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Hannibals chart a musical course

8y Larry O'Connor
stalt writer

College is a wonderful place. The
perfect sctting where there Is always
someone different, someone you've
never qulte met before or will ever
again.

Be it that roommate who plays the
oboe and rea Dostocvski, yet
thinks Madonna is a musical genlus.
Or be It the classmate who wears
Army fatiques, drinks beer out of a
flower vase and can speak four lan-
guages fluently.

Ah, college. From the lvy-infested
walls also comes some great music
from people of diiferent back-
grounds. Such s the case with the
Hannibals, a four-man outilt by way
of East Lansing.

in this case, the cauldron of
creatlvity was stirred by a chance
meeting. Matt Aljian, Dave Christie
and Chris Johnston — alt origlnally
from Birmingham — ran into Chris
Geherln, a gultarist of exceptional
sklll from Ypsilanti,

At the time, the Birmingham trlo
were in a non-descript cover band
Kool-Aid Smile. They played songs
from the psychedelic '70s for appre-
ciatlve Michigan State students, but
soon grew tired of it.

Geherln turned the crew onto a
new  perspective, the alternative
sounds of Lhe *80s. He had the key.

“It was a real change for the three
of us,” sald drummer Aljian, 22, who
is a Birmingham Seaholm graduate.
“We were dolng something that was
totally new to us. We had our doubts
at first,

“Ve had gotten into the safe trap
of belng a cover band.”

Phineas

The Hannibals, a four-man outfit out of East
Lansing, includes Matt Aljion, Dave Christie

UNLIKE SOME cover bands, the
Hannlbals had talent to write their
own songs = and very fine songs at
that. All it toak was some prodding
from Gceherin,

The Hanolbals’ sound is a matrix
of flowing progressive pop con-
sciousness. R.E.M, might be used as
a reference point only because the
numbers are gultar-oricnted. With-
out & doubt, the Hannibals are chart-
Ing their own course musically.

Emphasis is placed on songs. The
group once took three months off to
write a batch,

Although creative, band members
keep atthtudes quite simple:

Johnston on singing — I don't try
to sound like anybody. 1 just sing

Gage

has a chemistry

with the

By JIIl Hamilton
spocial writer

‘There are two Phincas Gages that
have become well-known,
The flrst Phineas Gage wlll be re-

in
for years to come. He was a young
foreman on a work erew who had an

' accldent In which a steel rod was

embedded into his brain. Amazingly,
he survived the accldent but had a
marked personallty change. It was
the first case of a well-documented
frontal lobotomy.

The second Phincas Gage, less in-
famous than the first, is a band con-

- slsting of Sean Hickey on gultar,

Dave Walllse on drums, Alex Lumel-
sky on guitar, Reed Schwallie on
bass, Chrls Farnum on vocals. They
are, perhaps, one of the best bands
playlng around Detroit.

Even when Phineas Gage has a
bad night, it's still a good night for
the audlence.

Qn this night at 3-D fn Royal Oak,
as the band waits to go on stage, they
are a fHitle nervous because there
hasn't been a sound check. Their
worry turns out to be prophetic.

Throughout thelr short set, the
band Is plagued with sound prob-
lems. Although the audlence seems
not Lo notice, the band Is frustrated
by the problems and ends thelr sct

REVIEWS

crowd

after about six songs.

“THEY'RE USUALLY a lot more
encrgetic and ‘Into it," " whispers a
girl in the audlence when asked what
she thought of the set.

“I come and see these guys all the
time." a guy remarks. "They sound-
ed good to me.”

‘The songs are tight and catehy, the
playing style Is impeccable and
Chris Farnum's vocals are biting and
expressive. These guys are talented
— pretty amazing, considering that
the band has only been together for
littte more than a year. Well, lttle
more than a year as Phincas Gage,
that is. Before that, three of the
members played In the band Pray
for Raln. The other two were in
Common Chapter. In other words,
these guys have more than 20 years
of band experience between them,

Since their first gig at the Waiting
Room Lounge Iin Hamtramck,
Phineas has enjoyed a steady stream
of local gigs. They count a perform-
ance at Saint Andrew’s Hall as their
favorite because, as Farnum puts it,
“It’s easler to play well when there's
a lot of people. We got really Into IL."

