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. FEAR & LOAFING

Cable
manners

If you thought the delay of the
baseball season was big news, listen
{o this flash: The end of the world
has just been pastponed.

With the recent thaw on the Cold
War, the Intcrnationn) Coalltion of
Atomlc Sclentlsts and Beer Tasters
A-Go-Go has moved the hands of the
offlelal Doomsday Clock backwards
from 11:56 p.m. to 11:50 p.m.

Now that we're 10 reassuring min-

. utes away from Armageddon, nucle-

+ ar annihilation has been replaced as

o the “Most Disruptive Household
Event" by a new threat. Of course,
the awful event I'm taking about Is
free Cable Movie Preview Week,

.~ Granted there was a time back In
- my college days when staring at o

serambled TV signal would have
been considered cntertaining. But
+ Intely, seelng the jumbled patterns
makes me Insattably corlous; What
important cultural event am I miss-
ing? A trlumph of the human spirit?
A breakthrough in cognitlve science?

. Frontal nudity?
The concept behind preview week
is simple: Twice a year the cable

p Usp
channels and lets non-subscribers
sample a typical week of program-
ming . (To call this julced-up sched.

. ule a3 “typieat” is ltke calling Don-

ald Trump an “average wage carn-
er.' The teaser lineup is staked with
ringers like Tom Crulse and Bette
Midier. The actual schedule Is more
likely to feature three hours of Yoko
Ono bleating Jtke a goat.)

THEORETICALLY, once you see
what you've been missing by wasting
tlme reading, conversing and sleep-
ing, you'll dash to the phone and sign
vp but qulck!

To further encourage you, the
telethon's host (handpleked for his
agoraphobia) gently explains the
hazards of going out to the movies:

“Suppose someone wires explo-
sives {0 your ignition switch? Is
the big screen ambience worth
being vaporized by a pipe bomb?
Is the smell of popcorn worth
being eremated alive in a blazing
head-on crash with a tanker
truck?

“Remember, with cable you
stay safely locked in your own
home, Not to sound negative, but
the theatre is just the kind of

STREET SENSE

Kari Nilsson

place where your car could be
stolen, your purse could be
snatched, and pou could bve
pushed through a plate glass win-
dow — all in one night! Worse yet,
vou might have to usc the public
restroom.

“According to our research, the
average visit to the cinema gocs
something like this: First, you
stand in pouring rain. Next, you
Sind a seat — directly in front of

Smoking: Individual vs. society

Denr Barbara,

T am sick of hearlog all of the neg-
ative bralawashiog for clgarettes. Is
there anyone on this planet who
doesn't know that clgaretles are
barmful, So, enough zlready,

If you haven't already guessed, 1
am a smoker. [ assume I wlll quit
someday, but [ am vol ready to right
naw, I wish the rest of the world
would leave me be,

Who pays for all the propaganda
asy how? I sure bope that I am not
paylog for it indirectly, That would
cOTAZE Me even more,

Not Yet Able to Quit

Dear Not Yet Able to Quit,

The lssue that you raisc [s import-
ant in every communlty. It is that of
the indlvidual versus soclety. As
with many issues, it Is a true dllem-
ma, That is, there is no real answer
to it. Both sides have valld positlons.

Slnce (lhc advent of aggresslve

tl-smok

B

three fun.loving hid-
ing from a police manhunt. Crazy
number one swaps shoes with
pour wife. Number two kicks your
seat in time with the music.
Number three firves his pistol into
the air whenever somcone on
sereen mentions Niagra Falls,

“You lean back just long
enough to attract kead lice when,
suddenly, hunger strikes. Stum.
bling to the concession stand, you
shell out §7.50 for staie Mitk Duds,
When you return, the Detroit Pis-
tons’ starting lineup is sitting in
Sfront of you.

“ARRIVING HOME, caxhausted
and broke, you discover your ba-
bysitter and Daniel Ortega, clad
only is moon boots and lobster
bibs, dancing fairly authentic
tambada on the coffce table.

“Call now to avoid this neediess
tragedy. After ail, would you
rather be glued to the tube or
plued to the sticky floor of a the-
ater?”

How was this persuasive telethon
technique perfected? A group of 40
adults who use sllverware was asked
to view a movie channel preview
week under laboratery conditlons.
The transition from couch potato to
braln dead was carefully monitored.

The results were conclusive: After
five nights of watching Howlingly
Funny Blg Name Movic Greats, a
viewer's braln undergoes a serles of
unexplalned contractions unthl it fi-
nally shrinks to the slze of a cough
drop. At this polnt, they are unable
to pinpolnt their current address be-
yond which planet they live on,

All of which makes them the per-
fect candidates for a costly upgrade
to a premlum channcl. The onily
problem Is they can no longer dial
the toll-free number.

‘Don Cherry is Mr.

Continued from Paga 1

dian cable, he's featured in a Nlke
commercial, lalks hockey Tuesday
mornings on WLLZ-FM and writes 2
column in the Warren-based “Sports
Fan's Journal.”

