe recelved
airplay on WDTR and WDET in De-
troit and en college statlons as far
away as Oregon and Wisconsln,

WHETHER OR not very Is ac.
cepted by the record buying public
doesn’t seem to matter much to Cup-
pa Joe; they have already decided to
devote 1990 to writing a lot of new
sangs and are satisfled with the way
things are going so far.

“It's great the way we've been ac-
cepted,” said King. “I can tell whes
people say we're good because they
think they have to, but people hon-
estly seem to lke us, We're having
fun right now beeause we really llke
to play.

“It doesn't take too much to make
us happy.”

REVIEWS

IN CONCERT

® i-Tal

1-Tal will perform on Monday and
Tuesday, March 1213, a4 Rick’s Cafe, 611
Chureh, Ann Arbor. For Information, call
9962747,

® Big Chist

Big Chlei will perform on Tuesday,
March 13, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996-
8555,

® Knaves

Knaves will perform on Wednesday,
Mazch 14, at the Nectarine Balltoom in
Ann Arbor. For information, call 894
5438,

© Groavey Stress Merchaals
Groovey Stress Merchants wil) per-
form with guests, Classical

® Robert Penin

Robert Penn wl!l perform on Fridsy,
March 16, at Moby Dicks, 5452 Schacfer,
Dearborn, Far informatlon, call S81.3650.

® Jay Walker & The Pedestrians

Jday Walker & The Pedestrians will
perform on Friday, March 16, at the
llamtramck Pub, 2048 Caniff, off I.75.
For information, call 365-9760,

@ Dred Zapplin

Dred Zepplin will pecform with guest,
Gangster Fun, on Friday, March 16, at
the Blind Pig, 208 S. Firet, Ann Arbor.
For information, catl 996-8555.
@ Wayouta

The Wayouts will perform with specia)
guests, Radie Caroline, on Friday, March
18, at the Garden Bawl, 4120 Woodward,

on Wednesday, March 14, at Club Heidel-
berg. Main Street, Ann Arbor. For infor.
matlos, call 6637758,

@ Jugglers and Theives

Jugglers and Thelves will perform on
Wednesday, Mazch 14, at Key West, Six
Mile, near Telegraph, Redford.

® Typhoid Mary

Typhoid Mary will perform with spe-
clal guests, Culture Shock, on Wednesday,
March 14, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For laformation, call $96.
8555,

® King David

King Davld will perform on Thursday,
March 15, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For informatian, call 996
2747,

® Suspects

Suspects will perform on Thursday,
March 15, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996-
8555,

® lodine Ralncoats

Iodine Raincoats will perform on
Thursday, March 15, at Club Heldelberg,
Main Sireet, Ann Arbor. For Information,
call 663-7758.

® Johnny Allen

Johnny Allen and the Appeal will per-
{orm on Thursday, March 15, a1 3-D, 1815
N. Main, Royal Oak. For informatlon,
<al) 580-3344.

® RedC

Red C %Il perform Thursday through
Saturday, March 15.17, at the Midtown
Cafe,)39 S. Woodward Ave. Birmlng-
bam. For laformation, call 6421133,

@ Olls Clay Soul Review

Otls Clay Soul Review wlil perform on
Friday, March 16, at Sully's, 4758 Green-
field, Dearborn. For information, call
8465377,
@ Bone Daddys

Bone Daddys will periorm ot Friday,
March 16, a1 Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For informatlon, call $9¢-
247,

® Jesua and Mary Chain

Jesus and Mary Chaln will perform
wilh speclal guests, The Veldt, 3 p.m. Fri-
day, March 16, at The Latin Quarter,
3067 E. Grand Rlver, Detroit. Tickets are
$14.50. For informatlon, call $9-MUSIC.

COLLEGE

L T ———
Here are the top 10 songy (0o particu-

tar order) on “Detrolt Musle Scene,”

which is heard 4-5 p.m. Sundays (repeat-

od 5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesdays) on WDTR-

FM 903,

1. “Shake That Brain,” Chemical Wed.

dicg,
2. “Dirty, Filthy Rock'n'Rol),” Palnters
and Dockers,
3. “This Traln Is Running Out of Track,”
Ichabod Stowe.
4. “No Money,” Johnnle Quest.
. “Make Up Your Mind,” See Dick Run,
leep Talking," Mochoess Lobster.
7. “Can’t Get Close to You,” The Gear,
'o0doo Pain," Sool Statlan,

nother’s Han: tapding Pavement.
10. “Dear Grandpa,” Goober & the Peas,

troit. For cal) 833.9850.

