Andover captures

state championship

By Dan O'Meara
stalt writer

When the Bloomfleld Hills Ando-
ver swim team wins a slate champl-
wnship, the Barons know how to do It
right.

First, they get the difficult part
out of the way carly and sel the
stage for the main cvent, Then, they
kick back and revel in the spotlight
of the blg show the next afternoon,

And it was an Andover show al the
Class A finals Saturday in Eastern
Michigan Unlversity's Jones Natato-
rium,

The Barons, wlth the crown all but
in hand followling a strong perform.
ance in the pretimlnaries Friday, ran
away with thelr second state title in
the last four years, Andover accu-
mulated 160 points to runner-up Ann
Arbor Huron's 100.

Eccentric-area tatent also distin-
guished ltself with Troy senior Dave
Whinter winning his second stralght
champlonship i the backstroke and
Birmingham Groves produclng a
fourth-place team tinish.

“WE SWAM fantastic on Friday
and hung on today,” sald Andover's
Mike Lane, who was named coach of
the year, “We really won the meet
yesterday, putting all those kids in
the finals,”

Besides quallfying both relays for
the championship heats, the Barons
were guaranteed @ bundle of points
for having nine individual swims In
the finals. Don Perella, Mark D'Erri-
co, Raffj Karapetian angd Sam Klm
advanced to Saturday’s competition
in two events apiece and Marty Rea
one.

“They put themselves In positlon
yesterday to win it," Lane sald, add-
ing Andover won the title the same
way In 1986, “There wasn't any pres-
sure on us today.

"I don't want tu make that sound
wrong, but we could get in the water
today, relax and swim well. We
could concentrate on the task at
hand instead of worrying about hav-
ing 1o do this or that because we

P
swimming
1 hit {the tern) right on. I wasn’t tou
{ar away, and T wasn't too close.”

Karapetlan, who had a rather
large edge over runner-up Mike Car-
lini of East Detroit {21.27) conslder-
Ing the speed of the event, was even
a bit surprised al winning.

"It was In the back of my mind,
But | wasn'L counting on It,” he sald.
“It wasn't one of my prloritles, to
win. I wanted to race to my full po-
tentlal.”

Karapetlan was runner-up In the
100 freestyle, but he had no regrets
there since the winner, Tom Bailey
of Huron, set one of two records in
that race. He went 44.83, breaking
Tony Anderson’s 1985 mark of 45.90,
and Karapetlan 46.16.

“He's a senior; I'm a freshman,”
Karapetlan sajd. “He swam great
but [ feel good, too. I swam it the
way I wanted. I dido’t try to keep up
with him. [ just swam my own race.”

The medley relay final looked like
an all-Eccentric race. Andover's
team of Rea, D'Errlco, Kim and
Kats Ohashl won il with a 1:36.62
time, Groves was a close second
{1:36.97) and Rochester Adams took
third (1:38.31).

Andover's freestyle relay viclory
was “the cream on the top,” accerd-
ing to Lane, as the Barons, assured
of the team trophy, sthl put out the
effort to win In 3:10.82 with Rea,
Ohashi, Perella and Karapetian
comprising the unlt, Groves was
third at 3:13.26,

D’ERRICO WAS sccond in the 500
ireestyle (4:35.95) and fourth In the
individual mediey (1:56.33), Kim
flith In the 50 freestyle (21.67) and
the 100 (47.05), Perella {lith In the
§00 freestyle (4:46.01) and 10th in the
200 (1:45.76) and Rea fifth in the
backstroke (55.20).

“We trained all year, and we came
and did our best — and that's all it

and I really wanted to do a good job
this year,” Whinter said, “Also, [
wanied to prove to myse) that I'm
still in It, that I can still do it."

Whinter had the top seed time of
53.31, nearly two scconds better than
anybody else, but he was No, 2 after
quallfying on Friday. He swam 53.90
in the prelims and St. John's Paul
Avery 53.77,

“IN THE preflms, 1 wanted to
swim a good, strong race with prop-
er technlque, but I wanted to save
some of my intensily for the finals,”
Whinter sald, “Not physically but
mentally. I didn't want to burn out In
the prelims.”

Whinter's final time was nearly
1% scconds fasier (han runner-up
Avery's finish of 53,69,

“{The vlctory) means a lot to me,
because I'm just starting to develop
my swim," Whinter said, “and [ hope
this is a good step Into celege and
maybe some International switmn-
ming in the future.”

