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Hills backs Connector desp
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ties,” sald Willlam Frantz, EPA en-
vironmental review branch chief.
The local communitics are count-
ing on the Federal Highway Admln-
istration stance that even with the
wetlands Issue, it plans to go ahead
with the Haggerty Road Connector.
Of the atfected communities, only
Novl, West Bloomfield Townshlp and
White Lake Village have wetlands
wrdinances. Farmington Hills does
ot
"The state has sald that this (tocal
wetlands ordinances) would create a
wrecedent for future road projects,”
wid David Call, Hills

to finance the projcct, maintains It
doesn’t have the authority to require
local communities to adopt wetlands

* ordinances,

“There Is a philosophleal differ-
ence between the Federal Highway
Admlnistration and the EPA,” sald
Henry Rentz, FHA divislon adminls-

tal impact statement completed
sometime thls summer and the
ground letting (breaking) should be-
gln this fall,” uIdGlorln Jelf, Michi-
gan Dcpnrtmeu t of Transportation
deputy dlrector.

which would allow the project to
move on schedule, The resolution
agrees the FHWA does not have au-
thority to force local communitles to
adopt wetlands ordinances.

In addition to Farmington Hills,
ather that

Though MDOT plans lo

trator. "We lmerprc! our
differently than they do.”
If the two !cdcml ngcncla can't

the en' Impact

by Oct. 1, the FHA and (he EPA
must approve the document before
can begln.

resolve their d the lssue
will fall into the hands of the Com-
miltee on Environmental Quality in
Wnshingmn, which could delay the

Pproj
Whﬂc the lcdcrul agencies scuffle,
of

1isistant clty manager.

TUE FHA, which would be asked

ans-
porbullan also 1! moving ahead with
project plans,

“We should have the

THE POSSIBILITY of delays

prompted the affected
clected officials who serve on the
project’s patlcy committee Lo adopt
a resolution supparting the FHA.
Committee members urged the
EPA to give final approval to the en-

impact

P
ther re Novi, Ca

'l‘ownship. Walled Lake, White Lake
Township and Wolverine Lake VII-
lage. West Bloomf{ield Township was
absent,

The Southeastern Mlchigan Coun-
<t of Governments and the Oakland
County Road Commlsslon also ap-
proved the resolution.

“The local communlties don't fecl
they need ordinances if they are not
required,” Call sald. "“The state is
wary that if the locals pass ordi-
nances, L could create a precedent

and affect other road profects.”

I that precedent Is set, Call said,
“tremendous delays” could occur
wlith large road projects. An “over-
regulation of wetlands” could mean
no more development In certaln
areas, he added.

THE POLICY committee agrees
with the FHA that the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources regula-
tlons of wetlands larger than flve
acres is plenty of protection, Call
said

But EPA offlclals are equally con-
cerned about Lhe smaller wetlands
that could be affected by the Hag-
gerty Road Connecter, Call sald.

The pro; boulevard will dis-
turb about 30 acres of wetlands. No
net loss of wetlands will result be-

te roadblocks

cause they will be'replaced in sur.
roundlng arcas, accordlng to the
Michigan Department of Transpor-
tatlon.

The EPA cstimates that 37.57
acres of wetlands will be fliled in
during the constructlon phase. Bat
the EPA is more corcerned about
the wetlands affected by the devel-
opment that will accompany the

project.

Like MDOT, Call betieves develop.
ment will occur anyway.

“I don't think development (s
slowing down because here's not a
road there. The roads around there
are jusf beng taxed,” Call sald,

Staff writer Sheila Phillips con-
tributed to this report,

Hills council to vote on easing hoop prohibitions

_antinued from Page 1

ave kids playlng on the drivewny

about the pending zoning change.
Rolllng Oaks subdlvislon board
member Rlchard Corcy sald the

imn on a playg

BUT NOT everyone was happy

of pole designs — chrome,
stainless steel, red, while — are
“starting to take an ugly view,”

“It's almost un-American to talk
about not playing basketball, but we
have to face up to it,” sald Corey, a
zoning board of appeals member
who was speaking as a cltizen,

He opposes unsightly poles and
those near the street. “We need some
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West Bloomficld's casual new family restaurant.
Low prices. Fast service. Specially marinated
chicken and ribs that are char-grilled
for fewer calories and delicious flavor.
Served hot off the grill with
your favorite home-made side dishes.
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He sald many of his nelghbors

have asked, "What can we do about

people playing ba!kclbnll untll 2
o'clock in the morning?

He also was cunccrncd about kids
chasing missed shats,

Plaoning consultant Claude Coates
safd the zonlng ordinance probabty
isn't the place to regulate hours of
play. Lichtman sald playing into the

remma-

wee hours of the night could be con-
sidered disturblng the peace and so
ticketed.

COUNCILMAN ALDO Vagnozz
voled to introduce the ordinance but
questioned if it was needed. He also
was concerned  about front-yard
safety.

When told subdivislon bylaws
could be amended by homeowners to
address locatlon and design of bas-
ketbali poles, Independent of elty or-
dinance, Vagnozzt asked, "“How
widespread are subdivislon restrie-
tions in this area?”

City attorney Paul Blbeau re
sponded, “We have many of these
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The Administration and Faculty of
Farmington High School
cordially invite you and your eighth grade student

to attend an

Open House & Orientation
at Farmington High School
on March 28, 1990, at 7:30 pm.

Cui ld:sl Tours will be provided by the National Honor Soclety,
Admlni‘nl‘rafon, Counselors and Faculty membm wlll bz available, . N
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hoops in front yards. They're a very
popular thing and the city should ad-
dress it."

Although subdivislons may regu-
late basketball poles, they must en-
foree thelr regulatlons in civil court,
Bibeau said.

Without the zoning change, the
clty would be forced to ticket every-
one with a basketball pole in the
front or minlmum side yard and
prosccute them in 47th District
Court, he sald.

REGARDLESS, MAYOR Fox said
she wasn't “convinced there was a

real reed"” to change the ordinance.

“One of the nice things about
Farnitngtan Hills is that we didn't
have this kind of thing. Though It can
be a fine recreational thing, it can
beceme quite unsightly.”

Councilman Terry Sever satd, “Jt's
to regulate
For those who have unsightly bas:
ketball hoops In their driveway, they
probably need their trim palnted, ga-
rage door straightened and bushes
teitmed.”

‘The planning commission recom.
meaded the zoning change.
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How can a multiple car family
minimize insurance costs?
No problem.
Auto-Owners gives funtlies with wo of more cais a gediice
surance eate, Thit maskes Qedr exceptional asle coverate
cliny service even mare atiractive.
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Men, if you're about to turn i8, it's
time to register with Selective Service
at eny U.S. Post Office,

It's qulrk it's easy
And it's the law.
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