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The Kalamazoo Institute of Arts features the works
of regional artists in geveral media. This recent ex-
hibit featured the works of artists In various media.

JIM JADGJFELO/stalt pholographer
Cocsar, 18 posed against the background of the
T

Air Zoo is
what’s up

By Willlam Coulant
staff writer

If you'd like to travel, but you're bringing
the klds and you're looking for something
they'll like, Kalamazoo Is the place,

The Kalamazoo Alr Zoo, near the airport
south of town, has an impresslve menageric
of alrcraft.

The collection includes World War It
combat planes and the DC-3, the alreraft

JIM JADGFELD/s1alt photographer

A U.S. Navy Crusader jet stands
guard outside the Kalamazoo Avia-
tion History Muscum. This model
doesn't y tly, but most of the

many stil] ber as the first
planc on which they lew.

The afr museum “pleces” all have anoth-
er unusual feature, said museum volunteer
Fred Russell,

“They all {ly," he said. “Weather permit-
ting, In the summer they fly a different one
every day.”

The 2 p.m. flights are a delight to the mu-
seum’s visitors, who can enjoy the show
from the front of the museum, which is next
to the internatlonal aicport, Russell said.

The “Zoo™ Is named for its collection of
flylng fclines: Witdeats, Bearcats, Helleats
and Tigercats,

KALAMAZOO ALSO shares [n the state's

stained gfass “in a by y
Lowder,

By William Coutant
statf writer

Kalamazoo is much more than a
traln stop with a funny name.

Unlike “the freckled face kid” in
the song “I got a gal in Kalamazoo”
made famous by Glenn Miller, this

The “Woman with Ralsed Arms,” a bronze by Doris

Paw, offer tours and free samples.

A newer venture that Is catching
on js the Katamazoo Brewing Com-
pany, which offers tours and tasting
in its cozy downtawn brewery.

VISITORS TO Kalamazoo will
find a city well endowed in the arts,

Kalamzaoo has a well-cstablished

city of about 80,000 in
Michlgan Is all grown up. And it has
something for just about everyone,

Qn 1-94, halfway between Detroit
and Chlcago, Kalamazoo boasts not
only an Industrial and commercial
base, but the amenitles to go aleng
wlith a much larger clty.

‘The Amtrak train statlon s only
two blocks from the clty's downtown
shopping distrlct.

Kalamazoo's downtown mall, the
first such mall in the country, fca-
tures a luxury hotel complex with in-
door shops and restaurants, Gll-
more’s and Jacobson's stores, cales
and smaller speclalty shops,

For the kids, Kalamazoo has a mu-
seum with speciat traveling displays;
the Kalamazoo Alr Zoo, an alreraft
museum near the clty's airport
[eaturing vintage alrplanes that still
fiy; an antlque auto museum that s
open from May to October; a nature
center with a working farm; a bird
sanctuary with resldent wild tur.
keys; and a hatchery with several
fish on display In their natural envi-
ronment.

‘The Kalamazoo area is famous for
producing some of Michigan's best
wine. Two area vintners, St. Jullan
and Warner Vintards In nearby Paw

* By Willlam Coutant
stalf writor

K’zoo: It has
its own brew

theater pany that
produces plays, muslcals and other
performances throughout the year.

‘The Ollve Garden. Mr. Steak and the
national fast food chatns. But Kata-
mazoo offcrs some unusual dining
establishments,

Le Metropol, atop the Kalamazoo
Center, speciallzes in French cuisine.
The Final Curtain, in the East Town
Mall, features full-length flims while
youdine,

Patrons of The Black Swann Inn
enjoy elegant dining while vlewing
I d A black swan on a

There Is also a , an art
museum and a ballet company.

WITH FOUR colleges and a popu-
latlon with a taste for everything
from country music to professlonal
hockey, Kalamazoo knows how lo
cntertain,

Wings Stadium is hame to the Kal-
amazoo Wings Hockey Club, a mem-
ber of the International Hockey
League. It also hosts everything
from rock concerts to swap mects.

Downtown nighclubs include
Chaps on Maln, which features llve
Jjazz, blues and comedy. Club Soda,
another downtown establishment,
brings in bands playing everything
Ifrom reggac to rock.

Several Kalamazoo nightclubs
play to students from Western Mich-
igan Universily, Kalamazoo College,

College and
Valley Community College, leaving
ne one’s musical taste, or urge to
dance, unsatisfied.

IF ALL this works up your appe-
tite, Kalamazoo has the variety of
restauranis at a varicty of prices,

You may recognlze many of them:

beer you usually buy in a store.

life”
| thathe declded to make It pay.

