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Building project:

By Doug Funke :
stall writer

- This contest, one for the birds, has
drawn a flock of interest from sev-
enth and cighth graders In the north-
ern ard western suburbs.

- That includes Ed Burger, a volun:
teer drafting teacher, and six stu.
dents at St. Valentine School in Red-
ford.

Their mission — to construct bir-
dhouses and learn about design,
tools, and It is hoped, a llttle some-
thing about birds and their habltats,

Entries wilt be displayed and
winners announced later thls month
at the Internatlonal Bullders Home,

Shingling is an important part of any residen-
tial project, as even young builders know.

Flower and Furniture Show at the
Cubo Confurence Center,

“At this point, most aren't teo ar-
ticulate with thelr hands,” Burger
satd of hls students. “That's what
they're Jearning. Kids need an oppor-
tunity, They need an outlet.”™

What makes the young bullders
Irom St. Valentine different from
other entrants is they don't have a
shop.at {he school.

FORTUNATELY, Burger lives
nearby and has a basement well-
stocked with tools,

The six builders had to come up
with $1.50 for inaterlals and comnnt
1o worklng ¥ hours once a week af-

alignment,

Here, Amy Watroba handles the stople gun and

ter school untit the projects were
completed. It took five weeks,

Burger -evised a blueprint and
templates from a birdhouse he re-
cadled bis father building many
years aga.

All six students from St. Valentine
worked from the same plan,

I did some of the difficult cuts,”
Burger salld. "They used a band saw,
drill press, hand-powered drill, saber
saw, power sander, hacksaw and, of
course, all hand tools.”

The birdhouses were fashioned
from plywood. A hinged door on the
bottom atlows for casy cleaning.
Shingles are stapled to the roof, The
sludents added their own decorative

lt’s ‘for the birds’

touches like flags, mailboxes and an-
tennac.

THE STUDE
the expericnce.
*1 enjoyed )1, just being able to
work with power toals," said John
Doonin. ”You have to have a lot of
patience.”

Doonan's dad is a carpenter, but
young John said he'd rather work
with wownd as a hobby than for a liv-
ing.
Chris Prysok had bullt a birdhouse
ed glass craft projects with
ndpa.
just like working with my
id. "1 like helping out as
Ilike tearning things.

spoke highly of

casy,

Damien Fron didn't let the set-
back of drawing some bad wood ang
having 10 rework part of his bird-
hotise get him down.

"I didn’t really bather me much
because 1 knew 1'd catch up,” he
said,

Fron is thinking about becoming
an architect or draftsman.

Amy Watroba was the only girl at
St, Valentine to build a birdhouse.

“IT'S PRETTY much the first
thing [ ever built,” she said. I enjoy-
cd it so much. I'm going 10 build
shelves for my closet.”

Watroba, an outstanding student
who excels in math and science, en-
visi a carecr in engineering.

Michael Danic, son of an electri-
cal/heating contracter, has helped
his dad with some projects around
the house, so hie isn't exactly a nov-
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ice when it comes to working with
tools.

"It allowed me te use power tools

Damien Fron hopes to impress contest judges and perhaps
later attract a wren to his birdhouse with decorative touches
like a minialure flag and a “For Rent, Cheep,” sign.

and be with friends,” Danic said of
his involvement in the contest,

Jason Ricltyka said he never real-
1y built anything before attempting a
birdhouse, “It was harder than I
thought," he said.

He accomplished what he set out
to do - building something by him-
self.

Burger, a retired designer/drafls-

we're born, we have an empty box.
Every time you do something, you
put a block In the box. Pretty soon,
you have enough blocks to buitd
something.'

“They have so much confidence
they can do sownething, they won't
hesitate o start something on their
own," Burger added,

All birdhouses entered in the con-
test will be displayed in the Hall of

Gardens during the run of 1he build.
«crs show, March 17-25. .

Entrics will be judged on accura-
cy, design, creativity, materials, as-
sembly, decorations and sultability
for intended bird, v

The contest is sponsored by the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
Builders Association of Southeastern
Michigan and the state Department
of Natural Resources.

Mike Danic holds a spacer to ensure correct

man for Ford Motor Co., seemed 1o
et as much out of the project as the
students.

