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with best
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HEN THE SPORT Is
. glrls  volleyball, Ob-
. serverland teams take
. a back seat to no other
-reglon of the state,
‘- Three arca teams — Llvonla La-
dywood, Farmington Hills Mercy
-and Wayne Memorlal — won reglon-
al titles. Mercy was a state semlfl-
nalist, climinating Wayne in the
quarterfinals, and Class A runner-up
Ladywood was in the fInals for the
third straight year, ousting rival
Mercy in the semis,
« Furthermore, three-time Western
Lakes Actlvitles Assoclation cham-
plon Llvonia Churchill and Llvonla
Stevenson also won district champt-
onships.

Indlvidually, the talent found in

Observerland gets high marks, too.
- Merey's Nikkl Burns and Lady-
wood's Kari Domanskl were named
to the Class A all-state first team,
Mercy's Jennlfer Goff and Wayne's
Evette Sluder the second team, Ma-
zie Pilut of Redford Bishop Borgess
was a (Irst-teamer In Class B.

The honor squad chosen by area
coaches in conjunctlon with the Ob-
server sports staff includes four re-
peat selectlons: Goff, Pilut, Burns
and Domanskl. Garden City’s Dlane
"Alllson, Studer and Stevenson’s Sue
Bell were second-team plcks a year
ago.

Mercy coach Tim DeBellso, who
gulded the Marlins to the Catholle
League title in his fourth year at the
schoot and the No. 2 ranking in the
season's final po), was named Coach
Of The Year.

The following are proftles of the
12 players comprising the 1990 All-
Arca team:

FIRST TEAM

Evotto Sluder, senlor, Wayne: The
ai-Wolvetine A Conference player aver
aged five kilis por game and Sot a single-
$eason schoot record with 567.

Sluder was an B0-porcent spikor, hav
ing 1,054 good atlacks out o 1,194
chances. Sho recorded 124 solo blocks
and 71 aces, putting 83 percant of her
serves Into play (357-404), Sludor also
fated 85 porcent (296-347) on servo
lauzcoivu and B0 percent on digs (262

B).

. “Evollo is Ihe smartest vollayball player
1 have every coached,” Ann Kolnitys sald.
“Sho gave every opponent a fough time,

il

Andrea Velthoven (11), making a block assist in the state quar.
tertinal match, is one of three Mercy players on the All-Area

first team.
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all-area volleybalil

1990 ALL-AREA
VOLLEYBALL TEAM
FIRST TEAM
Evette Shuder . .. . Vayne
Chastna Gany. ... Chuehal
Jenniter Goll Liorcy
Fiaki Burns. . Merey
Angrea Velthoven Moty
Daane Alison Garden City
Kan Domansks -Ladywocd
“fatsie Spunder Ladyaood
SuoBeit. . Sterensan
#enea Bonzar Stovonzon
KMazePilut | nop Borgess
Sara Brorby iL Coniral
COACH OF THE YEAR
TmDeBelso . . . . .. ... Mercy
SECOND TEAM

Alpssa Betro Crurchin
Peggy Knille! . Ladywood
Ket Haeger

Kari Watson Ciarenceviio
Maureen Pauia . Hercy
Caung Koeslet. Thutstoa

THIRD TEAM

Brangy Cancross Viayno

Courlney Knapp H Farmington
Sieghane Speen ... Church
Teresa Sarno Stevenson
Amy Schunoman Wi Waestern
Lee Albrocht . . «Mercy

HONORABLE MENTION

Mercy: Amy Miler, Botsy Pope; Thurston:
auta Kress. Jenniler Bogas, Patty Haney,
ynn Neius; Ladywood: Alabecca Willay, Jan-
1o Konezal, Maty Jo Koty Churchin: Josio
Pclegn. Amy Baron, Wayne: Garth Ruting,
Lawra Fishet, Jonniler Thobass. Katig Corwn;
Clsroncoviita: Tara Riedi; Gardon Cily: Tina
Emary, Lona Parsa, Krystal Matesic; Stoven-
son: Paity Damond, Cotletlo Rochwell, Ane
grea Villtogk, Lauta Zalorskl Walled Lake
Contral: Jacko Brown. Shannon Durt; Watied
Lnko Wostorn: Ango Gilert. touta Call,
Dawn Godlroy; Shawna Schimgen: Salem:
Aimeo Rutnn, Kolloen Lawrenco, Jeany his
1ce. N. Farmington: Vikh Scamons, Eve
Cinar; Canlon: Cntistyn Hallday, Susan Fer-
o, Lorena Santorg, Farmingion: Bonnio
Wnects, Caio Miler; Jobn Glonn: Michelo
Myers, Kora Boany, Nk Woick: Franklin:
Enca Sundeck: Rediord Union: Kirstl Perni-
cano, Amy Mutien; Lulhetan Wostiand: Efon
Anderson. khchetla Conkin, Sarsh Love; St.
Agatha: Laurn Rahowskl, Hancy Fychingki,
Autumn Battin, Tracy Vanderhati.
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By Dan O'Meara
stalf wrltor
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and she performed very woll undor pres
sute. She was Ihe main roason Wayng
had such a succossiut season.