® Goober and the Peas.

Goober and the Peas will perform with
guests, Sensitive Big Guys, on Friday,
March 16, at Paychecks, 2932 Canlff, cast
of Jos Campau, Hamtramcek.

® Gangaler Fun

Gangster Fun will perform  with
guests, Culture Shock, on Saturday,
March 17, at Club Heldelberg, Maln
Street, Aan Arbor. For information, call
€63-7758.
® Pollsh Muslims

Polish Muslims will perform along
with Imitatlon of Llle on Saturday,
March 17, at LUll's, 2930 Jacob, Ham-
tramck. For information, call 875.6555.

® Butler Twina

The Butler Twins will perform on Sat-
urday, March 17, at Aubusn Lancs, Vil
lage Pub, 27 South Squirre), Auburn
Helghts, For informatlon, call 852-1710.
#® Blues show

Progressive Blues Band, with Johnny
“Yard Dog" Jones, the Alllgators, Louisi-
ana Heat and Juice wlll perform on Sat-
urday, March 17, at the Blind Pig, 208 S,
First, Ann Arbor. For Informatlon, cal)
996-8555.

® Freedom of Expression

Freedom af Expresslon will perform
on Saturday, March 17, at Rlck's Cafe,
611 Church, Ann Arbor. For tnformatlon,
call 996-2747, -
® Bacon Brothers

Bacon Brothers will perform on Satur-
day, March 17, at Jameson's, 1812 N.
Matn, Royat Oak. For Iaformatlon, call -~
547-6470,
® Skanking Yoodoo Doils

Skanking Voodoo Dalls will perform on'*
Saturday, March 17, at Flnney's Pub, -
3965 Woodward, Detroit. For informa-.
tlon, call 2313070,
® Clvillana

Clvilians wlll perform on Saturday,
March 17, at Hamtramck Pub, 204B Can.
itf, off 1.75. For information, call 365
9760,

& Bluea Jublies

Chicago Pete & The Detrolters, Robert
Penn, Harmonica Shah and Uptown
Rollers will all perform in a Blues Jubi-
lee Saturday, 17, at Moby Dicks,
5452 Schaefer, Dearborn. For Informa.
tion, call 581-3650.

PREP

Here are the top 10 songs receiving ait-
play on WBFH-FM 88.1, studznt operated -
statlon of Bloomficld Hills School Dis-
trict.

1.1 Go to Extremes," Blily Joel
2.“Escapade,” Janet Jackson

2. “Roam,” BS2s

4.“] Wish It Would Raln Down,” Phil Col-
lias

5. “The Price of Love,” Bad English
6."Get Up,” Tecaotroale

7. “No Myih,” Michael Peas

1. “Let Love Rule,” Leany Kraviz

9. “Opposites Attract.” Paula Abdal

10. “Show Doa’t Tell,” Rask

TRAVEL-LOG
— J.J. Cale

J.J. Cale bas been making music
for more than 35 years, but he is still
best known for writing "After Mid-
night," and “Cocalne,” both of which
were hits for Erlc Clapton, “Travel-
Log," recorded during the last six
years, is Cale’s flrst record for
Silvertone, an affliate of RCA,

While there is a clear desire on the
part of the record company to posi-
Uon Cale for a ride on the resurgent
Clapton bandwagon, this isn't quite
Iair to Cale,

Unlike Clapton, Cale s an extraor-
dinarily understated musician, This
record Is o testament to Cale’s re-
straint. Cale’s production fs whisper
qulet, Instruments never hurtle out
of the mix and announce themselves.
Even the solos remaln part of an in-
Im!xntcd whole, While the quality of

o i

Jim Keltner on drums, percusslon
and organ.

“Travel-Log” 1s, to a limited ex-
tent, a “concept record,” revolving
around themes of physical and spir-
1tual journeys. Three songs spc':':lty

"Ner

thelr locales — “Shanghald,” W
Orleans” and “Tijuana,” — and
these are among the best on the
record. They draw on the implied
musical (raditions and {eature par-
ticularly strong starylines.