Bell has is making enough beer,
start his buslness, but it wasn't eas

“Industrial strength,” that’s what Larry Bell catled the kind of

the Kalamazoo man declded to brew his own beer without
the pasteurizing and filtering that bring a brew to “an inch of its

Bell found he could make good beer with a good head without

all the processes that sap beer and ale of thelr body and flavor.
His beer was 30 well-liked, and his operation became so large,

“IOUTGREW a home-brewing hobby,” Bell sald.
Now, after almost five years in the business, the only trouble

Bell managed to convince n.locul bank to loan hfm $7,000 to
.

lake tucked away in the beautiful
Parkview Hllls subdivislon.

SPEAKING OF imports and am-
biance, Kalamazoo also has its share
of unusual establishments, geared
for a special clientele.

* The Pllsen Klub, in the basement
of Waldo’s on Western's campus
serves up 55 imported beers and a
quiet, cozy and comfortable atmos-
phere.

Patrons can enjoy their favorite
tmported brew and conversation be-
fore the bar's fireplace.

AND {F you plan to stay overnight
or for the weekend, Kalamazoo has a
place.

Hotels Include Hollday, Ramada,
Red Roof and the Kalamazoo Center
inns.

Feor something different, Kalama-
200 also offers bed and breakfast
inns. ’
One B & B, the Stuart Avenuc Inn,
is in one the city's historic areas, just
west of the clty’s downtown,

Whether you spend a day or a
weekend, Kalamazoo witl prove a lot
more than a whistle stop.

history.

The distinctive Yellow Cabs were made
In Kalamazoo. The plant now makes parts
for General Mators.

But during the warmer months, the Gil-
more Classlc Car Club Muscum, 15 miles
north of Kalamazoo, shows off its collection
of 120 antique cars on afternoons,

Kalamazoo’s muscum, in the library
bullding downtown, features traveling ex-
hiblts, such as realistlc dinosaurs that

museum's vintage planes take
turns flying during the warmer
monihs, much to the delight of visi-
tors to this popular attraction.

move, and the historlc collection “The Trea-
sure Chest of Toys.”

It features permanent attractions as well,
like an Eqyptian tomb, an Invention Center
and a planetarlum.

VISITORS TO the 600-acre Kalamazoo
Nature Center can enjoy 11 trajls that wind
thraugh mcadows and woodlands, as well as
an Interpretive center, a restored home-
stead and a worklng farm.

The Ketlogg Bird Sanctuary allows walks
on tralls among the wild turkeys and
peafowl that life there. The sanctuary's
Wintergreen Lake is host to thousands of
migrating Canada goose each fall.

The Michlgan Fisherles Interpretive Cen-
ter, 6% miles west of the city, features sev-
cral specles of fish in thelr natural environ-
ment.

Who knows? Parcnts might find they en-
Joy the sights more than the kids do.

JIM JADGFELD/stal photographer

The decor is authentic, tunctional and comfortable at the Stuart Avenue

Bed and Breakfast.

Eat, sleep,
be cheery

By Wlitlam Coutant
staff writer

Kalamazoo has ils share of hotels and
motels, from the luxurious Kalamazoo Cen-
ter Inn to Heliday, Ramada and Sheraton
Inns and less expensive Red Roof and
Knight's Inn,

But for those looking for somethlng dif- -

ferent, Stuart Avenue Inns may be the an-
swer. .

“We have two basle types of cllentele,”
sald Innkeeper Bill Casteel. “We have 4 lot
of businessmen durlng the week and a dif.
fcrent kind of weekend guest.”

‘Those weekend guests, who could be par-
ents of graduating callcge senlors or “ro-
mantic couples — he's from Detrolt, she's
from Chlcago” — enjoy the lrapplngs and
amenities of restored late 19th century
houses once owned by Kalamazoo's most
wealthy and Influential families.

All five houses are decorated for the peri-
od, and supper, as well as breakfast, can be
part of the stay.

IF YOU'D RATHER dine at a restaurant
during your stay, there arc plenty from
which to choose, from famlllar chalns, like

Olive Garden, to the less famlliar and dis
tinctive restaurants.

Chardonay's features a large wine sejec.
tion, Le Metropol, In the Kalamazoo Center
complex, speciatizes in French culsine,

The Final Curtaln shows full-length flims
while customers enjoy a drink or dinner.
Not surprisingly, it’s also pext door to a the-
ater complex in the East Towa Mall,

The Black Swann, named for the beauti-
ful Imported birds natlve to Western Aus-
tralia, features entrees from Chateaubriand
to Michigan Trout, table-side food prepara.
tlon, a beautiful open dining room with a
Ilreplace, and a spectacutar view of a lake
graced with waterfowl, includlng the swans.

