TV2's Murray Feldman
sinks his roots in Hills
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owntown

Downtown Farmington will re-emphasize its place
on the map Wednesday, March 21, when the area cele-
brates Downtown Day — a first ever event to salute a
downtown area for the sake of belng a downtown.

The event’s host, the Farmington Downtown Devel
opment Authority (DDA), invites the area’s supporters
to join In the celebration by coming to a lunch as
unlque as the downtown — a 500-foot-long hot dog
cookout held right on the sidewalks of the downtown.

Beginning at noon, the free cookout will take place
at the northeast corner of Downtown Farmington’s an-
chor intersection of Grand River Avenue and Farming-
ton Road. The hot dog will streich nearly one-tenth of a
mile at this site,

“The Intent of Downtown Day Is to give the area's
fans a chance to show their support for the downtown
and thelr commitment to Its prescrvation and develop-
ment," sald Wendy Strlp Sittsamer, DDA executlve di-
rector. “We hope that other downtewn arcas in the
country will follow our lead and hosts thelr own Down.
town Days,”

TO SPREAD the word natlonally about Downtown
Day, the DDA has submitted the cvent to be Included In
the 1891 Chase's Annual Events, an anaual reference
guide that Includes listings of holldays, spectal events
and observances from around the world. The DDA
plans to celebrate Downtown Day annually.

Uslng grills, Dx F [
taurateurs wlll undertake the overwhelming feat of
preparing the Vienna Beef hot dog for the hungry
crowd. Nearly 3¢ people will be needed to cook and
remove 1he hot dog from the grills and place it in its
“bed of buns.” The restaurateurs will help serve Pepsl-
Cola beverages and condiments.

“The hog dog will be cooked In three shifts without
ever severing the 500-fool length,” sald Strip
Sittsamer. “We will not actually cut the dog untll the
officlal ceremony is held at noon."

Michigan business ombudsman Dick Allan wlll have
the honor of cuttlng the first link and opening the
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will be first of a kind

‘The intent of Downtown Day is to
give the area’s fans a chance lo
show their support for the
downtown and their commitment
to /s preservation and
development.’

- Wendy Strip Sittsamer

event's festivitles. In addition, other activities will in-
clude: three shifts of cooking by the restauratcurs and
assorted honorary chefs; three shifts of “bed of bun®
set up handled by Betty Jean Awrey, Awrey Bakeries
vice president of publle relations; a hot dog eating con-
test “T Ate — Feet of Hot Dog:" and a calliope provid-
ed by the D Busincss A iati

THERE WILL also be announcement of the “1.D.
(Identlfy Downtown) Contest” winners. Sponsored by
the DDA and the Farmington Observer, the “1.D. Con-
test” challenges entrants to ldentlfy photographs of the
specific parts of downtown hulldings.

The “top of the town™ prizes are as follows: first
prize, a weck’s use of a Lincoln Town Car, Mator
Trend's Car of the Year, courtesy of Bob Dusseau Lin-
coln Mercury; second prize, the chance to palnt the
town (or just your home) with paint and home improve-
ment items valued at $200 from Damman Hardware In
downtown Farmingten; third prlze, the sounds of Mo-
town on (lve compact discs from Harmony House
Records & Tapes in downtown Farmington. The con-
test deadllne is Monday, March 19 at 5 p.m.

A raln date for Downtown Day has been set for the
following day, Thursday, March 22. For more informa-
tion, call the DDA offlce at £73-7276.

Debby Crittenden of Farmington Hills (left)
brought her Dachshunds 1o downtown Farm-
ington Thursday 1o help promote Downtown
Day this week. Owners and managers of local
businesses also gathered to rehearse cooking
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a 500-foot-long hot dog. From left are Maureen
Kane of Sweet Connections, Jerry Berger of -
Oagwood’s Dell, Michael Glanzrock of Mot
Dawg! . . . & More and Eileen Kosidlo of Mar-
co's.
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broadcast job was at age 14 at a ra-
dlo station, I bet 1 learned 80 percent
of what I saw, That was good and
bad, 1 saw people make big mls-
takes. That can be the best teacher,
“1 also tearned what I wanted out
of life. And that Is to be a good, hard
worker. There's a lot of people who
may not have the background and
are just readers.”

FELDMAN RAN a onc-man news-
room at WNYS-TV in Syracuse for
one year when he worked as o week-
cnd anchor/reporter,

It was there he faced his worst TV
catastrophe: *1 was worklng all
alone. It was my flrst weckend on
the job and all of the film was lost in
the processor, It was the whole show.
There were no reports, nothing,"

Wire copy got him through. Noth-
Ing rattles him now, he sald, “Over
the years, I went from general as-
slgnment reporter, to anchor, to live
reparter, writer and producer, cov-
cred polities and in-depth lssues.”

Homeowner
seminar set

Misunderstandings about
decks, swimming pools, alr condi-
tioners, radlo towers and home
occupations will be among the
toples of a seminar In May for
Farmington Hills homeowner as-
soctations.

“A great many homcowners
don't understand the issues that
most dircctly affect them in thelr
nelghborhoods,” sald city council-
man Lawrence Lichtman, who
suggested the semlnar. “1 think
(hls is something that could be
overdue.”