"I puess I'm really a teacher at
" he said. T told them, 'When

hea

Don't offer too much earnest money for condo

1low much earnest money should T
have to deposit on o condomlnium?

As a purchaser you normally want
to put down as little down as possi-
ble. Most purchase agreements pro-
vide that you will forfeit the carnest
money deposit If you breach the
terms of the contract, Obviously, the
less you deposit, the less llkely expo-
sure you have in the event of a de-
fault.

On the other hand, some deals wlilt
not be made unless the seller Is con-
vinced that the purchaser Is serious
about the deal so that you wlll have
to put down cnough to satlsty the
sekler that you are serious about con-
summatlng a transactlon,

Tam a purchaser ot a tax sale and
watt to know whom I have to give
notlce to In order to protect my title,
1 have had canflictiog advice in re-
gard to that, Can you help me?

Failure by you as a purchaser of
land at a tax sale to serve notice of
the tax deed on the last recorded
grantee in the regular chaln of title
bars you frem asserting title under
the tax deed and tolls the statute and
the 6§ month redemption perlod for
redeeming the property,

The fact that the interest of the
last recorded grantee In the regular
chain of title may have become vold
or extingulshed does not relleve you
as a purchaser of the tax deed of the
necessity of serving proper notlce on
the last recarded grantee.

Also, serve notice on the person or
persons in the actual open possesslon
of the tand as well as the grantee or
grantees under the tax deed issued
by the Staie Treasurer for the last
year's taxes when appearlng of
record in the Reglster of Deeds.

You are best advised, therefore, to
consult with legal counsel in orde: to
Insure that you have provided ade-
quate and proper notice to all par-

Shenandoal fuke in l]/u' Yoods

of West Bloomfield
Final Phase

ties required under the st: tute.

Rabert M. Meisner is a Bir-

Rabert 3 rcianer 15 02 condo
in condomininms, real estate and quenes
carporate law. Yon are invited to "’
!sn;\bmit topics which pou would 9 Robert M.
ike to see discussed in this col- LB
rmn by tweriting Robert M. Meis- g{y - R Melsner

ner, 30200 Telegraph Road, Suite
467, Birmingham 48010. This col-
umn provides general informa-

tinn and should not be construed
astegat opinion,

« RANCHES
COLONIALS
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1*97,500
Rock Solid
Investment
QUALITY
MATERIALS

* Ouak Cabinetry
+ Waad Windaws

. ®

* SAVE 13,000 -

2200 SQUARE FOOT RANCH, 3 car garage. 4
Dedrooms, stady 20; baths, Whislpoo in master
suite, firt Moar faundry, fireplace, nak cahings,
cathezlral ceiling in family oom and master
suite. Intludes ot in Greeoock  Hills
sutelivision  Prived from - $IR2DIK. - SAVE
SLA= Buy before 33190 at $169.%0.

PREMIUM HOMESITES

$28.900 to $49,900 V2 acre to Vi acre sites
Land contract teems

¥ M
Model Open [
Daily & Weekends g 10 Mo fig 871
486-0590 | i—@® -
Greenock
Offered by: Hay tron
Greenock Group, Ine. |

PRIME CANTON LOCATION.

3 s AR T, S N N With Large Natural Park
s yALPL - o W s o Central Air * 1 Floor, 2 Badroom, 2 Bath Models
 Homes available for immediate occupancy « Plush Carpeting +3 Floor Plans

I * Garages « Private Entrances
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[ 1-6 pm dally; closed Thursday . O ey :8‘;::‘;‘:“' Coilings BN
20 i 683-2247 ThePrudential (5 " From e i 4
LT Arbor Hary S Wol,ReALTORS" 2 || :77.400 |
o arketing Agent 8
- #Hu E g é Development Now Home Division é OPEN 125 Da‘!gtoud ” I u
= » % Mile West of Drake Rd. 421.5860  MODELS 473.0490 £ 981-6550 ey
£ (i North off Walnut Lake Rd, \ _J) \\——___sawesay centuRY 21, aRTEORD SQUTH. NG, /)
.s:_ v ~ s ¥ i-' C r

-



