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Where was the public
at city study session?

—

APATHY IS back In vogue.

With every weapon In thelr verba)
arsenal, angry residents in February
cajoled the Farmington

Banner signs
Regulate but don’t bar them

Iy banner signs, let's not trample the
American tenet of {ree enterprise.

At the risk of sounding (heaven forbid?)
pro-business, we applaud the Farmington Hills
City Council members who voted to deny an or-
dinance amendment barring banner signs in any
zoning district,

We have no problem regulating such signs.
Mayor Jean Fox is right: “We're beginning to get

EN QUR quest to rid the cityscape of unsight-

At the risk of sounding (heaven
forbidl) pro-busi) , we appi.
the Farmington Hills City C: it
members who voted to deny an
ordinance amendment barring
banner signs in any zoning
district.

pretty tacky in a lot of neighborhoods.™
But as we see it, the proposed amendment
smacks of creeping overregulation, To say it

We have no problem regulating
such signs. . . But as we see il,

needs reworking ~- read thal to mean permitting the proposed amendment
limited use of such signs — is an undersiatement. P

It's easy to say, as Fox did, that she'd “never smacks of creeping
want to flaunt tny advertising in the face of com- overregulation.

munity standards.”

" But the proposal, frankly, is too restrictive in
one of the nation’s most fiercely compeltitive re-
gional marketplaces, particularly for smatl busi-
nesses, Barring banner use locally while it's per-
mitted in surrounding communitles puts Farm-
ington Hills merchants at a decided
disadvantage,

man Ben Marks, hit the bull's-eye in saying it
doesn't “provide an atmosphere and a climate of
good and fair business philosophies.”

WE URGE limiting city concern to the most
flagrant uses of banner signs — {o controlling
exeessive use.

Councilman Jon Grant, a_small businessman
himself, pointed out that bainers can play a key
role at grand openings, major promotions and
seasonal events.

The city would be wise to take up Farmington-
Farmington Hitls Chamber of Commerce exeeu-
tive director Jody Soronen's offer to help draft a
“‘more reasonable approach.”

Support and cooperation from the chamber
would mark a significant steide toward winning

pli from owners — make no
mistake about that. “Anti business” is one label
the cily doesn’t need.

Limiting use of banner signs, coupled with
stricter enforcement of existing sign regulations,
should stem the incipient blight Mayor Fox fears
without banning an effective advertising too) for
some businesses.

AS PROPOSED by the planning commission,
the amendment would bar use of any sign made
of fabric or paper or any other non-rigid materi-
al that’s not within an enclosed framework, ex-
cluding flags or government insignia.

Farminglon Hills-based Aco Hardware offers
a practical solution: treat banners as temporary
signs and permit them for specific time periods
by city permit only.

“This method of (emporary permit usage we
think would be more practical than having to go
through the zoning board of appeals process,
which would be very cumbersome and ti;
suming both on the cily's part and the applicant’s
part for a relatively minor item,” said vice pres-
ident David Gronbach.

Well put, Mr. Gronbach.

General restrictions on size and location of
banners also should be addressed.

‘The proposal's most outspoken critie, council-

Hills City Councl) to cower to thelr
demand to scrap a financlal study
committee In favor of public deliber-
atlons by the full elty council,

So, naturally, I stopped in my
tracks Tuesday night ~— the first of
many “councll of the whole” diseus-
slons on major flnancial Issucs —
when I found the councll chambers
50 emply that councll members'
volces echoed off the walls.

Those angry resldents who fust
last month appeared so concerncd
and pledged to see democracy func-
tion properly were no where to be
{found.

“Where arc all the complalners?”
1 blurted to the city council. They
giggled at my surprise when I real-
ized apathy was back in vogue.

PERHAPS IT was my mistake (o
assume I had to rush to council
chambers Tuesday night to assure
myself a seat amid a public interest.
cd in how their tax money would be
spent on what could amount to an es-
timated $30 mllllon in major com-
munlty needs: a larger main library,
more park land, rencwal of the {lve-

Bl

the public they so ardu-

, Joanne
Maliszewskl

ously demanded.