The 1-1%-hour seminar would
be presented by city allorney
Pau!J Bibeau with the zoning
board of appeals on hand to an-
swer questions,

Many homeowners don't real-
ize the city does not enforce deed
restrictions or subdivislon by-
laws. They also don't realize that
it is possible for a zoning ordl-
nance to allow somelhing that’s
not permitted under deed reatric-
tions or subdlvision by-laws,
Litchtman said.

The seminar is expected to be
videataped for future vieslng.

He even dld restaurant reviews.
When Feldman and wife, Marla, a

part-time Livenia Publlc Schools
learning speclalist, declded to starta
famlly, they decided to establlsh tles
In Farmington Hills,

“We looked other places because
job offers had come, and we reallzed
that we fust couldn’t leave the area
because we couldn’t duplicate what
we had here."

They have two children, Katie, 7, a
second grader at Wooddale Elemen-
tary, and Robbie, 5, who attends
Falrview Early Chlldhood Center.

LIKE OTIIER parents, he helps to
get the children off to schooal in the
mornlng and drills his daughter on
her spelling words,

In an office Feldman shares with
anchor Joe Glover, he displayed
some of the more unusual products
he has come across as a business edl-
tor ~ such as a Russlan Pepsi bottle
and a white plastic angel supposedly
imbued with the power to find park-
Ing spaces.

Man to stand trial
in tot assault case
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He said he “didn’t {lnd anything
presented at exam, by virtue of the
governmenl’s stand,” that caused
him to believe his client is guilty of

. “any mistreatment of Joshua what-

soever.” .
Kosmala earller told the Observ-
bhorred that

AS A result of Feldman's 1989 se-
ries, “Does Your Job Make You
Sick?" many people contacted the
federal government about thelr
work place.

In March 1981, he put together a
series of reports taped Inside a burn-
ing housc during a Washtenaw Coun-
ty Fire Department practice buen,
demonstrating how to escape it a
house catches fire.

It was the first such Journalistic
endeavor In the natlon and Feld.
man’s [dea.

“Even though we were all sulted
up, 1 stlll got scorched. There's no
wny a first-timer could get out easi-
iy

Feldman has twlce traveled to the
White House. He was one of a select
group of joeurnallsts, buslness editors
and cconomlc representatives Invit
ed to talk with President Ronald
Reagan and cabinet members about
the economic state of the nation. In
1976, he also met with President
Gerald Ford.

well as his left arm and shoulder. He
also had broken blood vesscls in the
left car, He was unconscious and be-
gan having scizures, Farmington
Hitls police sald, .

The attending physicians deter-
mined the most serious Injury was a
life-threatening Internal head injury.

§:15 pm. Feb, 8, Joshua was

er, "We're
Mr, Dring has been charged In (his
case”

At a prellminary exam, a judge
determines If there's probable cause
to belleve that a crime has been
commilted and that the suspect com-
mitted it

* Nelther Polsson nor assistant pro-
secutor Margaret Thomas would dls-
cuss Lhelr evidence, But Thomas did
say: “The judge felt It was necessary
fur tho defendant to go 1o trial after
hearing the evidence .

“A person i3 présumed innocent
unlll vaen gullty beyond a reason-
able doubt — that's our next hurdle,”
Palsson sald.

WHEN COMMUNITY EMS
paramedics brought him to the Bots-
ford General Hespltal ‘emergency
room at 3 pm. Feb. 8, Joshua had
neck bruises along tho jawline as

to Children's Hespital,
police said.

“We deny the bruiscs were the re-
sult of any striking or hitting,” Kos.
mala told the Observer March 2,
“They were the result of the baby
having been dropped accidentally,”

Dring accldentally dropped
Joshua from shoulder height while
plcking him up after lying klm on a
bed 30 he could play with him for a
{ew moments, Kosmala sald, Dring
had moved the 25-pound baby to the
bed in an effort to comfort him after
he awoke, crying, In another room,
Kosmala sald. .

““The baby lurched backwards and
{ell to the carpeted cement floor,” he

sald.
"My Investigation would reveal

that everything is with

THE CHARM OF BEATRIX POTTER

Beatrix Potter chsiacters come to life for your children ’

each time they share @ meal! Royal Doulton brings
you 8 child’s place setting made of bone china

with favored Beatsix Potter characters n;enring tha pieces.

J-pieca set, $36. Upcoming area store events:
" Rochester: Thursday & Fridey, 45 pim.,

March 22 & 23, Meet Poter Rabbit! Have 2
complimentary picture taken with him!
Livonia: Friday, March 23, 7.8 am. &

Saturday, March 24, 2-3 pm, Story hour with Peter Rabbit,

Mske your own rabbit ears to match his!

Birmingham: Saturdey, March 24 Picturas with Peter Rabbit,

- Jacobson's

having ‘happened exactly as Mr.
D;:n:s said it happened,” Kosmala
added.

Wo welcoma Jacobson's Charge, MasterCord®and VISAT

Shop until @ pm. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 pm. on Monday, Tuasday, Wednosday and Sclurdly;