Christina Garry, junlor, Churchlll:
Gany was tha driving torco behind
Churchi's conbnued dominance In the

Sha pounded 210 kills oul of 490 good
spikes, and she had 35 aces while serving
a1 80 potcent. Garty, a first-leam WLAA
player, ratod 87 petcent on her servo fo-
ception, and she had 56 solo biocks and
assisted on 95 olbers.

“Christina is an exiremely competitive
porson and takas plesure in playing op-
posile 1he opposing team's toughos) of-
fensive player,” coach Mike Hughos said.
"Hor competitive nature makes her an
oulstanding blocker as well as a fine mid-
dia hitter,

“Christina's greatest assel is her con-
stant dosiro to achiove oxcellence. As a
consequence, sho has improved aft ns-
pecls of het game and could bo one of
the outstanding ployors in 1ho stale next
yoar,”

Jannlier Go!i, senior, Mercy: Golt
started all four years at MerCy and was
twice an alt-leaguo and ali-reglon performe

An outslde hitter, she had a kill petcent-
age of .37G, ang she also hod olliciency
lovels of 92 percent on her sarving and 91
porcont as a passer. Golf recorded 101
aces and averaged 3¥: digs per gamo.

"Joarilor s exiromely dedicated and
was our emotionat feader,” DoBoliso sald.
*Sho was ablo to raisa her level of play to
new holghts in our toughest matches. She
s an outstanding hitior and hag temen-
dous rango on dolonse,”

Nikkl Burns, senlor, Morcy: Burns
was The unsung horo on Morcy's team,
the ono who o1 the tablo for attackers
Gotl, Loe Albrecht, Andrea Velthoven and
Maureen Paulin.

Sho averaged 9% asslsts per game and
had maro than 2,000 assist attempls or
1he saason. Sho also sarved at 97 percent
and had 80 aces, Burns is a two-lime, all-
loaguo player, 100.

*“'Sha ran our 5-1 otfense to perfection
1or two years,” DoBoliso said. “Out hitters
had outstanding years because of Nikki,
the linest satler 10 como out af Mercy.
She had het best performances In out big-
gost matches, 100."

Andraa Valthaven, senlor, Marcy:
Velthoven, o three-year siarter and an ali-
Cathotic Leaguo choico, playad opposite
Golf as tho othor outside atocker.

Sho carved cut a .303 kill porcantago,
and she was u 91-parcent server and BS-
parcont passer. Velthoven contribulod 88
sarvice aces for the year and more than
four digs per gama,

“Androa‘s Improvemant from last year
wos dramatic,” DoBoliso sald. “She
turned harsell into a powaerlul hittet and
aggressivo defensive playet.™

Diana Altison, senlor, Garden
City: Allison was voled tho most vakiable
player in the Northwoest Suburban Leaguo
and received a borih on 1he afl-tegion lirst
team,

Farty-three petcent of Allison's spikes
want for kills, ond 24 percent of her
sorves tosulted in aces. She also aver-
aged three blocks per match.

“Dinna is a very good playoet wilh excal-

A

RANDY BORST/s1a!t photographor

Nikki Burns (center) was an integral part of Mercy's volleyball
team, serving as the setter for her powerful-hitting teammates.

fent polential,’ coach John Groves said,
odding Allison, who has a 3.5 grade-point
average plans to attend Hanry Fotd Com-
munity College on 8 schalarship.

Karl Domanskl, senlor, Lady-
wood: Domanskl, who was a throg-year
togular and helped the Blazers win back-
to-back state champioaships in her soph-
omoro and junior $easons, wos named 10
the Michigan High School Coaches Asso-
ciation's Dream Tear this yoar,

During her threg varsity seasans, Lady-
wood was 147-17, which Included two
Catholic League fillas and a runnot-up fin-
Ish Ihis yeor. She was called on to be a
middle blacker, lefi-side splker and soiter
05 a senlor,

*‘Ovet tha last three years, Karl has had

Ihe greatest combined impact on Lady-
wood vollayball,” coach Tom Teeters
snid.

