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Getting that journeyman’s
card: that’s the first step

By Doug Funko
stalf writor

Residentlal  subdivisions, officc
complexes and retail centers don't
Just materiallze.

They're bullt by carpenters, clec-
{riclans, bricklayers, pipefitters and
ironworkers.

And craftsmen are made,
born,

not

Apprenticeship programs jointly
operated by union centractors and
organized labor still are offered In
the skilled building trades, Some are
casicr to get into than others.

All comblne several years of on-
the-fob tralning wlth formal class-
room instruction.

Acquisition of a journeyman's
card ensures quality work for an em-
ployer and usually results in better

Apprentices Ieam in uchool 2s well 22 on the job. Chris Essary,
a tulure ironworker, trics his hand at cutting metal while Rob-
erl Nickel observes in the relalive comfort and safety of the

classroom,

« the best

wages and job opportunities for the
laberer, say directors of apprentlee-
shlp programs.

They agree on a couple of other
points.

Construction work often Is season-
al. If you're the type who needs the
security of a weekly paycheck, It
may be best to avold the bullding
trades.

Nepatlsm s on the wane, too, due
to efforts of contractors to attract
possible workers. Then
there’s the matter of the U.S. De-
partment of Labor monltoring ap-
prentleeshlp standards and guide-
lines for recruitment of minorlties.

Here's what's  happening  with
some unlon-sponsored apprentice-
ship programs on the local building
scene.

DETROIT CARPENTERS
APPRENTICESHIP SCHOOL

There are no prerequisites for ap-
plying for this apprenticeship. But If
you're not a self-starter or have very
little inltiatlve, you can forget it,

“Anybody can come in here and
gel informatlon and an application,”
said Herb Schultz, director of the ap-
prenticeshlp school in Ferndale.

"You've got to be sponsored by a

. We give ‘em 1
a list of all union contractors in the
area,

“I've seen young men come down
here who didn't know anybody, fill
out an application at 8 and were
hack at 2 with a letter of hire,"
Schultz said.

Upwards of 5,000 carpenter con-
tractors arc in southeastern Michi-
gan, he added.

The carpentry apprenticeship
lasts about four years. Workers are
in school one day for every nlne on
the job. New school sesslons start in
March, July, October and January.

Some 160 Jouracyman cards were
awarded Jast year. About 800 ap-
pn’.;nums are working toward that
end.

“You've got to be a hustler and
sell yourself,” Schultz sald.

Most — but not all ~ apprentices
have a family background ia carpen-
try, he said.
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You have to understand the job betore you can
do it. Here, apprentices Robert Nickell (left),

Photos by ART EMANUELE/31a1f pholographor

tions with instructor Ron McOonell in a class-
room at the ironworkers school in Livonia.

Chris Essary and Dave Lipke go over specifica-

Skilled trades training class
offers non-union alternative

A journcyman ls a person who

Assoclated Builders and Contrac-
[

a prescribed
ship program, whether it's provided
by a joint apprentlceship council of
union contractors and organlzed la-
bar or non-unien contractors.

The U.S. Depariment of Labor, in
consultation with the trades, sets ap-
prenticeship eurrlculum standards,

tars, an o con-
tractors, has offered an apprentice-
ship program in the Detroit area for
about five years.

"Qur programs have been ap-
proved by the (federal) Bureau ol
Apprenticeship,” sald Duane Olds,
director of the scheol. “We have a

program sct up that parallels the
nions."

Applleants for ABC apprentice-
ship training must be at least 18
years of age. If applicants aren’t
high school grads, they must earn a
diploma or obtain a GED equivalen-
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With Phase § aimost sold
out, Stonebridge Phase if
promises to be just as
successful, So, take Dauld and
Terty's advice and make plans
fovisit us foday.

Phase ! priced from 5269.000's
Phase il priced from $279.000's
Plione 661-6654

Anothcr Nosan/Cohy
Decorated by Gormans

STONEBRIIOE

Meet Davld and Terry, & young couple who moved fnto
Stonebridge during Phase L. They'se dellghied with thelr
new home and wish thelr fricnds and others could have the
opportunity to make the same smart move that they made.

Thete are 6 different floorplans fram which to chdosc.
Flus, you'll quickiy discover other great features tike
ottersized bedrooms and family rooms, fuxurlous
bathrooms, vaulted celltngs, European kitchens. winding
sfdetwatks, and West Bioomfleld schools,

Hours: 12 to 5 Mon.-Sun, (Closed Thursda,

)
Located south off Ma 1nlc Road betiween Farmington nnd Drake Roads
') Associates andd Scicctive Homes development

ot for!

Phase Il is now open
at "The Woods"
of Stonebridge
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MODEL OPEN

MON.-FRI. NOON TO 4
SAT.-SUN. NOON TO 5
JMB 8. Associates, Inc.
Bus. Phone: 473-8100
Sales Office: 474-9830
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41 Ranch style one and two bedroom units located in the heart of 1
beautiful Farmington Hills. Dcslgncd nnd butlt for “Young and Active™
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