THOSE RESIDENTS would be
well served to questlon themselves
on whether they really belleved what
they were saying or were simply
providing their own brand of politl-
cal double talk batoge the three-

year-old parks and recrcatlon tax,
and a communlty and senfor adult
activitles center,

But I have to assume that the pub-
lle, partlcularly that group of angry
residents, s dlsinterested, desplte
their rousing interest last month,

Of course, the city council could
have prompted Interest and Envolve-
ment by cablecasting the two-hour
study sesslon, The council had no
problem cablecasting the angry Feb-
ruary mectings as a means of offset.
ting the media’s reporting of the be-
leaguered three-member commiltee.

The resldents had every right to
say what they did. They had cvery
right to demand publle deliberations
in place of three, lone members
studying issues privately, no matter
how convenicnt for the counctl.

Yet resldents’ words, however
noble, are the same old rhetoric un-
less residents are there to witness

member commltice.

Generally, it Is the elty council
that ts faced with malintaining Its
credibility with constituents. The ta-
bles are now turned. It is the publie,
or at least that group of angry resi-
dents, who are now wlthout crediblli-
t

yl\l the next great crisis In Farm-
ington Hills government, I will find
it more difficult to fault the city
councll If they take their constitu-
ents’ concerns less to heart,

Come on publle. You demanded
that all seven council members dis-
cuss those Important financlal issues
In public. Now they are. If you be-
lieved in anything you said in those
couple angry weeks In February,
stand up and be connted.

It's your communlty, your maney
and your cholce.

Joanne Maliszcwski is a staff
writer for the Farmington Ob-
server.

from our readers

Genocide —
remember it

To Lhe editor:

This letter is to urge your readers
to write President Bush and US.
Sen. Dole, R-Kan,, as well as thelr
lawmakers n the U.S. Congress, to
ask them to support the resolution
(SJ. Res. 212) Introduced by Dale
deslgnating April 24 as “Natfonal
Day of Remembrance of the 75th
Anniversary of the Armenlan Geno-
clde of 1915-1923"

The slaughter of Christian Ar-
menians in Sovlet Azerbaijan, which
Is shocking the world In the news to-
day, does not come s such a shock
1o people of A lan ancestry. The

© Your hometown voice ® Your hometown voice © Your hometov

Lindsey is & S-year-old diabetic. Her daily insulin shots,
dict sestrictions and constant blood monitaring only pro-
vide day-to-day tonlrol over the disease. They do not cure
it. So Lindsey, along with (1 million other Amesicans, still
faces the fongterm risks of diabetes — like heant disease,
blindness, stroke, amputation and kidney disease. The
complications of diabeles will account for an estimated
150,000 deaths this year slone.

But thanks to your contributions to the Juvenile Diabeles
Foundation, Lindsey and millions like her have something
mare 1o look forward ta. In the past decade, JOF research

has made greal sirides in isolating the causes and condi-
tions of diabeles, bringing us closer to a curv. At the same
time, diabeles increases by 6% every year. And in ten years
the number of diabetics will have doubled.
So you see, your help is
needed more desperately than
over before, For more infor-
mation on the warning signs
of diabetes and ils irealmienl,
and what you can do to help,
call |DF at (313) 569-6171,

JUVENILE DIADETES
FOUNDAT)!
INTERNATIONAL

+ Insulin can keep her alive,
long enough to have kidney failure.

S :
- Please vend your taa deductble donstions or
Juvenite Diabetes Fourdtion - Metro Detrot Chaptr # 29350 Southfeld Road, Suie 114 » Souihfeld, Michlgan 44076

fact that the genoclde of Armenians
has never been officlally recognlzed
by the Unlted States is probably the
reason for this.

