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Merey volleyball players congole cach other
Saturday alter loaing to rival Livonia Ladywood
In the semitinals of the Class A tournament In

JiMk SAGDFELD/atatf pholographor

with Ladywood,

Kalamazoo. The 15-10, 12-15, 15-17 loss to the
Blazers was Mercy's only loss in five meetings

By Ray Sellock
ataff writer

was supposed to have been
Furmlngton Hllls Mercy's year In
volleyball.

The Marlins had beaten two-time
defending state champlon Livonla
Ladywood four times during the sca-
son and were the odds-on favorlte to
get to the atate final thia year,

Unfortunately for Merey, Its good
fortune in matches with the Blazers

‘I don’t think the four
matches we won (over
Ladywood) came into
play here today. When
you get to the state
tournament, those
things don’t matter.”
— Tim DeBeliso
Mercy volleyball coach

explred in the Class A
Saturday morning at Nazarcth Col-
lege in Kalamazoo.

‘The No, 2-rated Marllns, who had
last beaten Ladywood to win the
Catholie League championship, were
upset by the Blazers 1510, 12-15, 15-

17.

“We enjoyed a great season,” Mer-
cy coach Tim DeBellso sald. “It's
just too bad we couldn’t have won
our match with Ladywood. Thls
team has a lot of heart, and that was
evident by today's comeback i the
third game.”

MERCY, WHICH {inlshed 55-6 and
broke the school record (51) for wins
in one season, carried the momen-
tum of the firat game,

The Marllns wasted little time In

the second game and jumped to a
quick 7-3 Jead, but Ladywood ran off
seven consecutive polnts to take a
10-7 advantage and eventually win
the game.
"I was real pleased with the way we
fought back to win that sccond
game,” Ladywood coach Tom
Teeters sald. “It tells you about the
type of team we have. This team has
a tremendous fortitude.”

The Blazers’ momentum from the
second game carried over to the fi-
nale, and they took a quick 11-3 tead.

No title for Ladywood this year

By Ray Setlock
staff writer

Livonia Ladywood made it to the Class A vol-
leyball final for the third consecutlve year Satur-
day, but the Blazers didn't have reason to cele-
brate thls time.

Ladywood walked away with state champlon-
ships the last two years, but the 1990 crown bo-
longs to East Kentwood, which defeated the
Blazers two games to none at Kalamazoe Centra)
lﬁgh School and claimed its first state champion-
ahip.

“This is a great win" sald East Kentswood
coach Bud Cole following the Falcons' 1510, 15-6
victory. “We play a lot of tough teams throughout
the scason, but Ladywood was one of the
toughest.”

The Blarers (49-12-2) established themselves
early in the first game, taking a 5-2 lead, But La-
dywood's momentum was short-lived, as East
Kentwood rallled to tle the score at seven.

‘The remalnder of the game was controlled by
the Falcons, who took leads of 11-8 and 12-10 be-
fore ll.uilhlngull the Blarers,

“I WAS woerrled during that first game,” Cole
safd. “But that's my job. We didn’t play to our
capabilities.”

Ladywood coach Tom Teeters was pleased with
hls team’s performance in the opening game.

I think we had them thinking after that first
game,” Teeters sald. "It's too bad we couldn't
have continued our roll, but East Kentwood is just
100 tough a team.”

The Falcons displayed thelr talent in the second
game, dominating play mere than In the first
opener.

East Keatwood finishes the scason with a
record of 75.1-1, the most wins by a volleyball
team in the school’s history, shattering the old
mark of 70,

“They proved that they are the best team in the
lsln(e," Teeters sald. “They have a ot of good ath-
etes.””

SENIOR MIDDLE hitter Amy Westhouse led
East Kentwood with 10 kills and also had eight
digs, Teri Wilholt posted nine digs to lead the
winners defenslvely.

Senlor Karl Domansk} guided the Blazers with

13 kills and seven digs. She had an attack pereent-
ageof

“Karl Domanski was ummppab]e " Teeters
sald. “We go to her whenever we can."

As a team, Ladywood had 21 digs, while the
winners had $8. Senlor hitter April Oswald
recorded four service aces to lead East Kent-
wood. Ladywood, as a team, tallied just three ser-
vice aces. Kentwood had seven team blocks, the
Blazers one.

“Kentwood did al} the things they necded to do
to win,” Teeters said. “They played their type of
game tonight."

In Friday's quarterfinals, Ladywood defeated
Sterling Helghts Stevenson 15-12, 10-15, 15-9.

Domanski recarded 12 kills to lead the Blazers.
Senlor Evette Sluder led Stevenson with 16 kills,
Junjor Denlse Walsh bad 22 digs.

ON SATURDAY mornlng, Ladywood faced
Catholic League champlon Farmington Hills Mer-
cy in the semifials, and the Blazers, who had lost
four previous matches to the Marlins this year,
had thelr revenge, 10-15, 15-12, 17-15.

Mercy, however, managed to re-
bound and cut the deflcit to 11-10,

Ladywood's Kari Domanski then
made three consecutive kills to glve
the Blazers a 14-10 advantage,

The Marllns answered with flve
straight kills of thelr own to take a
15-14 Jead,

BUT LADYWOOD scored three
points on a service ace by Peggy
Knlttel and kills by Domanski and
Rebecea Willey to win the match.

“It was a team effort, but I was
particularly pleased with Doman.
ski,” Teeters said. “She played an
excellent game. She's a hard work-

"

Domanskl, a senlor, led Lady-
wood’s offense with 16 kills. Knlttel
a senior hitter, had 13. Janlce Konc-
zal and Julle Wilson were the lead-
crs on defense for the Blazers.