Over the course of “Travel-Log's"
14 songs, one can grow tred of
Cale's approach. While most ol the
songs are individually strong, thelr
collective impact is water down by
similarity, almost to the point where
the record might be better with a
few judlcious deletions.

Even 5o, “Travel-Log” remalns an
effort from a unique

g8 sravers,
this Is in keeping with Calo’s front-
porch jam-session senslblilties.
Cale's music Is an amalgamation
of blues, folk, western swing and '30s
guitar-bascd jazz. Cale is by no
means a great singer, but his volca is
suited to the languld, flowing tone
which ke coaxes from his guitar. Ho
.18 backed by a strong band, featuring
4 hd

American volce. More often than
not, Cale's llmitations work to his

advantage,
. ~— John Logie

RIVERSIDE
— Luka Bloom

Luka Bloom is no ordinary cry-in-
your-beer ballader, *‘Riverside”
(Reprise) is a stunning debut.

Brother of well-known Irish per-
former Christy Moore, Bloom has
set out on his own with his own
name. Which is why, perhaps, there
Is nary a mention of his famous sib-
ling in press notes or on the alburm.

Bloom is an Intense, introspective
lyricist. Only Pete Townshend can
pack more wailop within the con-
fines of a three-minute acoustic

song.
He's Irish, He doesn't ignore it nor,
to his credlt, does he milk it for eve-

-1y cliche about lush green hills and

girls named Colleen. “An Irishman
In Chinatown,” an upbeat narrative
about a chance meeting, provides
the only hint of an Irish lilt in his
volce,

Otherwise, Bloom booms with re-
sounding vocals that . are only
matched by stinging acoustic gultar
work. An Iranian finger drum and &
bodhran can be heard here or there.

For, the most part, though, it's just »

Bloom and his guitar,
He's cnamored with America and
its people as “Dreams In America”
LW

and “An Irishman in Chinatown"
would suggest. His best

WELCOME TO
— The Beautiful
South

A couple of years ago, a band
cal ] tins were topp-

come when he's observing others
along with himself.

“The Man Is Alive” 1 a number
about his father who died when he
was 18 months old, The reallzation
comes later that his dad still ives In
him, The song is simple, yet riveting.

Too often the folk crowd can get
bogged down soclological and politl-
cal messages. Bloom doesa't.

For that, Lhis debut deserves a
hearty applause.

— Latry O'Connor

Ing the British charts {requently
with their brand of light, “happy”
Ppop, tinged with caustic, soclal com-
mentary lyrics. For some reason,
thelr music did not travel much
across the water so they did not earn
a lot of recognition In thls country,
They split up and The Beantiful
South Ls the first evidence of the re-

of tin

‘Those who were familiar with the
Housemartins will find some simi-
laritles on “Welcome To” (Elektra
Entertainment), but perbaps . with
the success of bands ke They Might
Be Glants on the college circult, the
atmosphere Is more receptive to this
style of musle.

Starting off with a somewhat tald
back, almost lame, scunding *
for Whoever” a wrong Imprestion is
easily read. But upon further inspec-
tlon, particularly of tha lyrics, it s a
wonderfully satiric examination of
“Love Songs” with vocalist : Bean

gdch'n tongue firmly phntad'_ln_hh -

eek: " o v,
**Oh Shirley, Oh Deborah, Ob Jane,.
I wrote 50 many songs aboat you, I
s PR R

forget your name/Deep 50 deep the :
number one 1 hope to reap, depends- .+
upon the tears you weep, 50 cry, e A

Brittlant. el
There are 11 songs here dealing, ™
Intelligently I might add, with sub-=
jects as diverse as sleaxy boyfriendsm
("Girl you must resist, don't let him's

line and high In charts™), frustrations ™
(“Mldnight, a husband getting ready=
to fight, a daughter sleeps alone withre
mllghllm-mdm.lhembnb-‘
keeps it all In”), fashlonable politicy

("T'm out tonight and I can't decid

€. S
Musically, piano 2nd‘ brass
abounds alded’ occastonally by
drums and




