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Update on mail campaign

Dear Readers: Last year I started
my Less is Better campaign to see if
3rd class “junk” mail could be de-
creased.  After receiving  many
suggestions, I promlsed to follow up
after new rate changes were pro-
posed.

The Postal Service has now peti-
tloned the Postal Rate Commisslon
to increasc all postal rates, with pro-
posals for a 30-cent first-class rate
and 18,5 cents for regealr third-class
bulk. mailing.-Various dlscounts for
Items such as presorled regular sa-
turation mail could dip the cost as
tow as 11.3 cents and non-profit
down to as little as 7 cents per ltem.

Alter studying the sltuatlon in
depth, I find that junk mail is only
the tlp of the iceberg of postal prob-
lems. The Postal Service has invest-
ed millions of dollars In automated
cquipment in recent years but falled
to properly antlclpate the cost of
putting it into usc. As a result, the
post office will face a $7.5 bllllon
deflelt without the proposed in-
crease, The sad fact Is that the post
office Is in desperate nced of the
largest volumes of mall It can get In
order (o provide revenues to pay for
Its huge investments.

When 1 told the Secretary of the
Board of Governors of the Postal
Service that I was conslderlng a na-
tlonal letter writlng campaign last
year, he told me, “Good! Send us all
the letters you can get, We'll make 5
cents on every letter, so I hope we
get a million letters! Boy, will we
make maney on that!" In light of our
nation’s waste dls] i problems, I
find that attitude disheartening,

WHEN THE LAST rate increase
went Into effect, third-class bulk
mail volumes did decrease slightly
and the proposed ncreases should
lighten the load of targeted bulk
mall conslderably more. Despite
popular opinlon, first class malt does
not subsldize third-class costs. In
fact, It is estimated that if there was
only lrst-class mall, stamps would
cost aboul 50 cents.

My present concern is about satu-
ratlon mail (items dellvered to cvery
address within & glven area) which is
given rock bottom rates because it is
presorted and easy to deliver. Be-
cause It will continue to be so inex-
pensive, I fear we will see even more
saturation mail belng dumped on
every address on carrler routes and
fewer carefully targeted items. This
could result in even greater volumes
of less interesting mail, not only for
people who don't want It, but also to
be handled in our already burgeon-
ing disposal systems,

The managment of the U.S Postat
Service s a monumental problem.
One knowledgeable Washington ex-
pert told me that the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice is very poorly managed and
that nclther Congress, the courts
“nor cven Ralph Nader” seem to
know how to correct its difficulties.

1f you are concerned about the Jow
cost of saturation mail and its ef-
fects on our environment, you can
write to George W. Haley, Chair-
man, l’ostnl Rate Commlssion, 1333
“{" St, N.W. Washington, D.C.
20268. Aspromlscd Tam forwarding
to him alt the letters T recelved last
year supporting this campalgn, My
thanks to all who wrote.

Feathery finale

Birdhouse contest winners announced

VER 100 seventh and ¢ighth
grade students in Wayne
and Oakland County
schools participated in the

“Best Blrdhouse Bullder Contest”
held at the International Builders
Home Flower Furnilure Show which
fust concluded an atlendance-setting
week in Detroit's Cobo Center,

‘The contest, a flrst and now Lo be
an annual event, was sponsored by
the Observer & Eccentric Newspa.
pers, the Bullders Assoclation of
Southeastern Michlgan, and the De-
partment of Natural Resources,

Seventy-two birdhouses submitted
by 108 seventh and clgth graders —
as Individuals or in lcams of two —
were on display during the bullders
show,

In al), there were 26 winning hous-
cs constructed by 35 contestants.
‘Top henors went to:

SEVENTH GRADE: Branden Bo-
gard, West Middle School, Plymouth,
a blueblrd house, first place; Damien
Fron, St. Valentine Catholle School,
Redford, wren house, sccond place;
Brigette Ohlrich, Our Shepherd Lu-
theran School, Blrmingham, bluebird
house, third,

EIGHTH GRADE: Amy Walroba,
St. Valentine Catholle School, Red-
ford, wren house, first; Patrick Horn,
Curt Smart, Hilbert Junfor High,
Redford, nyca(chcr, second; Carrie
Burrows, Susan Wiiltams, Hllbert
Junior High School, robin house,
third.

Honorable mentlons in the sev-
enth-grade dlvision went to: John
Doonan, St. Valentlne, Redford,
wren; Mike Danie, St. Valentine,
Redford, wren; Chethan Devireddy,

Detrolt Country Day, Blrmingham,
wood duck; Jim Guyeite, Milbert
Junlor High, Redford sparrow/fly-
catcher; Chris Prysok, St. Valentine,
Redford, wren; Christlne Greene,
Qur Shepherd Lutheran, Blr-
minghan, robln; Jason Kreltyke, St.
Valentlne, Redford, wren; Angela
Kovtun, Qur Shepherd Lutheran,Bir-
mingham, blucbird; Terrence Chan,
Detroit Country Day, Birmingham,
wren; Sarah Raymand, Detroit Coune
try Day, Blrmingham, bat.

