GA(OXF-BA)

O&F._Monday, March 12, 1590

County balks at endorsing housing center

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

Oakland's fledgling Open Housing
Center has met resistance.
But the resistance came from an

hopes to promote integration ln Qak-
land nelghborhoods, according to
Ann Wettlaufer who Is co-dircetor
with Barbara Talley.

I has an $80,000 budget and is
suppﬂrled by the communilics of

source,
tanders of the quip by Pogo, "\\c
have met the enemny and be Is us.”
‘The center, which officlally opens
its doors Tuesday in Farmington
Hills, is o nonprofit agency that

Lathrup Village, Farm.
ington Hills and Beverly Hills,

While the official opening won't be
until 10 a.m., Wettlaufer and Talley
last Thursday hoped to get a running
start with an cndorsement from the

Oakland County Hoard of Commis-
sloners at Its regular meeting.”

But instead of endorsing the cen-
ter with a resolution, as expected,
commissioners referred the matter
(o the Publle Services Commiltice for
additional review,

“1 don't think anybody disagrees
vith the concept of open housing,”
sald  commissioner John Pappa-
george, R-Troy. "But I want to find
out what passing this resolutlon
means, I want te know If it will cost
us money.”"

THE VOTE was 15 to 7 aloag par-
tisan lines, with Republicans vatlng
10 refer the resolution and Demo-
crats voting for immediate passage.

The ane-page resolutlon, spon.
sored by commissioners Lilljan Jaffe
QOaks, D- and Mark W,
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Chester, R-Troy, sald the board
“supparts the concept of the Gakland
County Center for Open Housing

. for falr and open housing.”

It has becn reviewed by the
board’s General Government Com-
mittee and recommended tu the en-
tire board for adoption, But Pappa-
george and others wanted more in-
formation.

The resolutien is scheduled to go
to Public Scrvices Committee Tues-
day and could be approved ang re-
ferred 1o the board at its next regu-
tar meeting on March 22,

“I wil) feel more comfortable with
more information,” Pappageorge
said. “Annther couple of weeks wor't
matter.”

ODDLY ENQUGH, the resolu-
tion’s two sponsers have mixed reac-
tions 1o the board’s action, which
some Democrats considered a rejec-
tion.

Oaks was irritated, especially
since Wettlaufer, a Birmingham res-
ident, anid Talley, from Southfield,
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were at the meeting and could an-
swer questions about the center and
its goals.

Federal law requires fair and
upen housing, the Southfield com-
missioner sajd. Why couldn't the
hoard whotcheartedly endorse open
housing — and the center — instead
of dragging its feet.

Hut Chester sald he understands
the request for additional informa-
tion and voted 1o refer the resolution
1o committee.

There arc a number of agencies
cancerncd with falr housing, Chester
said, Including the Fair Huusing Cen-
ter of Metropolitan Detroit and the
Michigan Housing Coalition.

How will the fair housing center
relate to them? Chester asked, Is
there a duplication of effort? “It's
reasonalble to want answers.”

Lawrence R. Pernick, also a
Southfield Democrat, privateiy
noted that on March 1, County Exce-
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They're back,

And everyone has a horrer story
about thase Chevy-crunching, Bron-
co-bashing potholes that pock our
Oakland County rods like giant
wormholes in spring.

The Observer & Eccentric wants
to hear yours.

To nominate your favarite Stin-
gray-swillower or axle-buster, send
a postcard, letter or fax with the to.
cation of the hole (ie. 1.75 near
Creoks) and what it did 10 you 10
make 1 eligible for “Oakland County
Pathole of the Year."
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utive Daniel T. Murphy, a Hepubli-
can, proclaimed April as Fair fto
Ing Month. “I'tn chuckiing,” he
“Obviously the right hand doesa’t
know what the left hand is dotng; But
what's unusual about that?"

WETTLAUFER SAID she s disag-
pointed the board did not act imme-
diately on the resolution disap-
pointed, but net deterred

“We've already appeared before
one committee and 1 thought we had
explnlncd our methods and goals,”
she said, “But we can do it again.

The center is designed to tak
{irmative action to integrate nels
barhonds, Weltlaufer said. “There
has been so little integratinn, we
need to take positive steps.”

Appointments can be tnade be.
tween @ a.m. and 5 pm. weekdays al
e center, 37935 W. 12 Mile Road
Phone number is 489-1750.

e of Year contest

Send nominations to: POTHOL
Observer & Lecentric, 805 F: Magle.
Birmingham, $8002. Fax number 1
6440314,

Don't forget ta inrlude your nawe,
hometown and a daytime phone
aumber in case we need more gory
details,

The winning pothole will hay
photo in the paper - and maybe a fol.
low-up when the county road com:
mission tells us it's repaired.

Deadline is Wednesday, March 21

Meanwhile, drive carcfully, and
watch {out) for those potholes’
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