Dem group details plans
for building new majority

By thelr magazine covers shall
you know them.

The first Issue of The Main Stream
Democrat — a magazine that is to
the Democratic Leadership Council
what The Watchtower s to Jeho-
vah's Witnesses — features Georgla
Sen. Samn Nunn. The most recent is-
sue [eatures Michigan Gov. James
Blanchard shaking bands with now-
ty-elected Virginla Gov. L. Douglas
Wilder, the first black governor in
the nation’s histary.

These are the organlzation's he-
. Here is what it helicves on the

¢ — A major building
block, as the group sees it, Is the be-
lief that black and white Americans
are equally disturbed with vielent
crime and drog trafficking and will-

Ing to suppart candldates percelved
as tough on both.

tax on polluters, Rather than forelng
industries to mect the demands of

1f there's any r it's from
some black Ieaders, DLC director Al
From said, not from Lhelr constitu-

ents,

1t's key recommendation, to this

point, Is a natlonal police corps,
Modelcd after college ROTC pro-
grams, the program would provide
college tultlon loans. Students would
begin repaylng the loans after com.
peting four years' actlve duty, The
proposal's chief sponsors include
Sen. James Sasser of Tennesse and
Rep. John Lewis of Georgla. Sasser
is white; Lewls Is black.

# Environment — The DLC's ma-
lor pollcy statement has yet to be
glven: however, it is expected to a

symm would offer tax credits to in-
dustrles that clean up after them-
selves and place new taxes on those
that don'L. Tax money, In turn, would
be used (o create a natlonal eleanup
fund,

® The Role of Government ~
Philosophically, the group claims it's
between the government-ls-every-
thing approach of the leit and the
laissez faire approach of the right.
While it sees government continulng
to provide social service programs,
It sccks Improved management
means to keep costs down.

® Economlc issues — The DLC
favors private Investment, rather
than masslve public spending, to

Candidates willing to
take a tough stance on
crime, DLC officials
say, can help rebuild a
Democratic majority.

stimulate the economy and advo-
cates business deregulatlon, particu.
larly for small entreprencurs.

® Forelgn affatrs — The group
secks a “non-solatlonist” forcign
poalley, but hasn't yet announced its
plans for Eastern Europe and other
cemerging democracles.

® Homelessness — Again, there
has been no major palley statement
but there has been talk of creating
IRA-like accounts for the working
poor — enubling them to save, while
nat threatening thelr government as-
slstance,

& Rebuildlng the natlon’s infras-
tructure — A nattonal transporation
tax is one of the kdeas proposed, with
most read work falling to the states.

Armenian Genocide issue blocked

WASHINGTON — Here's how
area Senators voted In the week end-
ing Feb. 23, The House had no con-
tested roll calls during the recess-
shortened week,

“ARMENIAN GENOCIDE" 1S-
SUE: By a ic vote of 49-49, the Sen-
ate falled 10 end a filibuster against
a resolution deallng with events in
the Ottoman Empire, the forerunner
of the Republic of Turkey.

Sponsors of SJ Res 212 needed a
three-lifths malority to clear the
procedural hurdle.

Roll Call Report

The measure sets April 24, 1990,
for rcmembering “the Armenlan
Genocide of 1915-23."

By passing it, Congress would ac-
knowledge the disputed historlcal
point that genocide by the Ottoman
Empire government was behind the
deaths of up to 1.5 milllon Armeni-
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ans during the period.

The State Department and many
senators expressed concern that pas-
sage of the resolution would disrupt
relatlons with Turkey, an ally and
NATO member.

“1 cannot believe the Senate would
paper aver (he Armenlan genoclde

because of the flimsy excuse that It
Insults Turkey," said Larry Pressler,
R-5.D., who voted to end the filibus-
ter.

“I am deeply sympathetic to the
suffering endured by the Armenlans
during this time pertod,” sald Rebert
Byrd, D-W.Va. “But I do not know
whether what happened to the Ar-
menlans constltutes a genoclde,”

Senators votlng yes wanted to
move toward approval of the resolu-
tion,

Both Michlgan Sens. Carl Levln,
D, and Donald Riegle, D, voted yes.
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Dems show Hart
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“Bui this is one target that will
shoot back,” he said, an apparent
pledge for a vigorous campalgn.

The most serious part of the eve-
ning was the awarding of the Timo-
thy Dinan Community Service
Award ~ established by Qakland
Democrats in 1979 In honor of a
tlreless worker who dled at an ear-
Iy age. In party circles, Democrats
say his name |s synonymous with

and

Helghts, and, as vlee-cbllr of ‘the
Oukland Counly Democrats, helped
Blanchard get elected, first to Con-
gress and subsequently as governory,
of Michigan, J: :

Bob Lent, director of UAW Re-
gion 1, described Dewan as one of
the most honest and trustworthy|:
men withln organized laber, or pol-
ities. N

He announced the foundation of | *
the John Dewan Memortal Founda-
tion to be dedlcated to two of Its

It was awarded posthumously to
John Dewan, a UAW political
operative  who died last

May.
Dewan, was a restdent of Mnd!snn ’

k favorite jons — |
scholarships for college students
and the charitable activities at St
Patrick’s Catholle Church in De- |-
troit,

Group sees suburbs|
as key to elections

Contlnued from Page 1

politles will stlr the passlons of vot-
ors In a age of slick political pack.
aging and symballsm.

“We belleve we can (stir pas-
slons),"” From sald. “National ser-
vice, will sound Itke a good idea to
parents ~ once they find out how
expensive college can be.”

More of an obstacle is Presldent
George Bush, whose unprecedented
popularity crosses party lnes.

“Bush is popular, but I think that
will fade once he gets In a crisls
sltuation,” From said.

But From acknowledged a con-
tinued strong economy could s|
the end of Democratic presidential
hopes for 1992.

Still, he said, the DLC Lsa’t losing
site of lnng term goals,

“We have to build a cansliluem:y
and we're dofng that,” he said,
polnting to reglonal nrgnnlmllnns
In the south and southwest designed
to help carry DLC-endorsed candi-
dates through primary electlons.

‘Though the group lists more than
250 current or former elected offi-
clals among Its members, most are
from southern or western states.

A pledge to support “a strong do-
mestlc automobile Industry” is the
group's first step toward building a
Midwestern constituency,

The long range goal, Fram said,
Is to do what conservatives did in
the days between Barry Goldwater
and Ronald Reagan.
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