AFTER DINNER, Kalamazoo offers a
wide varlety of entertalnment, including
one bar geared for less volume — and less
nolse. e

The Pllsen Klub, on the campus of West-
ern Michlgan Unlversity, serves $5 varie-
tics of imported beer, some specialty drinks
and even a special Latvlan dinner.

But the quict, cozy bar offers patrons a
good place for some relaxing conversation.

Here you can watch pour nice Hacker-
pschorr Weiss beer, add a slice of lemon
and enjoy. Be careful not to pour to fast,
this beer has body that won't quit.

Some of the bar's patrons come from the .
“splllover” of large “college night” crowds
from other bars, sald bartender Mark
Hamady.

“They come in here and It’s qulet, Hama-
dy said, “They really like that. It's a nice
change."

“Trylag to convince a bank (o loan you maney to start a
brewery? Most of ‘em wouldn't even tatk tome.” -

. But they're talking to him now. The brewery, which sells much

+ of its beer and ale In southeastern Michigan, including Troy, Ann
Arbor, and Bi s for o $30,000

.loan to increase Its capacity and sell in northern Indlana and

. southern Wisconsin as well o3 other parts of Michigan,

THE OPERATION Ls still small, using 20-year-old schoal seup
cookera and beer cartons that advertise more familiar brands.
: Stll, customers are loyal to the brews, which come In a varlety
.+ of styles, from dark ale to palo beer. Lo
+“I'lave it," sald Dan Miller, a Dearborn Helghts native who
lives in Knlamarod and no longer drinks hls better-known
namesake. “I buy it by the gallon, 5o it's not much inore expen.
slve than a regular 12-pack.” .o ¥

But for some, there’s the rub, The beer retalls for from $10 or
moro for n:lx-g::k. Bell sald the price Is relative when it comes
to enjoying his beer, . p -

“IF YOU'RE eating some splcy food, you really want a beer
that will stand up to it, not something you drink like water,” Bell
« sald, !

. The brewery has mado 11 dlifereat types of beer or ale since
!its opening. Some, such as Bell's Best Brown Ale, are standbys,
‘whila others, Like Two Hearted Ale have had swinga in popularie

JIMJADGFELO/s1aff photographer

Brewmaster L,arryA Bell-has found a market for the
beer and ale mado t his small Kalamazoo browery.
Bell has enjoyed enough success in-his nearly five

yoers in the b that he to expand his
oporation’ and sell his products in northern Indisna
and southern Wisconsin. o

“I don't know,” Bell sald with a laugh. “Whav's our flavor of
the month?"
BELL'S BREWS also have dlstinctive labels, most often made
from drawings of local “characters,”
- Bell sald his brewing process and sging time vary depending
on the type-of brew, Ho alss does some experimental brewing for
a lJocal splce company. .

A city of arts
in all seasons

By Willlam Coutant
staft writor

Don't let Kalamazoo's sizo fool you,

‘Thanks to four colleges and a large group
of professionals willing to support the arts,
this city of some 80,000 can hold Its own
with blgger towns in the arcas of theater,
dance, music and art.
. Kalamazoo's Civie Thealer bs enjoying ts
813t scason, while the New Vie In Kalama-
200 and The Barn Theater {n nearby Gales-
burg both offer professional productlons,

Western Michigan Unlversity also hosts

oft-

Broadway musicals, at Miller Auditorium
on campus.

THE Kalamazoo Symphony, under the di.

rection of Yoshim! Takeda, & pupll of the

late Cleveland b George

Szell, provides a forum for some of the
world's finest visiting classical performers.

This year viollnist Nadja Salermo-Sonnen-
berg and conductor Yechudl Menuhin are
among the featured guest performers.

In the warmer months, the phony
performs autdoors in Its free series of Sym.
phonles In the Park.

THE Kalamazoo Institule of Arts is the
hub of a thriving regional art community,

‘The institute, in the clty's downtown, has
hosted coilections of artlsts from Patlo Pl-
casso to Andy Warkol,

Permancnt collections include works by
Alexander Calder and Charles Birchfield,
along with r&im in & varlety of media by
reglonal artists,

‘The institute tries to bring art in Its many
forms to'a wido zudlence, curator Helen
Sheridan sald. -

A current exhibit features works of art.
Ists in two media. This September, the
works of Chleago artist John. Himmelfarb
will be shown in a special exhibit; s

Kalamazoo also has a ballet“company

iglts2stseason,
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