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Tuesday night Barbara Everitt
Bryant will be a far cry from her
former Oakland County lifestyle. She
wlll be eounting the homeless on the
strects of New York City.

“I think the lcader of the troops
has to be out there,” the new direc.
tor of the U.S, Bureau of the Census
said during an interview carlier this
month.

A sllver-halred, sparkling blue-
cyed grandmnlhcr of five, Bryant
lived and ralsed her theee chlldren In
Birmingham and Bloomflcld Town-
ship from 1956-78. Appolnied by
President Bush in December, she is
the 37th director of the census bu-
reau — and the first woman.

She was In Detrolt recently to mo-
bilize the medla for the “Complete
Count™ campaign designed to get
every possible person across the
Unlted States counted as of April 1.
Part of that campaign is the Tues-
day-Wednesday effort to include the
nation's street homeless.

“We've always counted people tn
transicnt housing (i.e. sheliers,) she
said. “This s the first time we've
done streets and abandened build-
Ings."

AN ACCURATE count is import-
ant financlally and politically she
said, particularly to Detrolt, which
hopes to maintain its 1 million popu-
tation.

“Oakland County should gain po-
litical power,” Bryant says. “And

Although she moved to Ann Arbor

lherc are definite spots in Wayne
Count; in the fate 70's, she has maintained
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NOW, SHE HAS an even longer
commute. She has a town house in

“We're golng to see u Iul ol change
in Oakland County, more ecthnte
diveslty due to the outmigration of
minarltics from Detrolt,

“An army Is out there to bring in
those questionnalres,” she sald,
stressing that confldentiallty is guar-
anteed, “We expeet to learn about
the Detroit suburbs, but your indlvid-
ual name won't be connected with
the data,” she promlsed.

Bryant calls her appolntment
“going to the mountain top” after 25
years in survey rescarch. She was
most recently senlor vice president
for Market Opinton Research in De-
trolt, onc of the natien’s Jargest mar-
keting rescarch companics.

Coincidentally, one of her last
projects before golng to Washington
D.C. was writlng the proposal for the
Jewish Welfare Federatlon report on
metropolitan Detroit's Jewlsh popu-
lation released the day she was In
town to kick off the census cam-
palgn.

BRYANT'S RISE to the top of her
field started “on the day my young-
est chlld went inte first grade” and
she took a job In publle relatlons at
Oakland Unlversity in Rochester.

Holder of a bachelor of aris in
physles from Cornell University, she
then went back to school {o carn a
masters in Journallsm and a doctor-
ate in communications, both from
Michlgan State Unlversity,

She was hired as a senlor analyst
for Market Opinlon Research in
1971, serving as senior vice presi-
dent for the last 12 years.

Alternatives to court

Molly Farward, executive director
of the new Settlement Center for
Qakland County, will speak about al-
ternative dispute resolutlon centers
at 7:30 p.m. Tucsday, Mareh 20, at
the Bloomitcld Tawnshlp Public Li-
brary.

ADRs, as they are becoming
known, are aliernatlve methods of
solving legal problems outslde the
courts,

They can be used in disputes be-
tween landlords and tenants, con-
sumers and merchants, nelghbors or
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citizen and government.

The program is free and open to
the public. For more Informatlon,
call the library at 642-5600.
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her  Oakland County friendships,
such as with Anne Rumsey of
Bloom{leld Tawnship whom she met
while both were active in the Blr-
mingham-Bloomf{leld League of
Women Voters.

tremely hard,” Rumsey sald in a
telephone interview Friday, “She'll  said.
be part of It.”

who was commuting to East Lansing
while her children were in school
how she managed It atl. "She told me
1t was very simple. They'd all get up
and have breakfast togetner, and go
off to schoa).
home, have dinner together and all
do their homework.

hand and family."

PR Sl

Washington D.C. while her husband,
John, remains in thelr Ann Arbor
home. He's adjunct research science
professor of electrical cngincering
and computer science at the Univer-
sty of Michlgan,
“} think this fady has worked ex- “We make it a real point of getting
together every weekend,” Bryant
Her travels to promate the consus
do occasionally put her in the same
city as her three chlldren: Linda
Bryant Valentine, a 1368 Seaholm
High School graduate, a Chicago at-
torney, Dr, Randa)l Bryant, a 1970
graduate of Seahelm, an assoclate
professor of computer science at
Carncgle Mellon Unjversity in Pitts.
burgh; and Lois Bryant, a 1973 grad-
uate of Kingswood, a textile designer
in New York City.

Humsey recalled asking Bryant

Then they'd come

“She had a very supportive hus-
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A former county resident, census dlreclor Barbara Everitt
Bryant campaigns for people to “Answer the census. It counts
for more than you think,"”
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