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A Look At Modular Homes

Today's column will con-
sist of mini-editorials which
can be read more quickly to
give dad more time to take

the family tobogganing.
g PR

FIRST, a compliment to
the Farmlnglon Township
Board for its open-mindnes$
on modular housing.

A couple wanting to locate
a modular home in the town-
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ship appeared before theé

board for direction on what
was needed for approval.

The board’s response was
that method of construction
was not a determining factor
but only quality of the build-
ing. If the home passes build-
ing m:pecllans, then it can
locate in the township.

This, indeed, is a progres-
sive approach to the question
of modular homes. Modulars
may have shortcomings but
should be allowed if they
meet all building code speci-
fications.

These homes are inspected
by FHA and VA. So if the
government is willing to
guarantee a home for a 30-
year mortgage, the modular
cannot be that terrible. I'm
not personally sold yet on the
medular concept, but it is
certainly worth investigating
as a means of supplying
housing for moderate income
families.

.

THE STALEMATE contin-
ues in the attempt to fill all
seats on the Township Plan-
ning Commission.

The board compromised by
confirming one appointment
of Supervisor Earl Teeples
and then balked at the next.

It is reasonable for the
board to expect Teeples to
compromise by reappointing
Barbara Benya to the com-

. mission. She has many quali-

fications and should not be
penalized because she is
caught in the middle of a
wrestling match,

1t is difficult to indict Tee-
ples, however, for wanting to
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make his own choices for the
commission. After all, in
November a lame-duck board
confirmed appointment of
five members (including two
oew members) to the com-
mission without consulting
the supervisor-elect.

The board is just as much
to blame for the stalemate as
Teeples is. The “let's con-
sult” offer from trustees did
come a bit late.

Trustees did, however,
after some struggle, allow
Teeples to fill the vacancy
with his own man. A reap-
pointment would end the
stalemate.

It may not be fair to Tee-
ples to have to reappoint
someone who was appointed
in haste purposely before the
new supervisor took office.
But if Teeples is to receive
cooperation from the board,
he cannot engage in a pro-
longed battle over. confirma-
tion.

Reappointment of Mrs.
Benya appears to be the pro-
per action at this point. It
may be unfair to Teeples and
a large concession to the
board, but trustees did com-
promise by confirming Ed
Rydell.

THE BEHAVIOR of the
board should be examined
closely during this so-called
“‘transitional’" stage, said to
be necessary because of the
supervisor change.

Some trustees seem deter-
mined to change the township
form of government to a
type of “weak mayor” sys-
tem where the supervisor
simply becomes chairman of
the board with one vote.

Stripping the supervisor of
traditional authority is quite
a change. This writer has to
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wonder why it's necessary
when Teeples was elected by
the people with a 2-1 major-
ity.

1 hardly think the mandate
of the people was to strip the
supervisor of all authority
and have the township ad-
ministered by a board of
seven,

Some trustees described
that election as a *'fluke’’ and
apparently are set on a
course to prove it. I person-
ally don't advise ignoring the
will of the people. It's not
good politics and certainly is
poor government.

Both sides in this struggle
have committed errors.
Teeples has made a couple of
serious mistakes. But the
board, too, has performed
badly on occasion. There is
no need for politicians to
sleep in the same bed, but
they do sleep in the same
community.

THE COMMUNITY should
address itself ‘to the key
question concerning propos-
als to develop a regional
shopping center in Farming-
ton Township.

That key question is: does
the township want a regional
shopping center? Other prob-
lems can-be worked out once
the key question is answered.

I can the feel-

remain in its natural state,
then the township govern-
ment must be prepared to
purchase the property and
make it pubhc lands

THE SCHOOLS continue to
have a struggle balancing the
1970-71 operating budget.

Residents affected by the
cutbacks ought to write Rep.
Raymond L. Baker or Sen.
Carl Pursell. The Legislature
appears to be in the mood to
ignore problems and save
money.

The solution need not be in
higher property taxes. But if
Lansing refuses to budge, a
higher property tax is the
only alternative. I've got a
feeling that if Farmington
residents do not.write Lan-
sing enmasse, taxes will go
up.
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14000 WIST 8 MILS @ OAK PARK.
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ings of the ecologists who
would like the land to remain
in its natural state.

But it’s certainly unfair to
tell a man or corporation who
owns 300 acres that it must
be left as a swamp. This
would be infringing on their
right of an individual to en-
joy and realize the full value
of his property.

If the land in question is m

Cub Pack 45 Planning
For Boy Scout Sunday

FARMINGTON

Boys from Farmington
Cub Scout Pack 45 are in-
vited to attend church serv-
ices on Boy Scout Sunday,
Feb. 14, in the First United
at9:15 a.m.

In conjunction with Boy
Scout Week, Pack 45 projects
will be on display at Scott’s
in the Downtown Farmington
Center.

A field trip planned for
Feb. 6 was a tour of WWJ
television and radio and the

* Detroit News.

At a meeting Jan. 28 in
Cloverdale School, Pack 45
presented attenddnce awards
to Dens 4 and 10 and Webelos
Dens 1 and 2. The “‘Cubby"”
award was presented to Den
6.

Den 2 awards presented
were: Joel Herchoren, den-
ner badge and Bob Reagan,
asst. denner badge.

Den 4 awards: Thomas
Hebson, bear badge. gold and
silver arrows; Joe Hannah,
bear badge, gold arrow:
Steve Austin, silver arrow
and asst. denner badge: and
David Reagan, gold arrow
and denner badge.

Den 6 awards were Eric
Stenson, wolf badge and
Mark Bekkala, wolf badge
and gold and silver argows.

Den 8 awards were John
Murphy. wolf badge and Ste-
phan Hagedorn, bobecat
badge.

; and aquanaut,

Webelos awards;, Mike
Lanigan, showman and
aquanaut: Phil Johnson, -

craftsman and aquanaut:
Andy Freeburn, craftsman
Bill Reagan,
forestry and outdoorsman:
David Scheer, athlete; Mark
Finnell, aquanaut and two-
year pin: Danny Parks, Paut
Wallace, Vincent West and
David Johnson, aquanaut
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BEFORE, COME IN NOW -- IT MAY BE
HERE.
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