It's true, a strange sort of chemls-
try exists between the band mem.
bers and the audlence during a
Phincas performance. Each band
member goads the other on to dance

what comes out.”

Geherin on playing guitar — "My
style Is stripped down . . . I llke to
keep it to the baslcs,”

People around East Lansing slm-
ply like the Hannibals. The band has
become a hot commodity In 1%
years at clubs there, bouyed by radio
support on MSU station WDMB-FM.

The Hannibals already have two
tapes out, the first qulekly sold out
all 175 coples. Nearly 275 of 500 cop-
ies of the sccond tape, “Hammer of
Rain,* are already gone. A full-
length compact disc or cassette is in
the works for a fall releasc.

Of course, the next step s to go
beyond East Lansing circles. But it's
nat easy.

Chris Farnum on vocals,

faster, play better and sing louder.

That gets the audience more excit-
ed which only serves to pump more
encrgy back inte the band. It's a
cycle that leaves everyone happy, If
not a little winded.

NOW PHINEAS plans to reap the
benefits of thelr busy year. They
have saved all the moncy they
carncd playing around town and will
use jt next month when they head to
Ann Arbor's Schoolhouse studlos to
record a nine-song cassette.

They sald the tape should be
“pretty good” because the songs are
all very diffcrent. They credit that to
their different musical tastes. Hic-
key has tralning in classical and Jazz
music, while some of the others were
weaned on rock'a'roll.

“It’s not like we all listen to the
Cure and only want to do Cure cov-
ers,” Wallise sald.

Phineas Gage cunslsis cl Sean chkey on guilur, Dave Wallise
on drums, Alex Lumelsky on guitar, Reed Schwallie on bass,

and Chris Johnslon — all originally from Bir-
mingham — and Chris Geherin of Ypsilanti.

“WE'RE HAVING a hard time
getting booked because we're an
East Lansing band,” said Aljian,
whose band does its own promotlon
and bookings. “They say, ‘You have a
{following vp there. What about down
here?' It’s a Catch 22."

Things are going well for the Han-
nibals. One might wonder how some-
thing as tenuous as three friends and
an outsider could last without ex-
changing gunllre. There are no
doubts in Hannibal territory.

The Hannibals will performn on
Wednesday, March 23, at Rick's
Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor, For
information, call 996-2747.

One musical point they do agree
on — they all hate Paula Abdul. Af-
ter a few mintues spent making fun
of this MTYV diva and sllly pop muslc
in general, Phincas Gage goes on to
say that they've developed a taste
for local muslc.

“As we get busler,” Farnum said,
1 tind myself more Interested In lo-
cal bands.”

"Crossed Wire . . . they're our he-

ocs,” Lumelsky said,

They also like other alternative lo-
cal rocks like Ann B, Davis and
Granfatloon, but add that local mu-
sic is suffering because of 21 and
over clubs and lack of radio support.

“I have to go to MTV to hear new
music,” Walllse sald, “That’s really
sad.”

The way Phincas Gage's carcer is
golng, they may one day find them-
selves making one of these “sad” vi-
deos for MTV.

iN CONCERT

® Idyli Roomers

Idyll Roomers will perform on Mon-
day, March 26, at Rick's Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For Information, call
9962747,

@ Second Order Thinking

Second Order Thinking will pesform on
Tuesday, March 27, at the Blind Pig, 208
S. First S, Ann Arbor. For Information,
cal 996-8555.

@ AnnD, Davie

Ann B. Davis will perform with guests,
Jugglers and Thieves, on Tuesday, March
27, at Rick's Cale, 613 Church, Ann Ar-
bor. For information, call 996-2747.

® TinyLights

Tiny Lights will perform with guests,
Sense of Smell, on Tuesday, March 27, at
Club Heidelberg, 215 N. Maln, Ann Arbor.
For information, call £63-7758.

