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Objections To Regional Mall

Continued trom Page 1A
Joseph Tuma of 14 Mile
Rd. asked if a referendum
election could be held before
the board acts on the request.
Joseph T. Brennan, town-
ship attorney, explained that
residents would have to wait
until after the board ap-
proves the rezoning (if it
does) and then would have 30
days to petition for a referen-
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dum. The petition must have
signatures numbering at least
15 per cent of the homeown-

ers in the township, he added.
PPN

RUSSELL NANKERVIS,
planning commissioner, said
that tax revenue was not the
main issue but the question
of whether a center was de-
sired

The center very lnkely
could relocate -in Novi,
Walled Lake or West Bloom-
field with the township hav-
ing to suffer from many
traffic and drainage prob-
lems and receive no tax ben-
efits, he added.

Mano commented that
about 250 acres surrounding
the proposed site for the cen-
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ter would be affected if the
rezoning were approved.

Bill Flattery of Westmeath
commented the township
would have many traffic
problems if the center lo-
cated on the west side uf the
I-275 expressway in Walled
Lake. Taxes are rising, Flat-
tery added, and the township
needs a sound commercial
tax base to keep taxes level.
*'We can't afford not to have
commercial property in this
community. We need it!"

e

FRED FAIRFIELD of Fox
Grove CL. said the residential
portion of the development is
a higher density and would
place a greater burden on
Farmmgtonschonls which
would not receive any tax
benefits because the site is
located in the Walled Lake
School District.

“We fought annexation to
preserve our planning and
community,” he added.
**This would turn our 36-
square mile community up-
side down with the industrial
park and downtown business
center now in the south being
overshadowed by a heavy

commercial area in the
north.” )
Commissioner - David

Stader commented it was not
practical to say the township
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does not want the 10 Mile
Sewer Arm to be built. “'We'll
live in a cesspool without the
10 Mite Arm because the bulk
of our new residents are
going to locate in the north-
west section.”

The greater delay in build-
ing that arm, Stader added,
the higher the cost will be.
One advantage of a large
devélopment, he said, is that
it provides many, many
units which will pay tap-in
fees to use the arm.

It could be Taubman Co.
might be willing to advance
the money to build the 10
Mile sewer, Stader said. and
then be reimbursed as ten-
ants tap into the arm. -~

The northwest section is
destined to change because of
the projected freeways,
Stader stressed. The town-
ship should decide how it can
best control what changes
will oceur.

A regional center under a
single, proven manager,
Stader said. could provide
expert planning for the com-
mercial growth needed to
support more residences.

““We can plan this area to
minimize and control effects
on the sorrounding area,”
Stader concluded. “We can
plan around the shopping cen-
ter and prevent further
commercial development and
win in court.”

Without the center, indi-
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ALBERT ROSS of Hal-
stead Rd the

ecological beauty of the area
and made reference to exist-
ing piles of garbage. It
would do us a lot of good to
get the sewers and get some
action out here."

A resident from the south
end asked if Taubman would
be willing to include low-
rental housing for senior citi-
zens if the rezoning was ap-
proved.

John Talpa, resident,
commented that change is
inevitable, including city-
hood. It would be better to
have a régional shopping cen-
ter planned by a professional
developer, he added, than the
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Kathleen M. Retz, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs, Fred Retz of
31405 Berry Hill Rd., Far
mington, has been named to
the dean's list for the fall
quarter  at  Concordia
Teachers College in River
Forest, Jll. She is a senior.
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