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By Casay Hane
staff wiitor

, Togetherness — that's what Hill.

slde princlpal Richard Ruiter wants
1o stress at the new west side Farm.

ington Hills clementary . school,
Tated to open this fall.

Students with a variety of needs
can all be taught together, he said,
jeithout pulling students out of the
classroom and causing disruptions
and “frustratlons for teachers on a
aily basls.”

1 “We have a commitment to keep-
Ing kids in the classroom as much as
possible,” he sald March 8.

4 School board member Janice Rol-
‘nick, long a champlon of the needs of
gifted students, questioned the con-
cept that speclal needs students
learn better In a regular setting.

“I'm really concerned about that,”
she said. “I'm also concerned about

teachers belng trained to address
ghted students needs,”

The board is not expected to take
any official action on the proposed
currleulum,

THE NEW 600-student elementa-
ry will have basic core classes of
language arts, math, social studies,
science, healih, art, moslc and physi-
cal education, but speclal and en-
richment courses will also be offered
separately, likely In the alternoon.

Also new Is the of

has core classes in the morning and
elective enrichments in the after-
noon,

“It will be somewhat similar to
Highmeadow,” she sald. “But they’re
golng to go slower at it. They're not
golng to affer as many (enrich-
ments.} That's not to say we don't
have enrichments [n other bulldings
— It does not mean that.

“The dlfference Is its not imbed-
ded In courses through the day.”

hands-on early chlldhood concepts in
grades kindergaricn through two, In
a wing of the school set aslde for
those grades.

Hillside wlll use some of the con.
cepts currently in use at High-
meadow Common Campus, although
modifted, sald Judith White, assist-
ant superintendent for currlculum
and staff development. High-
meadow, a two-year pllot program,

Hills’ bond ratings

Two Farmington Hills bond rat-
Ings have been upgraded, which wil)
,mean a significant Interest saving
-for taxpayers, city finance director
Charles Rosch announced Monday.

: Moody's Investors Service, a New
"York-based national bond rating
agency, has upgraded the city's rat-
Ing on unlimited tax obligation bonds
:from A to AA and on limited tax ob-
Ilgnllun bonds from A to Al.

On a $10 million bond pald over 15
years, cty taxpayers will realize a
ssrdo.oun total interest saving, Rosch
sald,
Only 12 other Michigan clties have
the AA rating, No Mlchigan clty has
28 AAA rating, which s the highest,
Rosch sald.

“We don't go out and cbtain this in
any other way than (o be a responsi-
ble city government that pays Its bill

Michael Flanagan
cxplalncd that the district s “trying
to glean the best of what's ia all the
schools,” and that the district will
expand whatever programming that
works, “The best that comes out of
Hillside will, voluntarily, be accept-
ed Into other bulldings," he added.

A COMMITTEE of 38 Farmington
school staff and parents worked on
developing the program for Hlllside

improve

on time,” Mayor Jean Fox said in
congratulating Rosch ot the city
councl) meeting Monday,

The upgrading came In conjunc-
tion with the city’s sale of $460,000
in special assessment bonds Monday.

The city's tax base, relative
wealth, low unemployment, retiring
debt, sound budgeting and financial
planning were among the factors
Moody’s cited,
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| stress togetherness

over the past months. One sald the
curriculum was deslgned Lo meet a
varlety of student needs.

“The key word [s flexibllity," she
sald, “We should be able to make
adaptlons right along the way.”

Elementary teacher and commit.
tee member Linda Weh told board
members “there’s a lot of excite-
ment” about the new program

throughout the district. “Any teacher
that buys Into Hillslde will come
there with a great deal of enthusl-
asm, to get the job done In a wonder-
ful way,”

One parent whose child will attend
lilll!ldu sald the programs at High-
meadow and Hillside are sparking
Interest in the parent community as
well, “Other parents. are jealous,”

she sajd, “and are asking that these
models be brought to thelr school.”
She called the new curriculum a
“Cranbrook without the mega-,
bucks.”
. Other nts stressed the need
for evaluating the new program, to
determine how well it works.
The bullding of Hills(de is slated to
be completed [n mid-August.

Imagine if you had to ask for blood 1o save the fife of tomeono you love.
‘Next ime the American Red Cross asks, givo blood, please.
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