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Community colleges seek more state aid

By Tim Richard
staff writor

*'The state Senate budget bill may
boost Schoaleraft College by one fac-
ulty, salary and begln the phasc-out
of Wayne County Community Col-
legq's unique subsldy.

_Hut Sen. Harry Gast, who chairs
tbe, community college approprla-
tiois  subcommittee, Tuesday

warned officials of 29 two-year
schools they're unllkely to get the
$37,5 milllon boost they want to fully
fund a state aid formula.

“The way they {college lobbyisis)
start a conversatlon is, ‘What's going
to be your excuse this year?' " Gast
sald, only partly in fest.

Gov. James Blanchard proposed
$223 milllen for community colleges
for the fiscal year starting Oct. 1 —

5 percent more than the current
year but $37.5 million short of an
ideal legislative formula worked out
several years ago.

AT THE CLOSE of a hearing, Gast
had a staff member outline what the
“Senate substitute [s lkely to Include
when It Is reported out thls week:

® Boosts per college wlll be 3.5 to
7.5 percent instead of the 2 to 9 per-

Enter Earth Day writing contest

Students ages 13-18 are Invlted to
participate in the Observer & Eccen-
trfe Newspapers' Earth Day 1990
writlng contest.

‘ Theme Is ““What Will the Earth Be
Llke 20 Years From Now."

‘Those entering the contest should
submlt an orlginal essay of no more
than 500 words. Essays must be
received in the OXE's Livonia head-
quarters no later than 5 p.m. Friday,
March 30,

First, second and third place
prizes will be awarded in two age
cullcgorlu = 13-15 and 16-18. First

:Earth Day, April 22, 1970, was the
symbollc start of the nation’s envl-
ronmental movement.

:0n that date, thousands of Amerl-
ans attended peaceful environmen-
al' demonstrations in numerous cit-
&= including Washington, D.C.
iThough the nation's smoky skles
and murky waterways had long been
a-concern, the highly visible show of
phbllc concern was credited with
{priing Congress to act on alr and
witer Issues.

3 The resulls were The

s

EARTH DAY 20
i II &
prize is a $50 U.S, Savings Bond, sec-

ond prize i5 a $25 bond and third
prize Is $15 cash. The top threc

foctory and automotive contamina-
tlon, pollution still exlsts.

A new clean alr bill bas come un-
der atlack from many environmen-
- tal groups for being too lenlent to
polluters,

Beyond that, there are new cavi-
ronmental Issues, Including dantage

winners will also recelve an Earth
Day beach ball,

The slx winning essays will be
published in the OXE on Thursday,
April 19. A pleture of the winners
along wlith a short story about them
will appear along with the essays.

Essays should be mailed or deliv-
ered to: Earth Day Wrlting Contest,
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Mlich.
48150.

O&E reporters and editors will se-
lect the winners.

. .So exactly what is Earth Day?

to the carth’s protective ozone layer,
global warming and destruction of
the Brazillan rain forests, that
weren't even conslderations 20 years
ago.

It is those lssucs that polnt the
way to Earth Day 20,

Helping youngsters read

U:iS. Eanvironmental Protection
Agency, the natlon's chief watchdog
off ‘environmental issues, was estab-
Mfstied In December of that year.

1thin the next few months, massive

ean akr and water leglslation was
aso enacted.

+Now, as Earth Day 20 approaches,
the natlon Is faced with another en-
vironmental crisls. Though major
sirides have been made in curhing

I d in helplng 4-year-old
with reading?

The Retired Sentor Voluateer Pro-
gram (RSVP) of Catholc Services of
Oakland County s secking volun-

guage skills, Workshops are also held
{or parents to help develop suppar-
tive home activities.

Volunteers are particularly need-
ed in Berkley, Ferndale and Oak

teers to work with pre in
its clagsroom reading program.

The program Is coordlnated with
the Oakland County Literacy Council
under a grant from the Unlted Way.
RSVP volunteers work onc-on-one
with youngsters to enrich thelr lan.

Park. A of
one hour per week Is required. Orien-
tation and tralning are provided.

Additional information is avail-
able through Colleen Willlams at

Storewide Sealy Clearance Sale
and more
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cent proposed by Blanchard.

up to “capture” all new property

COMMUNITY COLLEGE spokes-
ly praised the Blanc-

That's good news for
which was scheduled for Just 2.9 per-
cent by Blanchard. Vice presldent
A.H. (Butch) Raby said It would
amount to $35,000, the cquivalent of
one salary. No figures were avall-
able for Oakland Community Col-
lege, which the governor scheduled
for a 4.8-percent Increase.

® Blanchard’s proposed “teach-
ing excellence™ prizes of $100,000
for 40 faculty members will be
dropped.
® Wayne County Community Col-
lege, which has been getting o spe-
cial $1¢ mililon state grant because
voters have refused to approve a
property tax, will sce the gramt
phased out over five years beginnlng
In fiscal 1992, WC3 is the only com-
munity college that has no voter-ap-
proved properly tax, WC3 also gets
$12.6 milllon in state aid.

