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By Susan Buck
statf writor

Angry is the best word to describe
the feellngs of Farmington Hills
property owners who are showing up
in record numbers this year to ap-
peal their property tax assessments.

Assessments on 26,000 property
parcels were mailed Mnrch 2. Prop-

ods, 591-6900; dlsplny ads, 591
2300; fax line, 477-9722,

Invited Christopher

Kenny and {ellow
*fourth graders at Kenbrook
- Etementary ta visit her in
Lanslng.

At the time, Dolan was
seeking offlce and Chrlstopher
was helping stuff campalgn
cnvelopes.

Almost 18 months later,
Kenbrook fourth graders
toured the Caplwl but the
House wasn't In sesslon and
Dolan wasn't there,

But a promise I3 a premise.

* So Dotan made a trip to the
school to answer questions the
{fourth graders had as a follow-
up to thelr tour.

i ‘TATE Rep. Jan Dolan,
R-Farmlington Hills,

LIMIT clgarette salcs,
resident Margarct DuPont told
the Farmington Hllls City
Council Monday.

She suggesied that the clty
enact an erdinance regulating
the sale of cigarstics to
minors through vending
machines. “Look at this as
part of your work agalnst
substance abuse in the city,”
she said.

Mayor Jean Fox asked the
. clty administratlon to study
the request.

QUOTE of the week

6 1t's almost un-Ameri-
can to talk about not playing
basketball, but we have lo
face up to it

— Richard Corey, opposing a pro-
posed zoning amcndment that
would permit basketball back-
boards In front and minlmum slde
yards, Story, 1A,
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Your Observer
Cnrrlur whl  be
. stopping by this wook to
collocl for tho month, Please

“advertisoment you placo In
your hometown nowspapor.

erty
property Increased nn nvcragc 9 per-
cent thls year.

‘The assessor's board of revlew be-
gan hearing appeals March 8. By
Monday, 312 appeals, in 1¢-mlnute
time blocks, had been heard, but a
record 1,200 were expected — in
person, by mall or, in one case, au-
dlotape.

“It's the first time In my life, in
my career, we've ever run out of
days,” said Dean Babb, city assessor.,

“By taw,” he sald, “you have to be
completed with your review by the
first Monday in Aprll, so you only

92 Pages

Assessments spark record appea s

have n set number of days and times
that you can schedule. We opened up
15 days of appolntments, more than
I have ever had. The law says I have
to have three. The board Is doing its
wark sessions on the weckends.”

The board will meet daily untll
March 39, leaving hlm just 1% days
to prepare his data report for the
county by the Aprll 2 deadline, Babb

sald.

Counciltnan Aldo Vagnozzi told
city manager Willlam Costlck Mon-

'RANDY DORST/staft phalographer

Farmington Hills firefighter Al Ellis fooks ihrough debris in the laundry room, where the

fire started Monday morning.

Fast-thinking housekeeper
rescues baby from blaze

A housckeeper carried a baby she
was walching lo safety after a fire
broke out In the laundry room of a
house on the 33700 block of Walnut
Lane, near Farmington Road and 13
Mlle, Monday murnigg.

Equipment fallure in the dryer
probably started the fire, which

caused about $100,000 In damage to
the two-story house, said Deputy
Fire Chicf Peter Baldwin of the
Farmington Hills Fire Department,

Alter putting a load of laundry iIn
the dryer about 10:4S am., the
housekeeper went upstalrs, but she
soon smelled smoke. Opening the

laundry room door, nhe discovered
the fire,

She then ran upstalrs to get tho
baby, then to a nelghbor's house to
call for help, according.to Farming-
ton Hills police and fire reports. ~

The family could not be reached
tor commc_uL

day he hopes everyone who wants a
personal review will recelve one, 1
don't think a written communlcatlon
is the same thing,” Vagnozzi said.

“I will make certaln that expres-
sion of opinlon is agaln conveyed to
the board,” responded Costlck. “I
l;llnk we're at a manageable situa-
ton"

RESIDENTS SHOULD learn by
the third week in April If thelr ap-
peal has been approved or denled.

Fifty Cents

March 14 was the deadline to scek
a personal appeal. A day before, all
dates were full and some taxpayers
were put on a waitlng list. “We're
going to make sure everybody wha ls
on our call-back list gets an opportu-
nity,” Babb said. “We don't deny the
right of appeal.”

