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Sets, costumes enhance
charm of ‘The Boy Frlend’

Performances of the Oakland
University Center for the Aris
production of “The Boy Friend”
continue through Sunday, April 1,
at Varner Studio Theatare on the
Oakland University campus in
Rochester Hills. For ticket infor.
mation call 370-3013.

By Cathie Breldenbach
special wrlter

Stylish sets and costumes bring
the sun-drenched colors of the
French Rivicra to Oakland Universt-
ty's Varner Studio Theatre In a viva-
clous production of “The Boy
Friend.”

The old-standby musleal by Sandy
Wilson celebrates 1920s-style energy
and French jale de vivre. So what IT
the plot Is a frivolous, far-fetched
love story ending with not one but
seven happy pairings? So-what if
none of the show's tunes linger long
tn memory?

The talented cast infuses the pre-
dictable, boy-meets-glcl musical
with loe-tapping energy. Like sun-
light sparkling on the blue Mediter-
ranean or champagne's bubbling ef-
fervescence, director Michael Gll-
lesple’s upbeat pacing radiates an
infectious, happy Innocence,

Ison’s songs and the cast's
pleasing voices charm the ear for
the moment and are as quickly for-
gotten, but Susan Barreit's sets and
Betty Monroe's costutnes, in con-
trast, linger in memory — thefr
playful color sense and stylish coor-
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dination creating plcturés for the
ml]nd's eye to savor long after the fi-
nale,

CONSIDER THE opening scene —
the grey marbled sct of an clegant
girls’ school and slx young ladies
wearlng [dentical black-and-white-
check dresses and carrylng over-
slzed white boxes with broad black
stripes — a stunning study In black,
gray and white. Studles, however,
hald still to be contemplated, and the
bevy of squeallng teenagers over-
runs not only the stage but the alsles
of the studio theater in their anticl-
patlon of the upcoming carnlval ball
and the promise of romance,

Or conslider the beach scene,
Striped awnlngs, polka-dot director's
chalrs and a backdrop aglow wlth
Rlviera sunshine

Browne, daughter of a Britlsh mil-
llonaire. Heard's aweet voice, which
suts her character, may be a bil
small for her duct with headmistress
Madame Dubonnet, a role shared by
Edith Dlggory and Phyllis Wolie
White.
ory's full, operatlc volce,
lovely though It Ls, scems mildly out
of character in a lightweight musical
set to flapper muste. Not 30 the vole-
s of the talented young ladles —
Amy Gore, Michelle Dlponio, Carric
Slade, Dawn Michelle Hamblin and
Julle Ging — and their boyfriends —
Trevor Rutkowskl, Corey Skaggs,
Nicholas Bean, Allen J. Verscheure
and Shawn W, Ryskamp,
They sing and dance with fitting
Rroaring '20s exuberance, With
sIlcktd'Mck halr and classlc clothes,

French Impressionist painting, Scnd
in the same bevy of live-wire girls In
vibrant bathing costumes. Add their
boy!friends In coordinated beach at-
tire, for a carefree image of sunlit
days “sur la plage" [n Nice.

Amy Susan Heard with her hlond
hair and large, gentle eyes looks the
part of the pretty ingenue, Polly

Consider the beach scene. Striped
awnings, polka-dot director’s chairs
and a backdrop aglow with Riviera
hine rei t of a French
Impressmmsr pam ting.
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5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Serving this area for 25 years, We are now serving the
children and of our earlipst

2. Knowledgeable pecpla who know Mexican food oal hera.

3. We wore the first with our own style Nacha - and copled
by many.

4, Independent and family owned.

5. We have recently remodeled and expanded and added
mora items to our menu.

TRINI & CARMENS

ANN ARBOR WATERFORD
50 N. Tereitorial 1715 Talegraph
665-3967 332-6851
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friends could have stepped
nu( of a Ralph Lauren ad for the
good, rlch life.

SCOTT CRAWFORD as Pally
Browne's love, Tony, exudes the gee-
whiz charm of a young John Rltter.
Not only the young ladies and thelr
boy!riends fall in love with love, Pol-
1y's stolld, Britlsh father, played con-
vincingly by John-Paul White, sue-
eumbs to the grown-up charms of
Madame Dubonnet,

The able cast Is rounded out by
Nancy Jamieson Valassls as scene-
stealing Hortense the maid and Joe
Balley, Audra Lord, Donald Martin
Anderson and Elizabeth Lutes,

Cathie Breidenbach of West
Bloomfield tcaches college writ-
ing classes and works as a
Srectance writer,
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STEPHEN CANTRELL/statt pholographer

Francis Loud (left), Corinne Barringer and Guild of Cranbrook 's production of “The Elc-

"Nancy Brassert are in the cost of St. Dunstan’s

phant Man,”

upcoming
things to do

© ‘Elephant Man’

St. Dunstan's Gulld of Cranbrook
will present “The Elephant Man,” a
true account of the life of John Mer-
rick, at 8 pm. Friday-Saturday,

March 23-24, 30:3), and Thursday-
Saturday, April 5-7, at the playhouse
in Bloom!ield Rills. Veteran St. Dun-
stan’s player Tom Peterson stars as
Merrick. For tickets at §8 adults, $5

students, call 644-0527.
o

More Upcoming calendar items -
on Page §C.

PICK UP A BOX OF
GIRL SCOUT
COOKIES.

AMERICA’S
FUTUREIS
IN YOUR HANDS.

Bbgerber & Freentri

NEWSPAPERS

PRESENTS THREE 1990 VACATIONS

«Tour with others in your community « Visit exciting places « Make friends
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