JAMES STEVENSON, president
of Muskegon Community College
and former provest of OCC's Orc-
hard Ridge Campus, said tax incre-
ment flnancing authorities (TIFAs)
have hurt his school. Cities set them

taxes on

“We don't want to be obsiructlon-
Ists,” said Stevenson, “but it seems
unfair that we're credited with valu-
ation increases. We have to roll back
millages because of tax increases we
never recelved.”

Gast repllied TIFAs would likely
stay, but he blistered General Mo-
tors Corp, for battling Its assess-
ments.

“GM Is getting a lousy image
fighting all these ' said

men
hard budget but sald they hadn't
been treated as weil as kindergar-
ten-through-12th-grade schools and
four-year state unlversities.

Rlchard Norris, president of St.
Clair Community College, said that
since 1982  kindergarten-through-
12th-grade appropriatlons have been
increased 85 percent, unlversitics B2
percent and communlty colleges §7

reent.
pc‘l'lu:y were pleased Blanchard had

d from the 2.5-

Gast, a former townshlp supervisor
and assessor. “The state Is paylng $1
milllon a year to ftight GM and thelr
battery of tax cases,”

Gast quoted state treasurer Rob-
ert Bowman as saying the siate sub-
sidizes communities $1 milion a
year by fighting GM's protests
;.hrough the attorney general's off-
ce.

perce;l budget cuts ke Imposed on
most state departments.

Rut Gast warned that “getting ed-
ucatlon exempt from that 2.5-pere
cent cut didn't just happen" — there
was a lot of pre-announcement argu-
ment to make It happen.

Gast said the Senate Fiscal Agen-
cy cstimates state revenue at $200
milllon less than the administratlon.

@ O&E Sports—more than just the scores

« Sarisan Slovak

The International Institute of Mekopolitan Detolt

and the City of Southfietd
cordiolly Invite you to attend
the third annuo)

[

nteriational

olk [, Jarice

Zstioal

-~

sunday, April 1, 1990 from 4 to 7:30 p.m.

(Food served from 4to 7 p.m.)

Southfield Civic Center Pavilion ¢ 26000 Evergreen Road (at 102 Mile Road)
An afternoon of Intemational donce. featuring Internollonal dance performances:

« Staning, direct from Presov, Slovakia, “SARISAN",
a natlonal troupe of musiclans, doncers and singers

* Wawel Folk Ensemble (Polish)
» Vidyanjali Ecst Indion Dancers
» The Glendi Dancers (Greek)

« Tagumpay Fillpino Bancers

* Maria del Carmen’s Grupo Espana (Spanish)
= Studio of Afiican Dance Philosophy
« Hora Aviv Istaeli Folk Dance Troupe

« Tim O'Hare’s lrish Step Dancers

« Troupe Te' Amullat (Middie Eastern)

INTERNATIONAL FOODS, GOURMET COFFEES AND WINES FROM 4 - 7 p.m.
Tickets: $13.50 In advance and $15.00 af the door
(includes performances and food)

Tickets availabte at Southfield Civic Center Community Relotions Depanment
and ihe Internotional Institute of Metropolitan Detroit

For ticket information, call

Southfield Community Relations Depariment, 354-4854, or the International Institute, 871-8600

10 to 20% off ail
dining tables and chairs.
Now through April 1.

>

Some hotitems you're
sure 1o love, An elegant
Rlass table top,

36" x66", with a black
stee] base, was $499,
now $429. fulian
leather side chairs with
cantilevered frames,
were $175 cuch, now
$149 cach. Arm chairs,
were $195 cach, now
$169 cach,

Imported direct from
Denmark. A beantiful
oak oval extension
table, was $795, now
$599. Solld onk side
chiaies with upholstered
seats, were $250 ¢
now $219, Arm chialss,
were $295 each, now
$249 each.

Plus dozens of other tables and chairs, in a
“wide variety of styles and finishes.

HURRY WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

. Southficld {rminghum Ann Athor
y RooEN RO 26026 W. 12Mile 2348, Hunter Bivdl. 410 N, Fourth Ave,
Weat of Telegraph  South of Maple A Kerrytown Shop
» {313) 352-1530 (313) 540-3577 (313) 668-4688

. Open Sundays. Cheek your local ores for hours.

Announcing
our annual
factory-authorized sale,

o

Design your own sofa, chair, sleep sofa, se
« Choose from 1000 fabri

vl 500 sty
* Rest casy with Amerin

jonal or rectiner at tie best price of the year.
s * Receive delivery In 35 days
s best warcanty!

Bloomfleld Hilts
Showroom

1914 Telegraph
Y milg north of
Square Lake
338-7716

Brent Furniture™:

HOURS: Open Mon. & Thurs, 10-9; Tues., Wod., Fri, & Sat. 10-5:30

Clawson

emols
583-1475