Whinter plans to train with Mis-
sion Day, a private cfub in Florida,
after he graduates and use that as a
springboard to attract college offers,
He would llke to swim for Califor-
oia-Santa Barbara or Long Beach
State.

Besldes scoring both relays,
Groves got polnts from Drew Hansz,
who was fourth in the breast stroke
(58.47), and Bob Sala, who was 10th
in the backstroke (55.93).

"We were ranked fourth at the be-
ginning of the year, and we came in
here ranked sixth,” Groves coach
Darin Abbasse said. “We had an op-
portunity to do well in the relays,
and we knew we could get both of
them in the top five.

“(HANSZ} 1S the top returning un-
derclassman, so we're looking for
&ig things from him next year. We're
golng to come back and try to give
Andover a run next year."

swimming

Jetf Tomey, Jaime Strauch and

Sarah Rleder all stood out last
weckend for the Bulldog Aquatic
Club In the ABC Swim Festlval,
hosted by the Clarenceville Swim
Club.
‘Tomey, competlng In the Boys
13-18 age dlvision, took flrsts In
the 50 and 100 [reestyles, along
with the 100 breaststroke. He also
finished fourth in the 200 and 500
{reestyles.

In the same age category,
Strauch added firsts in the 200
and 500 freestyle, a second In the
100 backstroke, fourth in the 50
Ireestyle, and sixth in the 100
freestyle,

Rleder, competing in the Glrls
11-12 dlvislon, won five events in-
cluding the 100 and 500 frecs-
tyles, 50 backstroke, 50
breaststroke, and 100 IM. She
also took secend In the 50 and 200
{reestyle, 50 butterfly and 100
breaststroke.

OTHER BULLDOOG FINISHERS

Boys 10 and undor: Kewn Stuart — hith
place. 25-yard backstzohe, 50- ang 100
rocstylo

Girls 11-12: Rebocca Angaison — 1hea.
200 mandunt meciay, Aih. 50 backsiros ¢,
Motane Bosse — second, 100 Ireesiple.
thed, 500 Iteestyle, Amity Hechatheyet —
fest, 200 M, vecond 500 freestyle, thid,
100 Sroaststeoke: ssth, 200 ireestylo

12: Angrew Steast — sth, 200
and 500 fieestyles

Gitlg 1338 Erca Andorson — second,
500 freestyle, thed, 100 backslioke and
200 lrcesty’o, fourth, 100 bullintly and 100
Dreastsitoke. Jeanmna GreQory = $econd.
100 treestyle and 200 1M, foutth, 100 backs
strokg, suth, 100 Dbreasisiroke, Katuna
Heckemayer — hith, 200 freestyle: suth,
100 Breaststioko and 100 Ireestyle; Sheta
Osborna — socond, 500 treestyle, thad,
100 treasisiroro ang 100 Dackstrove,
fourth, 200 freestyle, hith, 50 hewstylo. 100
bultertly and 200 1.

Boys 13-18: Andre Chamgour — -
ond. 100 and 200 freestyles, thid, 50 and
500 froestyler, Paul Champous — £e¢ond,
200 1M, (g, 100 bieastsirche ang 100
Ireeslyle, fith, 50. 200 ana 500 trecslyws,
Dayo Wes £0cond. 500 freestyke and
200 1M thrc. 100 0ng 200 freestyrs: Hih,
50 ticeatyle and 100 backstrobe, sitn, $00
buttertty 313 100 broaststioke

RELAY EVENTS

Giris 1312 Anoarson, Bosse. Mnck
emeyer and Riccter — Lfin

Gurlg 13.18: [A} Anceeson, Gregory, 05
bore and Strauch — cond, mecHey.
Initd, treesty'e, (B) Maheiio Fattetman, Ka-
trna Hechemeyer, L1z Revard ane Sharnon

WILSIE — sath, lrcesiyie ang mediey.
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Head has

By C.J. Risak
stalf writer

Talk about role-reversal.

Just last year, folks flgured Ten-
nessec's chances in the NCAA wom-
en's basketball lournament were
pretty slim, After ali, the Lady Vol-
unteers had lost thelr point guard,
Tonya Edwards (from Flint
Northwestern), to a knee injury mld-
way through the season,

So coach Pat Summitt inserts an
unproven freshman Into the lnewp,
someone who never played point
guard In high school, and what hap-
pens? The Lady Vols never derail,
golng all the way to the NCAA cham-
plonship,

Now what can Dena Head possibly
do for an encore? She scored 19
points in the ‘89 NCAA utle win over
Auburn, She made the Southeastern
Confcrence all-tournament team and
was SEC rookle of the year, What
else Is there?