*\Just prior to tho district tournament,
wo had our eighth lineup chango, and
Kad's new tesponsibilities were settot,
left-side spiker and cross-court delensa,

“This addod to our oifenso in a big way
and sesulted in victories over Churchill,
Stetling Heighls Stovenson and the big
ong — Mercy,” he added. “‘Even though
we lost 10 East Kentwood in tha fing),
Kari's potformance was one of the beat
I'vo seen.'

Marsle Spender, senlor, Lody-
wood: Spender took on a starting role in

Please turn to Page 2

ng speedsters

counts on sprint strength

mores Nicole Addis and Heather
Conley will be part of the relay com-

Farmington Hllls Harrison will
rely heavily on its wealth of sprint-
ers to contend for the league cham-
plonship in glrls track and field thls
spring.

The Hawks, who were runners-up
to Plymouth Canton in the Western
Dlvision and sixth In the Western
Lakes Activitles Assoclation, return
seven sprinters who should make
Harriscn competitive in  those
evenls,

“I think we'll have good balance in
the sprints {rom the 400 on down,”"
Harzlson coach Mark Babcock sald.
“We'll be able to put some good re-
lays together as well as open
sprints*

The top returning sprinters are
scniors Nivin Hakim and Nicole Leo
and sophomore Audra Cockerham,
who was second behind . Livonia
Churchill's Alyssa Belaire In Lhe
WLAA at 400 mcters.

“She was just a halr from being
the best as a freshman,” Babeock
said, “s0 she ought to be up there this
year. .

“{HAKIM) HAS the most experi-
ence. She's been through It all and
has been a steady competitor all the
way through.” .

i 1
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‘JiIrRosenthal of Harrison returns after finlshing soventh In the
‘discus at the Class B regional tast year.

P Colleen
wiil do some sprinting in addition to
helping In the high jump and hurdles.
Junlor Carrle Hentnik Ls another koy
returnee In the sprints, and sopho-
2l

“(Heinzmann) does a good fob in
all three (cvents) Babcock sald.
“We expect blg things {rom her. She
went to camp and has been working
at it all year long. She's spent some
time preparlng herself.”

Harrison lost some of the area's
top talents to graduation. Jayne,
Peters was a standout hurdler, win-
ning the 300-meter reglonal champl-
onship and finlshing fourth in Oak-
land County and sixth in Class B.

Almee Jarvenpan was a quality
person in the shot put and discus, and
Maria Chaloglanls was another good
hurdler who also ran on the mile re-
lny team that Included Peters and
{inished 10th {n the atate.

Junlor Jill Rosenthal was seventh
in the regional in the discus last
year, and senlor Shawrna Knight
brings back experience In the shot
put and discus,

BABCOCK EXPECTS the Hawks
to bo compelitive in the distance

runs, too, 5

Senlor Jennlfer Carpenter Is the
veteran of the group that includes
Junlor Nikk! Hesano, Junior Jeannle
Klotzer, senlor Joanne Hannawa,
sophomore “Alice Chu and junior
Alyssa Imami. - :

“Jennifer has the most experi-
ence, and that counts for a-lot in dls-
tance running,” Babcock sald,
Hesano, who runs everything from.
the 800 up, “came on at the end.of

X

last year and Is really dolng well this
year,” according to Babeock.

He also has big expectations of
Klotzer, who (inished third in the re-
glonal two-mile race as a sopho-
more, -

“She’s a good one,” Babcock said.
“I'm hoping she docs even better this
year.,”

He added, because the WLAA
mect was stopped with two events
remalning due to poor weather Jast
year, Klotzer didn’t get a chance to
Tun her event In the league meet.

“Some kids who didn't do well at
league came on at the reglonal,” he
sald, “We've got some tough distance
runners, especlally in our cily with

“(Lisa) Rives at North Farmington.

and {Jennlfer) Kiel at Farmington.”

WITH THE Hawks having quality
In the sprinta, good people in the spe-,
clalty events and depth in the
tance runs, Babcock anticipates a
good year {or Harrison,

.“This team has the talent to go a
lang way,” he sald. “T hate to make a

Carrle Hontnik ia a vorsatile
track-and-ficld athtote, .

by

P on wins and losses or how
well we might do In the league, but

we should be up thera In the divislon .

unless

samething goes drastically
wrong." - .
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