® Juice

Juice will perform on Wednesday,
March 28, at the Blind Pig, 208 S, First,
Ann Arbor. For Information, call 836
8555,

® Hannibale

Hannibals will perform un Wednesday,
March 28, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Acbor. For information, call 896-
2747,

® Tha Look

The Look wlll periorm on Wednesday,
March 28, and Friday and Saturday,
March 30-31, at Jaggers, 34231 Ellzabeth
Lake Road. Waterford. For Informatlon,
call 631-1700.

® Botlom Feeder

Bottom Feeder and guests, Green-
house, il perform on Wednesday,
March 28, at Club Heldelberg, 215 N.
Main, Ann Arbor. For Informatlon, call
66)-7758.

® Hippodrome

Hippodrome witl perform with guests,
Leather Gypsies, on Thursday, March 29,
a13-D, 1815 N. Main, near 12 Mile, Roya)
0ak. For informatlon, call 589-3344.

® Goober & the Pean

Goober & the Peas will perform on
Thursday, March 29, at the Blind Pig, 208
S. First, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-8555.

® fodine Ralncoats

lodine Raincoats will perform Thurs-
day, March 29, at Rick's Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-2747.

@ Abraham Nixon

Abraham Nixon witl perform with
guests, Skip Flip, on Thursday, March 29,
at Club Heldelberg, 215 N. Maln, Ann Ar-
bor. For lnlormation, call 663-7758.

© Bugs Beddow

Bugs Beddow will perform ot Thurs-
day, March 29, at Flood's, 731 5t An-
toing, near Latayette, Detroit. For (afor-
mation, call 963-1090.

© Juggler's and Thiaves

Juggler's and Thleves will perform on
Friday and Saturday, March 30-31, at
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Grifl's Grill, 42 N. Saglnaw, Pontiac. For
intormation, call 334-9292.

® Walk the Dogma

Walk the Dogma will perform on Fri-
day, March 30, a1 Lili's 23, 2930 Jacob,
Hamtramek. For information, call 876.
6555,

@ Strange Bodlallows

Steange Bedtellows witl perform on
Friday, March 30, at the Hamtramck
Pub, 2048 Caniff, near J-75. For intorma-
1lun, call 365-9760,

® Regular Boys

Regular Boys will perform on Friday,
March 30, 3t Sully's, 4758 Greenficld,
noeth of Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. For
Information, call 846-5377.

® Will & the Bushmen

il & the Bushmen will perform on
Friday, Maech 30, at Rick's Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbar. For information, calt
996-2747.

@ Inside Qut

Inside Owt will perform on Friday.
March 30, 3t Finney's Pub, 3965 Wood-
ward, Detroit. For informatlon, call 831-
3070,

. mobelol

perform on Friday,
\hrch JD a lhc Bllnd Pig, 208 8. First,
Ann Arbor. For Infermation, call 996
8555,

® Hon Brooks Yrio

Reon Brooks Trlo witl perform on Fri-
day and Saturday, March 30-31, at the
Bird of Paradise, 207 S. Ashley, Ann Ar-
bor. For informatlon, call 662-8310.

® Holy Cows

Holy Cows will perform with guests,
The Gear, on Friday, March 30, at Club
Heidelberg, 215 N, Maln, Anp Arbor. For
information, cal) 663.7758,

© Viv Akauldran

Viv Akauldren will perform wnh
guests, Mescaline Ritual, on Friday
March 30, at Stanley's, 340 Pitt St, “lnd
sor, For lnlorma\lnn call(518) 252-3118.

® Joanne Connor

Joanne Connor and Her Blues Masters

will perform on Saturday, March 31, a1
Sully's, 4758 Greentield, Dearborn. For -
Information, call 846-5377.

® lsn McCulloch

lan McCulloch, former Jead singer of "0

Eche & the Bunnymen, wlil perform on
Saturday, March 31, at The Latin Quar-

ter, 3067 E. Grand Bivd, Detrolt. The *

show i3 open to all ages. Tickels arc
$14.50 in advance. For Information, calt
99-MUSIC.