Well. . .

Gone from that championshlp
team are three starters. So once
again, folks figured Tennessee'’s
chances at repeating were slim ot
lggl. Especially in the very rough

C.

BY NOW, those people are chang-
ing their opinlons about both Tenncs.

new role

basketball

“I think I've become more aceus- ©
tomed to the two-spot.”

So Head is Jooked to for offense —
which was never a problem for her :
at Salem; she averaged nearly 29 !
points 2 game. Stl)l, that was high .
schoel.

BUT JUST like last season, Head |
hasn’t had much trouble adapting. »
She’s the Lady Vols® second-lcading |
scorer, averaging 11.2 points a
game. She leads the team in assists
(3.9 per game), shares the team-lead
in steals (1.8) and Is third in rebound-
ing (5.3). She's making 74 percent of
her [ree throws and 45 percent of
her floor shots,

“I think I've become more aggres-
sive,” she said. “I'm looking to score
more, and I'm rebounding better,
I'm dolng whatever I can to contrib-
ute.” .

0dd, isn't. it? A year ago, Head
was doubted because she lacked ex-
perlence; thls year, she Is one of Ten-
nessee’s more experienced players.
Her is h-valued,

see and Head, a from
Canton {Plymouth Salem HS). A year
ago, Head scoffed at critics who
doubted her because she Jacked col-
lege-level experience. Her college
experience currently consists of 67
games, Slxty are wins,

What's more, Tennessee is back In
the 48-tcam NCAA tournament,
landing the No. 1 seed In the East
Reglon. That means the Lady Vols
will get a first-round bye; they won't
play until Sunday, when they host
the winner of the Ol¢ Dominlon-St.
Joseph’s game.

Has Head become more comfort-
able playing polnt guard thls season?
Ne, because she isn't playing point
any longer. Now she's the shooting
guard.

“I've predominantly played the
two-spol {shootlng guard) thls sea-
son,” she sald, “I moved aroungd be-
tween the one (polnt), two and three
{smali forward} spots at the begin-
ning of the season.

. “This has been a completely dif-
ferent kind of year,” said Head.
“We've had our ups and downs. I
can’t compare this year's team to
last year's, We've made great strides
interms of growing up.

“We're a young team and getting
better.”

How much better remains to be
seen, of course, but by this time no
one s countlng Tennessee out, Not
after the Lady Vols finished first In
the regular season in the SEC (they
lost to Auburn in the SEC tourna-
ment}.

A repeat won't be casy, certainly.
“For our tcam to be successful, we
have to play defense and we have to
rebound for a full 40 minutes,” said
Head. “We can't have any lapscs.”

With so much at stake, lapses are~
unlikely at this stage. It wouldn't be
tolerated. As Head cmphasized,.
“There’s A LOT of pride here."” .

needed polnts here or there.” took," D'Errico said. “We'll be back ¥
The Barons, who went into the fi-  next year, We're only losing a couple A = : g A
nals as the No. l-rated tcam, were  sepjors.” (o) HSL
by no means taking it easy Saturday, The Barons, who won with mare A ai’“cg» - 7 OVED .
Bath relay tcams captured stale  upperclassmen in 1986, should be a e PO A ED| & Wl :
titles, and freshman Ralfi Karape-  contender for several years. Among - «30\:;"\—\ L]
tian had the team’s lone Indlvidual  the individuals who scored at state,
championshlp, winning the 50-yard  Perella s a senior, but Rea and Kim ™ | = (22 \ .
freestyle In 21.06. He was the only  are juniors, D'Errico a sophomore. :
non-scnlor to win an event, “We've got a shot at it next year,” B!etrazs- Meb'ozs' <
“Now that It's over, I'm real proud  Lane said, “A lot of things can hap- S — A - A : S
of myself,” Karapetlan sald n:lernc- pen In a year, but all things being Tire Centers Tire Centers
ccpting his flrst-place medal. “The ual and holding together I'd say Pk .
swim felt great, 1 felt strong all the  swe've got a shot tosdn it again.” = NAT"]NAL W MICHE“N_
way through, Whinter did it agaln Saturday, 2 o e e T e
repeating as Class A king in the ey Vs, E",r;:. 2'¢ o =\ S ::“.m‘;...
“THE WATER felt real thick, real  backstroke with a 52.22 time. He N e s Ny =
sulld, It felt like 1 was pulilng alotof  won last year in 53.47. POR " A A
water. My strokes felt powerful. And “I've got o new coach this year, ' a o
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