These Democrats seek shift to

By Waynoe Poal
slaff wrltor

Cail them malastream Democrats,
or neo-liberals — call thelr pro-
grams progressive or regressive —
members of the Democratic Leader-
ship Counci! are battling for the
heart of their party In 1992 and be-
yond.,

With a membership list including
Mlchigan Gov. James Blanchard,
senators Sam Nunn, Chuck Robb and
House leader Richard Gephardt, the
group has amassed a heavyweight
roster of party leaders.

Now, It seeks (o take its message
to the voters — specifically mlddle
class suburban voters with housahold
income between $20,000-$50,000.

“THESE PEOPLE arc the key,"
said DLC exveutive director Al
From, in lown Tuesday for an ad-
dress to Oakland County Democrats.
"We need to atlract peeple who vote
Democratle in state and local elec-
tlons, yet vate Republican In nation-
al elections.”

Ta do 50, From said, the urganiza-
tlon sceks to malntain {raditional
party commitmenis to economle op-

Gt\‘pup seeks to take its message to the
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portunity and civi! rights, but with a
twist,

“Philosophically, we believe that
il you enjoy the benefits of living in
Amcrica, you should be wllling te
put something back,” From said.
“1t’s the kind of thing John F, Kenne-
dy was talking about.”

Natlonal service, having young
pevple voluntarily perform various
comniunity Improvement tasks in
return for college aid, Is one way
group membors seek to put their phl-
losophy into practice.

“In a sense, it's a replacement for
the military,” From said. “Tradl-
tionatly, the military has been a way
for people from poorer backgrounds
to work their way up, but now we're
culllng troops.”

Health care service, especially for
the clderly, is one aspect of the

group’s national service plan, Boost.
ing local police forces through mem-
bers of a national police core,
trained in un ROTC-like program, is
anather aspect. (For more on where
the DLC stands with regard to the
issues, sec related story.)

DLC members will meet in New
Orleans on March 23-24 to “form a
new national conscnsus,” sald From,
an Indlana native and former politi-
cal strateglst for the Carter White
House and dircctor of the House
Democratic Caueus.

The national consensus, he said,
would replace the speclal interest
group politles that haus dominated re-
cent Democratle polltics.

That Idea attracted Birmingham
businessman Marvin Meltzer to the

group.
“1T'S A common-sense approach,”

Melizer sald. “Rather thun golng
{rum interest group te interest
group, we have a national consensus
to guide us.”

At the national strategy session In
New Orleans, Nunn will outline a
plan for U.S. aid 10 emergling democ-
racles and Scn. Albert Gore, D-
Tenn., wlll deliver the group’s pro-
posal on cleaning the environment.
But recapluring the White House
won't be far from anyone’s mind.

“I's the presldent that sets the na-.
tiona) agenda,” From sald. “Ii we
are to have any influen
recapture the White House.

Attaining power won't be casy,
even within the party itsetf.

Police unions have already an-
nounced oppoesition to the “police
curps” proposal.

Mcanwhile, the sole Democratic
presidentlal contender with a natlon-
al constituency, to his point, Is the
Hev. Jesse Jackson — whose liberal
politics, seemingly painting the way
buck 1o the entitlement prograts of
the 1960s and 19703, Is the exact op-
posite of what the DLC seeks.

till, DLC members belleve the
charismatic Jackson is vulnerable.

*“To beat Juckson, you have to at-
tack him the way you would any
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Birmingham businessman Marvin Meltzer {left) and Democrat- N
ic Leadership Council executive director Al From are among .. .
those hil for a new il D atic Party.

From addressed Qakland County Democrats during an ap- «
pearance this week. -

Another potential roadblock is
whether the DLC's [ssue-griented
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other candidate,” From said. "You
have to make him defend his
record.”

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

Jane Hart, widow of Scn. Phil
Hart, has never been shy about her
Democratic lcanings.

Thus [t stands to reason she'd
come out of a self-imposed exile in
the Carlbbean to endorse a candl-
date Democrats view as a rising

star,

Thls one happened to be her
nephew, Waller O. Briggs 1V, who
has a decidedly uphill batle
against incumbent William Broom-
field, the most sealor Republican in
Congress.

in a rare publle appearance Hart
endorsed her nephew and other
Democratle candldates during the
30th Annual Phil Hart Dinner Sun-
day at Roma's of Bloomfield.
About 1,100 people attended the
$35-per-person fund-ralser.