In the clghth-grade category, hon-
orable mentions went to: Dennls
Rossl, Paul Kouba, Hilbert Junior
High, Redford, wren; Andy Artero,
Mike Yarbrough, Hilbert Junior
High, Redford, bluebird; Melissa
Dutton, Dawn 0'Connor, Hllbert Jun-
lor High, Redford, robln; Curt Smart,
Brlan Bowman, Hllbert Junior High,
Redferd, robln; Erlc Bowman, Nate
Norton, Hilbert Junior High Schoo),
wren; Len MHes, Our Lady of Re-
fuge, Orchard Lake, bal; Randy
Skutnick, Hilbert Junior High, Red-
{ford, wren; Mike Cebalt, Mlke Styles,

Hilbert Junlor High School, wren;

Joe Helm, Greg Hallman, Hilbert
Junlor School, Redford, wren; Tom
Crowley, Hilbert Juntor High, Red-
ford, blueblrd,

Judges were Tim Nowickl, Detrolt
Audubon Society, Royal Oak; Jim
and Evelyn Bonadeo, Bonadeo Bulld-
ers, Livonia; Randy Raymond, De-
partment of Natural Resources,
NonGame Wlldlife Fund, Lansing:
Corinne Abatt, Oakland County cre-
ative living editor, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers.

Birdhouses were deslgaed for a

specifie specles of bird. The nine cat- |

egorles were: purple martin, house
wren, bluebird, barred owl, robin,

Each student built a birdhouse
designed for a specific species of bird.
There were nine categories. . .

following DNR plans. :

wood duck, great crested flycatcher,
American kestrel and the little
brown bat. Each partlclpant fol-
lowed plans from the book “Wood-
working for Wildllfe,” which de-
scribes the habitat needs of cach spe-
cles written by the DNR.
Participating schools Included: St.
Valentine, Redford; West Middle
Schoal, Plymouth; Hilbert Junfor
High School, Redford; Lowell Junfor
High School, Westland; West Maple
Middle School, Birmingham; Detrolt
Country Day, Birmingham; Novi
Middle School, Novl' Qur Shepherd
Lutheran School, Blrmingham; Ous
Lady of Refuge, Orchard Lake.
First-place winners will recelve a
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Use your dishwasher
only when it is tull.
Turn it off when
the final wash eycle
is completed and
open the door,

Your dishes will
air-dry, 1Us best ty
use your dishwasher
in the cool of the
evening,

Harry S. Wolfe, REALTORS®
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3rd TOCATI

The Finest Available

On Cwic Center Drive and Berg Road
One block east of Telegraph

Just ask for Sue of Margeaux

Yamaha electronle keyboard, the
two second-place winners will
receive Roller Hockey Blade skatcs;
and the two third-place winners wil
each recelve a Nintendo Game Boy, «
Twenty honorable mention
winners will receive a Sony radig
headphone set. All students whose
birdhouses were displayed at the
builders show wlil recelve a $35 gif
certificate from Harmony House, #
hard-bound book, “The Blrds Around
Us,” and a certificate of achieve:
ment from the O&E. 4
Teachers of first, second and third
place winners will recelve a $200
gllt certlficate designated for u:e
schoaol program of thelr choice,

(313) 352-0208

Prudential’s natlonally acclaimed “Real ks
tatc Dynamlics™ at no charge or if you are
experenced and wish to combine your
seniority with our honored 65 year repu.
tation in a state of the art Real Estate of
fice designed for top production, call now
to make an appointment «to sce what the
power of the rock can do for you,

will soon open their 3rd Livonia of

fice in the prime vicinity of 6 Mile
and Ncnhurbh We currently welcome an
sales
:mocl:tzs dc‘lr{ng to Incru.uc their carcer
$ $ 8. 1f you are newly Heensed we will
areange for professional tralning with The

’E‘ he Prudential Harry 8. Wolfe, Realtors

Build your future on The Rock."
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1n 1989, The Prudentlal Harry S.
Wulie, REALTORS was recognlzed as
the top listing Prudentlal firm for che
Nurth Central United States.

Join our team of

professional, sales

associates who are the

backbone of our family -
owned, 3rd generation
company. Call now for
a personal appointment
with Jack Dickson,

421-5660

32398 Five Mile
Real Estato Affillates, Inc.

Our sales associates were honored for having the
highest per-person sales production.
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