And yeah, he owns a restaurant
where the food is good, If you don't
mind watching videos of Bob Pro-
bert busting someone's face on TV
whlle eatlng. Service [s quicker than
Stevle Yzerman on'a breakaway.

THE WALLS are decorated with
countless hockey photos and memor-
abilla. Some patrens walk around In
Maple Leaf jerseys, making one
wonder If he should stand up and
whistle “O' Canada" before eatlng.

OK, so where's “Grapes?” Three
hours later, we spot the cult hero of
hockey fans sltting at a table with a
pltcher of beer. We move In to fore-

check.

A group ushers Cherry over to
take his photo. He poses with his
thumb up while we hold the flash,
More people line up to get his auto-
graph.

Although in his 50s, Cherry adroit-
ly weaves through traffle, ducks
around the corner and appears to be
home free.

Suddenly, he pulta up short.

“Excuse me,” he said, veering off
to the downstairs restroom.

Cherry re-emerges. He ushers us
through the kitchen to an office,

“I've got to fIx that plcture on the
screcn and gotta clean up that bath.
room," he sald, sitting down at the
table. “I put out fires wherever [
g

many Indi-

vlduals have stated seatiments like
yours. David Newman, the WXYT
morning show host, recently com-
plained of feeling harassed by anti-
smoking messages.

Nickie McWhirter In a recent col-
umn sald “unwanted health advice
makes me slck.” She quoted author/
Journalist Fran Liebowitz as saying,
“Smokling s the whole reason for
being grown up."

Ail of you have a point. The issue
is not as clear as It scems to be to
the anti-smoking brigade.

The Issue of sulclde can be com-
pared. in many rellgions, sulclde ls
considered to be a sln and the bodles
are buricd separate from others.
Possible suicides are hospltallzed so

astobep from 3
On the other hand, sulelde in Asian
cultures was, and may stlll be, con-
sidered an honorable way to die. In
Asian cultures, smioking is not con-
sldered a social evil, but is accepted

Barbara Schitf

as a person’s individual choice.
The other side of thls jssue is the
socletal view. Smoking cosls each

taxpayer $221 a year. That is, bolh
nen-smokers and smokers are pay-
ing for the illness, abseniceism and
toss of productivity caused by smok-
Ing.

Your smoking hablt has been at
least partially Influenced by the pos.
Itlve “bralnwashing™ that the eiga-
rette companies have promulgated.
Negative persuaslon Is needed mere-
ly to counteract it. Your taxes are
paying for this through the Michigan
Department of Health.

As a “bleeding heart,” T hope you
will decide to quit "for your own
good," But there are many indjvidu.
alists that would opt for you to live
your llfe as you see fit.

Barhara

If you have a question or a
comment for Burbara Schiff, o
trained  therapist and  experi.
enced counselor, to Street Sense,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia 481560.

Private eyes: They’re watching you

Continued from Pago 1

network In hopes of finding missing
people — to which Kearns boasts an
80 pereent success rate,

Somctlmes the simplest methods
of gathering Informatlon Is best,
though. Like the time Kearns and
one of hls agents sat next to two un-
detected corporate thleves In a res-
tasrant, and overheard their plans to
blIk thelr company out of thousands
of dollars,

STILL, COMPUTERS are a large
part of the business.

The connection to worldwide
sources Is touted in Kearns’ advertis.
Ing brochure, along with The Phoe-
nlx Group’s affiliation to former npa-
tlonal Intelligence (CIA) offlcers and
various local and state law enforce-
ment sources,

All thls sounds impressive and
adds to the image that “‘we're not the
ordinary investigatlve agency,” said
Kearns.

“We're unique,” he sald. “We han.
dle exotic people with wierder prob-

Then perhaps it shouldn't be a
surprlse to learn the group handles
terrorist complaints, as the brochure
clalms.

“Not necessarily Germans or Ar-
abs in ski masks,” Kearns explained,
“But more like employees who have
been fired who call up and say 'I'm
golng to beat your ass,” "

He gets two or three such terrorist
Jobs a year.

Hockey

Don Cherry's is at 531 Pelis-
siernear the corner of Wyan-
dotte, Windsor. For information,
call (519) 256-3667. Cherry will be

there Wednesday, March 24,
along WLLZ's “The Morning
Crew.”

Heard from Grapevine

Continued from Paga 1

think of is Jacques (Demers) coached
Federko before, I never ltked Feder-
ko before when he played with St.
Louis.”

Favorites
playoffs: .
“Flve ar 10 years ago, you always

in the Stanley Cup

Ilke (Russ) Courtnall have grown a
fool.”

European influence on the NHL:

“It shows they're (NHL) progres-.
sive. You don’t have them for hitting,
do you? You don't have them for
fightlng, do you? You have them to
seore, tight? You know how many
Europeans are In the top 20 scorlng?
One, (Ed Oller Jari) Kurrl. So

could say it was or the
Islanders. Anyone who says they
know who's going to win the Stanley
Cup is tylng. There are 10 teams who
could win the Stanley Cup. Calgary
looks like they're getting into the
groove, Don't count out the Bruins. [
wish they had a blg scorer, a sniper
who could get 50 goals. Montreal,
ever since they got (tough guys Todd)
Ewen and (Steve) Martinson in, guys

wha‘l do you have them for?"