Jane Hart — who was arrested
for protesting the Vietnam War —
has shunned the publlc limellght
slnee her husband died in 1976, But
she came back to help her nephew
... and put some spirit In the
Democratle party.

TRADITIONALLY REPUBLI-
CAN Oakland County has been the
victim of o)d and stodgy practices,
something young Briggs can help
change, Hart said,

Briggs, 33, is the great-grandson
of Walter O. Briggs, former owner
of the Detroit Tigers. He was alsoa
staunch Republican, Hart said, as
were Walter 0. Briggs the second
and third.

*“It took {the Briggs famlly) three
generations to get their eyes open,”
she sald, referring to her nephew’s
cholee to run as a Democrat.

Hart's talk was preceded by sev-
eral speakers, Including Gov.
James Blanchard and Sen. Carl
Levin who could both face serious
challengers this fall. Blanchard's
most likely opponent Is GOP Sen-
ale Majorlty Leader John Engler
while Levin will face the winner of
the primary between Bill Schuctte
and Clark Durant.

To the delight of the partisan
crowd, however, the speeches were
short, with Blanchard and Levin
saylng they are ready to run on
their records.

In keeping with the festive eve-
ning, Blanchard said an Oakland
County man, Dwayne Stephens of
Ferndale, scored the winning bas-
ket at the Michigan State-Purdue
basketball earlier in the day.
Blanchard graduated from MSU.

Levin sald the easlng of tenslons
In Europe should enable the Unlted
States to divert moncy from mili-

Dems show Hart,
determination
at county dinner

tary to domestlc spending.

He decrled “gadgets in the sky,”
a reference 1o the Star Wars de-
fense system, and sald It Is time o
put more maney into the environ-
ment, education and eother pro-
grams to strengthen the natlon,

Levln said he Is heartened about
belng “targeted” by Republicans, 2
reference to GOP clalms he can be
defeated, despite belng an en-
trenched incumbent.

“[F 1 WASN'T targeted by Re-
publicans, I'd wonder what I had
stood for over the last 12 years,”
Levin sald.
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.. .Guv
serves up
humor

Once a boss, always a boss, ac-
cording to Gov. James Blanchard,
who took a good-natured jab at
U.S. Rep. Sander Levin at the 30th
Anneat Phll Hart Dinner at
Roma's of Bloomfield.

Blanchard was obviously in a
guod mood Sunday, fresh from see-
ing his alma mater, Michigan
State, win the Big 10 basketball
title by defeating Purdue 7170 in
the final seconds of the game.

In a festive mood, he poked fun
at Levin, the man who twice ran
for governor and twice lost close
clections to incumbent William
Milliken befare subsequently belng
clected In the 17th Congresslonal
District that includes Southfield
and Redford Townshlp in Wayne
County.

Noting that he werked in his
1970 campalign {as a paid outstate
coordinator) Blanchard said Levin
demanded a lot from him and
other workers. Furthermore, his
former boss scems to malntaln
some of their old employer-cm-
ployee relatlonshlp, .

“SANDY STILL thinks I work
for him," Blanchard qulpped.

“And he thinks Carl works for
him, teo,” the governar sald, refer-
ring to U.S. Sen. Carl Levin, San-
dy’s brother, who was a volunteer
in Sandy's successful campaigns
for the state Senate in 1966 and
1968,

A GOPer or 2 seen
among the Dems

Democrats weren't the only oncs
courting goodwill Sunday at the 30th
annual Phil Hart Dinner.

State Sen. Rudy J. Nichols of
Waterford h

was considered almost unbeatable
by Democrats,

**Judgeships are a non-partisan po-
sition, Nichols sald when asked
about a in

p-an
District Judge James P. Sheehy
were there, pressing the flesh and
exchanging views on a wide rango of
toples including judiclal system and
politics in general.

Both are among the growing num-
ber of candidates vylng in the Aug. 7
primary. At least six candldates are
3ald to be considering blds, 'wlkh tl;c

n

Democratic waters.

“1 think most of the people here
will put aslde any partlsan feelings
when they consider-me or anyone
clse for a judiclal post.” -

Sheehy s already In a non-partl-
san position. Ho's a judge in District
Court 523, -, R

Even though he hasn't formally

1op four vote-getters
the November election for one of
iwo powly crealed judgeships on the
Oakland Circuit Court.

Nichols, a Republlean, was elected
to the state Legislature 1982 and

his Judicial d|
(he's scheduled a press conference
today), Sheehy had a billboard in
Roma's parking let and a table of Iit-
crature louting his legal background
on the lnslde.
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