® Robb Aoy

Robb Roy wlll pertorm on Saturday,’ "
March 31, at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048 °

Caniff, off I.75. For Information, call 365-

® Teash Brats

Trash Brats wil) perform on &llurda).
March 31, at Finney's Pub, 3965 Wood-
ward, Dctmll_ For information, call 831«
8070
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Here are the top 10 albums recelving
ajrplay on WHFR-FM 89.3, campus sta-
tlon of Henry Fard Community College in
Dearborn.

: "Preuy Hate Machine,” Nloe-lnch

Dc\-p Peter Murphy,

1

N
2,
3.
4

5.
6.

‘Automatic,” Jesus & lllry Coain.
‘Rabies,” Skiany Pupp:

‘Whack, Ding!,” Sce chl Run.

2. “Dellverance,” Missfon UK.

7
a
9.
1

Here are Lhe top 10 songs recelving alr-

play on “Detroit Musie seene‘" which Is
beard 4-5 pm. Sundays (repeated 5:30.
6:30 pm. Tuesdays) on WDTR-FM 90.9.

1. “Rise and Fall," The Gear,

2. “Funky Cowboy,” Goober & the Peas. '™ -

3." Rnlltmaﬂer,"&e Dick Ron.

§. “Tbls Train is Running Out of Track,"”

Ichabod Stowe.

5. “Runnlng, llldlng. nmg Revival,

s Very West,” Cappa

7. “Out No More,” llmmy Bones & Lhe
Graverobbers.

8. “Fishing God,"” Seasitive Big Guys.

9. “Here's Looking At You," Afickael

CAUTION HORSES &
— Cowboy Junkies

1t's one of those days where you're
so sure the whole world is out to

stomp on your soul that you can't '

even get out of bed.

The phone rings, and you just let
it, *"cause everybody knows that
good news always sleeps tllt noon,'*
as the Cowboy Junkles declare on
their latest release, “The Cautlon
Horses,” (RCA) the follow-up to last
year's critlcally canonized *The
Trinlty Sesslon.”

You follow the advlce the band of-
fers on the LP's opener, “'Sun Comes
Up, It's Tuesday Morning:" “There's
something about an afternoon spent
dolng nothing/ Just llstening to
records and watch the sun falllng.”
So you listen to “The Cautlon Hors-
es" with the shades drawn, reclining
1ixe the llfeless, lonesome shell you
are,

The somber songs hold you mo-

“tlonless, a 16-ton anchor on your

heavy heart, Margo Timmins' sug-
ary vocal.s hauntingly float atop a
mix of accordions, mandollns and
steel gnlm\n that mesh In a musical
Vcnclu[m gondola ride down the Mis.
slss)

Youn transfixed as the Junkies
alllx thelr unique stamp to Nell
Young's “Powerflnger.” But what
really gets to you is the emergenca
of Michael Timmins as a mystical
and masterful lyriclst,

- the dautlon fiories

Timmins penned seven of the al-
bum’s 10 songs and co-wrote another
with sister Margo, in whom he has
the perfect mouthplece for his tales
of betrayal, break-up and gut-
wrenching loncllness: “Never
thought & man could become 30 des-
perate/Never thought a life could
lose 50 much hope,” Marge moans in
“Thirly Summers.”

1t's only a record, you tell yourself
as your eyes well with mist during
“Escape Is So Slmple," a story of

doned love: “Yeah,
when we sald 'lorever'lwn: the cra-
2lest word that we knew/But I think
that inko it much better than I do
e

The album closes with “You'll Be
Loved Agaln,” ending a desolate
récord with a trace of optimism, but'
it's no use. You can't get up. You hit
the repeat button on the remota and
prepare for another vound of
catharsis. Alone,

— John Cortez
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PORTENT HUE
— Caterwaul