Five best fighters In the NHL:
“Probert, no doubt, when he's
back. (Jocy) Kocur right behind,
there's a lot of good oncs. {Jay) Mil-
ler's got to be up there and so does
{Sean) Cronin *The Barbarian.’ Ewen
Is pretty good, too, I could go on and
a::. There's plenty of good ones out
ere.”

‘Daisy’ outshines competition

Cantinued trom Page 1

lure and — original for

brates the strength of human cour-
age and Includes 50 mony talented
performances doesn't hurt its chane-
escither,

! THAT BRINGS us to the top two,

“Dead Poet's Soclety” with four.

nominations and “Driving Miss Dai-

8y, leading the field with nine, ANl

| those nominations may be a clue to

;. academy members’ thinking. What
1" ‘other factors are at play here?

th fllms were out of the maln-

. stream in subject and productlon

th

Both w
successes at the bax office, Analys-
g the ‘nominations| they! refelved
ows liow well regarded they were

by the academy. A)l Your “Dead
" Poet's Soclety”|nom|nationis were in

majoy catégorfes, while. “Driving

Miss Dalsy} recelved Jlve major and

four ralnor 8 'l

.~Both Ilorbm ple-

R N

“Dead Poet's Soclety” and adapted
for “Driving Miss Daisy.” The latter
also recelved nominations for best
actress and supporting actor, while
the former got the nod for best df-
rector. All In all, they're pretty cven
In the major categories,

The four miner nominations
“Driving Miss Dalsy” reccived —
art direction, makeup, costume de-
aign and fllm edlting ~ particularly
the {first three, are significant.,

BUT THERE'S more to number
one then how it looks. How does the
winner make people feel? Winning
{lims are upbeat In the sense that
they leave audiences enriched with
paositive feellngs.

As a matter of fact,'both "Dead
Poet's Soclety" and “Driving Miss
Dalsy” were succesaful because they
avolded the mundane, drippy and ob-
vious and celebrated the very best of
human courage, tenacity and that

!

spirit which exalts our sense of life,

But there is an important differ-
ence in the way these twe films
achleve those objectlves, Like Greek
tragedy, "Dead Poet's Soclety” enno-
bles its particlpants as they learn
and understand the meaning of life
through the implications of a tragle
event that haa touched their llves
and ours as well.

While this is an age old and effec-
tlve dramatlc pattern, "“Driving Mlss
Daisy” horors life in a happler way.
‘The growth of the centrat characters
~— Miss Dalsy and her chautfeur,
Hoke — cclebrates life by llving and
maturing.

The subtle but important distine-
tlon tips the acales in faver of “Driv-
ing Miss Dalsy.”

The computation is clear. The
1990 best picture is “Driving Miss
Dalsy.”

However, Kears reaps more em-
ployment from corporate takeover
attempts.

Four years ago Kearns and a sur-
velllance expert from Washington,
D.C., practically lived In two bulld-
ings owned by a Detroit corporation,
trylng to sniff oul bugs and taps
theoretically planted by takeover
gurus.

The investigators checked the
company's private jets and covered
every surface of headquarters with
npproximately $70,000 in surveil-
lance detectlon equipment.

In the end. nothlng was found, “al-
though I got more gray hairs on that
asslgment than any other,” said
Kearns, who netted approximately
$30,000 for the job,

OF KEARNS' Yellow Pages ad
saying “rooms and telephones
checked for bugs and taps,” he s
careful to point out the word
checked, The ad draws at least 10
calis a week, but by people wanting
Kearns to implement taps, not de-
tect them,

Bugging and wirctapping have
been felonles since 1968 and are pun-
Ishible by up to 10 years in jail. Any
detectives caught in the act would
assuredly lose their licenses, Kearns

ghast that [
o one could
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While Kearns conducts
much of his research
by leating through
phone books and
directories, a
computer sitting amid
piles of paper on his
desk is his most
invaluable tool. That’s
how he tracked down
the three missing
children.

pay me enough money to take that
Tisk."

Other calls he prefers not to get
are requests from men — and there
have been 2 number — who wint
women's underwear tested for
sperm — presumably not theirs,

T have the labs that will do it, but
I'don't like to do that sort of thing,”
he said.

Still, the domestic scene does pro-
vlde its fair share of job opportuni-
ties. Kearns is frequently asked to do
werk in chlld custody cases, by per-
haps following a parent’s comings
and goings for evidence that he or
she may be unfit.

Then there is the 1ypical job boe is
asked to do during the holiday sca-
son.

“Around Christmas everyone
wants to find an old girtfriend or
boyfriend — but they all want to do
it for $25," he said. The job actually
wosts $300.

Kearns was stil] absently squeez-
ing the blue putty, when he was
asked why he does so,

“Tension bullds up when you're
dealing with everyone else’s prob-
lems."
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