In the late 19th century and to a
greater cxtent In 1915, there were,
perpetrated by the Turklsh govern-
ment and executed by Mostem Fun-
damentallsts, genocides of Armenl-
ans. The 1915 genocide took a toll of
1.5 million Armenians in Turkey,

An article appearing fn the sum-
mer 1989 Yale Unlversity Journal of
Iniernatlonal Law, “Genocide as a
prablem of natlonal and Internation-
al law; the World War 1 Armenian
case and lts contemporary legal
ramifications,” by Dr. Rouben Adali-
an, explains “. . . when a counlry
(llke Moslem Turkey) gocs unrecog-
nized for the act of committing geno~
clde {as to the Christlan Armenlans),
1t Is likely to happen agair It Is

happening again. The Azeris In Azer-
baljan are Turks.

In 1988, as a campaign promise, -~

Prestdent Bush wrote, “The Bush ad-
minlstratlon will never allow palitl-
cal pressures to prevent our denunel-
atlon of crimes agalnst humanity,
‘The Unlted States must acknowledge
the attempted genocide of the Ar-
menlan people in the last years of
the Ottoman Empire, based on the
testlmony of survivers, scholars and
indeed our own representatives at
the time, if we are to ensure that
such horrors are not repeated.”

r

Desplte hls campalgn promises, -

President Bush Is now not 5o suppor-
tive of SJ. Res. 212,

Recognition of the 1915 genoclde
of Armenians by the U.S. can help
protect the future,

Joseph and Julleann Hovaneslan,
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SAYS YOU CAR'T GET A

FREE LUNCH!

)
and the

4 Invite You to
Celebrate “Downtown Day”

with a

500 FOOT LONG

The Downtown
Farmington Business Association

Downtown Development Authority

HOT DOG LUNCH

Serving at NOON

WEDNESDAY
MARCH 21, 1990

{Rain Date - Thursday, March 22)
Corner of Grand River & Farmington Rd.
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Clothes E:

Featuring:

DFBA MEMBERS:

Duben- Optometric Clinie + Patricla Brennan » Bonton Shoppe « Dimetr's Farm Rest,
Farmers Insurance Agency « William E. Matx Attorney at Law « Rosen Viston Cliaic P.C, +
Farmington Civic Theatre « Joyce Agency A. Farm Agency » Gerald C,
Bakery « Thayer-Rock Funeral Home * The Rocking Horse +
clous Comm. ¢ Pictures & More « Ronald Ogleaby » The Art Alcove +
tory » Russell A, Buyers » RCI » The Baker's Loaf, Inc. + Books Abound « K & R Office Ser.
vice « LA, Hilper, Izc. » James Elaman » Center Tire, Inc, +The Wooden Heart » One Hour
Fhoto Moto + Michele Marc's Flowers Ltd. » Crowley’s Old Village lan, Inc,
& Cockialls +Ellczer Monge, MD.P.C. +8, Cyril Leib DPM, P.C.
* Natlonal Bank of Detrolt « Arbor Drugs « International Minute Press « The Corner Barbers
+ Heeney Bundquist + Dr. Bruce Lowln « Buskin-Robbins No. 821 + Real Estate One + Milo

° 2 surance + Country mnhmrg‘."l:
8hop + Lace Curtain Shop «

C&8 Cosmetics-Merle Norman ¢

ings Inc, * Entertainment Time +

Farmington Shoe Repair

Mason's Ltd.

Pror * Dz, H. J. 0'Connor ¢ Focat Point Studio « Carole’s
Bchool of Ballet « G.J, SBundburg & Assoc. « John A, Allen + Ray Interiors, Inc, * AAA In.
c. * Warrine Country Corner * Village Clippers »
town/The Villsge Shoe Inn « Metropolitan National Bank
Executive Office Supply, Inc, » Dress Bam + Sweet Crav

“Street Organ” & Banjo Player

Grace « Farmiagton
+ Dogwood/ Pre.
Castle Dental Labora.

¢ Marco's Dlning
» Farmington Cleaners
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