“Give Ladywood credit; they
played well,” DeBellso said, “This
was & typical, hard-fought, state
semifinal match.”

DeBellso dldn't think Mercy's pre-
vlous dominance In the series with

Mercy’s luck runs

out against Blazers

the Blazers thls year was a factor
Saturday.

“1don't think the four matches we
won came into play here today,” he
sald. “When you get to the state tour-
nament, those things don’t matter.”

ANDREA VELTHOVEN recorded
15 kllis [n a losing cause for the Mar-
Uns. Jeantfer Goff added 14.

“We played well In the flrst game
and carly In the second game,” De-
Beltso sald, “It was just a tough day.
1 thought all the kids played well.

“Good team unity has been our
emphasis all season. We win as a
team and lose as a team, It's unfor-
tunate that today we lost.”

Teeters said Mercy deserves a lot
of credlt for the tough match It
played.

“Mercy was tough, and they, by no
means, made It easy for us,” he sald.
“We had to work for everything we
got. That also is a credit to our girls.
We beat a goed team today.”

In getting to Saturday's semifi-
nals, the Marlins defeated Wayne
Memerial 2-1 in the quarterflnals on
Friday,

MERCY WON the first game 15-
11 but lost the sccond 15-13, The
Marlins found the right chemistry in
the final game and overwhelmed the
Zebras 15-.

“The girls rose to the occaslon In
the third game and did a nice job,"
DeBeliso safd. “It was a big win for

our team.”

Velthoven led Mercy with 18 klils,
and Goff added 16.

JIM JAGDFELD/91att photographer

Nikki Burns (left) and Lee Albrecht try to keep the ball alive
Soturday. Maureen Paulin {center) is ready it needed on the

play.

bserverland talent among state’s best

Adam Cook

Iﬁu clnn Van clnvo

Jay Helm JulianSell
Catholic Contral Salem

P

_‘_

By Blll Parker
statf wiitor

ED BY two-tme defending
Class A state champlon Jay
Helm, the 1990 All-Area
wrestling team is stacked

higher than the rafters at Kellogg
Arena with talent.

Seven of the 12 wrestlers gracing
the team quallfled for the Class A
state meet at Kellogg Arena, The re-
maining five wrestlers, although
Izcking in state meet experience this
year, complled impressive enough
statistles over the course of the sea-
son to LIt them to [lrst team honors.

In all, the first team is made up of
one atate champlon, three third-
place state {inishers and six league
champlons, On the average, firat-
team members won 82 percent of
thelr matches. The combined scason
record of all 13 wrestlers is 452-88-1,

The following Is & brief profile of
each first-team member as selected
by & panel of Observerland coaches:

ALL-AREA FIRST TEAM *

Dnn Vooghan, Wayne Memorlal,
eavywelght: Vavghn, a senlor, com:
Flledli&!?rtcmﬂ

placed second at the Belle-
vllla lnvillllnml, third at the COC Invita-
Uona), third at {ho Westland Jobn Glenn

Invitatiooal and third In the Wolvetino A __

dldn't do much hls first year, Ho has reals

1y coma on the past two scasoes. He led
the team in plas with 13, and total polats
with 135, and was second oo (he team tn
takedowns wiih 37,

Dan lloru Gln!ea o 10!
pounds: H l&' foreed t::’ %

together a solld 18-7 persocal
won tho ord Thurslon lnvlhllmll
and ﬂnh.bednmnd In tha Northwest Sub-
mmmh n!leﬂnt an

lnlury M n!l {n tho flnale
dc!uledl.nlumduhlnd l!olhh 18
victoties were by pln. His career record
stands at 43-18,

“Dan, unfottunately, spent moch of the
h injuries.” sald GC

wmm»mm-mumm

lnl m.u ly,Wulledhhcmn
wphya ', Wrapped o]
v

record, puhe
m-u. Murphym the Cllo, John Olenn,
riston and South Lyon luvluuoull
cblm plocahips, was the Western Lakes
socond year in a

's secret
bax l.crrtﬂc llb.lellc shility and bas a
great lo excell” 3ald Ceatral
coach cul McBride. “He worked hard
ard dedicated himsell, He was a ludet
by example.”

an Carviere, Livonia Stevenson,

llﬁ‘hmumnanﬂunpawupm

so6al record, Carziere, & junlor, flnlshed
second In the Western Lakes Acitivites
Assochation and fourth In the distriet
tournament. Ho la a two-lUime regional
qualifier and boasts a 83-23-1 career
record.

“Ryu: lsa hrdwwkulndlludcrol
Bem“m mwmmc

ohhdﬂ
wmmdhmmuwwlum -clags*

Usued hard work, the 1900-91 season wilt
e hly year,”

Ken Stopa, Plymosth Salem, 125:
Stopa bay only wrestled for two 'yun.
btut owns an Impresiive 62-31 carcer

|

tecord. This year, the senlor grappler

year oa be would have been & real good”
wrestler, We will mims him.” .

Jullan Sell, Plymoui-\ Sdem. ISD'
Sell, & senior, lmproved his

Actlvitles Assoclati p and also
woa Individual cham) atboth the.
Pl th Salem Park {gvi.
tationals. Sell placed secood at Lhe dls-.

et t and iod for tha:
Clags A state meet wi! [{

Ington, 135: Van Cleave, & senlor,
recorded 19 complling a 33-13

" Ploass tum to Page 3. |
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