Probably one of the lamest,
cliched, and certainly the most
overused method af opening a record
review is with a definition from
Webster's dictionary, And, although
some of us have sworn off using this
partleular opening, In this case, us.
ing a dictionary deflnltion seems un-
avoidable,

You may have noticed that the
name of this band is Caterwaul. Not
very cntnhy, right? Some sort of re-
porter’s sixth sense told us (o look in
the dictionary for some Insight on
why the group chose this partlcular
name. Viola! Caterwaul is an actual
word. It means “to make a dlscor-
dant sound or shrick.” Ah, it's all be-
coming clearer,

As it turns out, Caterwaul is a
very appropriate name for the
group. Lead singer and general focal

point of the band, Betsy Martin, has -

an unusunl voice/wall that could be
most caslly described as being simi.
lar to that ol Slouxsie of Siouxsle nnd
e Banshees..
Her appearance Is a cross between

the blond carth mother look and a*

heavy metal grouple who abuses
black eyeliner, Her volce' ranges

from banshee-llke 3creeching In

“Alex's Aphrodisiac™ to a sublime
lapunn hl “Small Things In Heav-

When Caterwaul wants’ to be
Ni
P

discordant, as they are on approxi-
mately 80 percent of “Portent Hue,”

they succeed admirably, “Alex’s
Aphrodisclac” is filled to Lhe brim
with Mark Schafer’s chaotic guitar
In a “wall of sound” elfect, while
Martin experiments with her upper
vocal range,

However, all Is not chaos on “Por-
tent Hue” Two songs on the album,
“Small Things in Heaven” Is a
sparse acoustic number with Mar-
tin's gentile, ethereal vocals accom-
panied solely by a mandolin.

L.R.S. secms to be glving this band
time to make Its mark, as “Portent
Hue" is their third relcass on the
major Jabel, “Portent Hue” Is Ca-
terwaul's follow-up album to thelr
mildly successful 1988 nllzrlng “Pin
& Web.” For this relcase, they enllst-
«ed the help of producers Davld Ogll-
vie (Skinny Puppy) lnd Greg Ru:ly
(Sarah McLachlan). 1.
belleml in mohb:n:

‘We'll see what happens.

~ Jill Hamilton

VIOLET
AND BLACK
— Scott Merritt

“Violet and Black” is Scott Mer-
ritt’s third albumn but is his first to be
released in the U.S. Meritt's first two
records — “Serfous Interference”
and “Gravity is Mutual” — were
only distributed inside the bounda-
rles of his malive Canada, but al-
lowed him, as a virtual uoknown, to
work with some influential

He recorded “Serlous Interfer-
ence” at a studlo close in Hamilton,
Ontarlo, run by two brothers .~ Bob
and Danlel Lanols. On “Gravity Is
Mutual," guest artists included An-
drew Belew and avant-garde percus-
sionist David Van Tiey

Merritt is a songwriter in the trad-
ition of Bruce Springsteen, Robble
Robertson, and John Cougar,
whoops, make that John Mellan-
camp. In other words, he writes
good old American music, Strange,

since Merrilt is Canadian, He writes”

about the simple In

life — his hgmew of m
and lhv:dpeople who live there, Mer-
ritt lived in Brantford for his whole

life and “Viclet and Black” seems al-
most a tribute to the town. In a larg- '

er sense, Merriit's Brantford serves

nnmlcmmnlnrlbeuulvmll,

stories that we all know.

+ XTC in that It Is heavy on acoustic

fects one specific Brantford citizen’..

with the words, “Ok, look a Francls
standing in the rain/with that bird
held in his hand.”

The best songs on the album are
the ones that kick off each side —
“Burning Train” and “Radio Home.”
The poignant "B Tree” 1s a

Springsteen-esque tale, even to the

point of belng luug toa gj:] mmed
Mary. .

“Radic Home" sounds a bit'like’

guitar and rhythm,

“Are You Sending,* for minplu."' thy

is about the - floods that phpa..

Brantford In the
glns

spring. The song be-:
by describing bow the flood af- ..

I'm wal "“’«
. whyam Iwalting at nll:x’fu- MI