"I can tell you, with the few tax
assessors who 1 have talked to, that
people are fod up with property tax-
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Hills studies

plan to

ease

backboard ban

By Bob Sklar
stalf writer

They're popular Farm-

‘Far !hase who have

ington Hills. But they're illegal, even
though the zonlng ordinance banning
them has nevér been enforced.

The city council took a key step
toward liberalizing use of garage- or
pole-mounted basketball backboards
and hoops Monday when It intro-
duced a zoning amendment allowing
one per front or minimum side yard
per house,

Enactment will be considered
Monday, March 26.

Poles must be within the third of
the yard nearest the house, They've
always been permitted In rear yards,
some slde yards and on garages, sald
Lee Blizman, the clty’s chlef zonlng
code enforcement officer,

Mayor Jean Fox op; introduc-
tion, Councliman Jon Grant was ab-
sent.

“Farmington Hllls’ time could be
belter spent worrying about things
other than basketball hoops,” coun-
cilman Larry Lichtman said in mov-
ing for Introduction.

Seconding the motlon, councitman
Ben Marks sald, “What might be

good loaking to you may not be ta

Officials
support
plans for
Haggerty

By Joanno Ma!lszewski
staff writer

Farmington Hills Is among sl: ‘
an

federal transpoctation offlclals’ deci-
slon to move ahead with plans for | -

communilies supporting state

the Haggerty Road Connector, de-
splte roadblocks from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

The EPA Is mandating that all |

communtics affected by the pro-

posed boulevard adopt wetlands pro- o

tection ordlnances or it won't ap-
prove the $79-milllon project.

The six- to eight-lane boulevard
would be built a ball-mile west of
existing Haggerty Road‘ from 12
Mile to Pontlac Trail. .

.“The way we Jook at the project i’
that [t will directly Impact the wet.
lands in the

hoops ln their -
‘driveway; they
probably néed lhalr x
Arim palnfed, garage
‘door afmlghfened d\
bushea !rlmmed ?
= Terry, Sevsr
councilman '

e

somebody else. 1 don't want to dic-
tate how somebody ean use their
housc.”

“It's important kids do have a
place to play,” he added, noting
many subdlvisions have no side-
walks, He sald the chance of Injury
from chaslng a ball into the street Is
no greater than riding a blke in the

street.

“Show me vasketball courts and
tricycles — and that's a good neigh-
barhood,” sald Horton Drive resident
Keith Gallagher, He said he'd rather
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Haggerty Road Connector:

alternative #4a -
Route favored by most corrldor
communities

pot! \\“c-“a

| Moplo -

",

18 M0 Rd.
"

ens®

z

- Pleasotumto Pnoﬂ 8.

|

Edison short-circuits seniors’ bill- paymg plan

By Tim 8mith
stafl writor

Flxed-income senlor cltizens count
on belng ablo to mkn lhan vunu to
Efroa Drugs’ three
to pay thelr uullly hllh at mln.[mnl
postage cost, @ co-owner {or the
chaln sald Tuesday, S

But Inconvenlence is all that these
customern soon can count on, if De-
troit Edison forces the fami,

chain to stop tiue :ounuy 1t began 30
years ago, sald David Efj

‘The amall chain ho helps operate
out of Southfield, Farmington Hills
and West Bloomticld forwards a to-
tal of about 650. Edlson billa each’
month, desplte belng told a year ago
by the utility company to stop the
ymcuee Efroasald,

‘Onco agaln, senlor dlium are

ge(u::g the short end nl‘ldhn stick and
W's

aboul lhat," Efros sald.

ey (senlors) are on a fixed in-
comc Il seems ke In every area
they gel pushed aside and forgotten
about.”

* ACOORDING TO Efros, an Edlson
representative recently advised him
thll the utllity company would file a

lawsult It the drug store chaln con-
" tinued coliecting and forwarding the
bllls — a praclice begun by bis fa-
ther, Jerry.

"We stopped for a day. then we
thought ‘That’s crazy, why d we
stop Just becausa Detroll i
belng & Scrooge?™ said E{m

A spokesman for Edison, Marty
Bufallni, sald Tuesday. that no Ieznl
action against Efros Is plansed,

As a cost-culting measure, Edison
last year eliminated pay stations ei-
ther - handl| a low volume of
monthly bill payments or in proxim!-

.ty to high-volume collection loca-

tlons, such as flnancial Institutions,
Bufalln! explai
“We ellminated I doo't know how
many bill collection ' facilities,”
Etnnunl. sald, “We're not singling out
ros.” . .

THOSE LOCATIONS handling
more than 1,000 bills per month re.
main authorized pay statlons, total-
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