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ORRY, Mayor Fox.

You may not be “convinced there's a
real need” for legitimizing pole-mounted
basketball backboards and hoops in front

or minimum stde yards.

But we're convinced.

Hundreds of such backboards and hoops al-
ready exist in Farmington Hills. They're very
popular.

‘As councilman Larry Lichtman bluntly put it:
“Farmington Hills' lime could be better spent
worrying about things othier than basketball
hoops.™

Put another way, chief zoning code enforce-
ment officer Lee Blizman’s inspectors have more
important zoning matters to pursue,

Suddenly, the city should ticket residents who
dare defy an overbearing ordinance and prose-
cyte them in 47th District Court, where they face
a-misdemeanor penalty of up to 90 days in jail
and a $500 fine?

Should that scenario ever arise, the TV news
hounds would be licking their chops. Such Big
Brother antics are exactly the kinds of confron-
tation they thrive on.

MAYOR FOX, we trust your city council col-
leagues know better tonight and vote to cnact a
proposed zoning text amendment that allows one
garage- or pole-mounted backboard and hoop
per front or minitnum side yard per house.

* The change doesn't zap all control, Under it,
_poles must be within the third of the yard nearest
the house. They've always been allowed in rear
yards, some side yards and on garages.

Sure we're concerned about safety.

But the lack of stdewalks in many subdivisions
has prompted some change in lifestyle. Chasing a
basketball into the street is no more dangerous
than skateboarding in the street.

And the parent who suggested he'd rather have
kids playing on the driveway than unattended on
a playground makes a lot of sense to us.

As for the tacky appearance of some poles,
kboards or hoops, il Terry Sever s
right. That's often just a symptom of blight.

“For those who have unsightly basketball

asketball

Enact change in Hills zoning

We think it’s un-American to
encroach more into private lives
and impose government’s will on
— egad! — playing basketball.

hoops in their driveway,” he sald, “they probably
need their trim painted, garage door straight-
ened and bushes trimmed.”

NOISE AT all hours of the night is a legitimate
complainl. But that preblem can be best ad-
dressed through the disturbing-the-peace ordi-
nance,

The pending zoning change notwithstanding,
subdivislons still have the wherewithal in their
bylaws to ban or limit pole placement and de-
sign. Homeowner assoclations would have to en-
force any restrictions through clvil prosecution,
however,

Granted, it's hard to amend subdivision by-
laws. But to do so would underscore the depth of
an association’s commitment lo regulating the
poles.

Fox wonders if we're sending a message that
“if enough people don't care to conform to some
part of zoning ordinances, therefore we alter the
ordinances to make things legal."

No, mayor, that's not the message.

IF THE poles are so destructive to our com-
munity, why hasn't there been a hue and cry to
enforce the ordinance banning them? Why hasn't
the city taken the initiative to enforce the ordi-
nance or even publicize it?

Resident Richard Corey, who opposes the
amendment, may think, “It's almost un-Ameri-
can to talk about not playing basketball. But we
have lo face up to it.”

We think it's un-American to encroach more
into private lives and impose government’s will
on — cgad! — playing basketball.

By the way, a fresh coal of pole paint and new
hoop cords should be on every household's spring
cleanup checklist where appropriate.

know your government

Looking for intormation about
state government? The League
of Women Voters has a toll-iree
lelephone service  (1-800-292-

$823) that may be helpful,

The league’s Cilizen Informa-
tion Center in Lansing olers 1o
help people find out about such
things as pending legislation, the

stale constitution, election laws,
voting regulations or tax informa-
fion,

The tclephone is answered
from 10:30 a.m, to 3:30 p.m.
weckdays,

The telephone service is paid
for by the league’s education
fund. The League of Women Vot-

b7

o

. [¢)
ON PAY-PER-VIEW
TITLEFOR TITLE!

WWF
INTERCONTINENTAL
CHAMPION.

TIMATE .
- WARRIOR:::

PAY PER VIEW
HOTLINE
422-0224
ORDERS TAKEN
DAY OF EVENT

53 495

el e}

MetroVision,

~ Channel 20 in Livonia & Oakland
Channel 37 in Redford

. s retar g vt amet
seoprmnt et oy 108 Tirtemy
e

et 3
o o oy P e

ers is a non-proft organization
that works to keep voters inter-
este¢ and informed about gov-
ernmental issues.

© Twice a week is betler

The #1 Filness Program
In the World
'FIRST CLASS |

FREE!
Now Students Onty
Hot Good With Any Othor OC(MJ

Expiros April 1, 1650

L

Farmington Hills ~ 788-2445
Plymouth 478-2266
Southficld 477-7787

o
«

o
/o

47748 GRAND RIVER AVENUE
VIllage Commons Matl
FARMING 1Ot

477-7777

.+ tonmony i s ot 0

$150 REBATE*
AIR CONDITIONING
SALE

Inntalled
ForAs
Low As

$1195% -
City Permits
Extra

8 THDL. 018 Shown
“Rledale

oltersd by

deaiw.

' We're Nat
Comfortable Untll You Ate

TRU (F‘:TEMP

Heating &\, Cooling, Inc.
Commerclul § 7 pr o

Garden Clty  Canton Township
427-6812 881-6600 -

' Observer column stirs

response from citizen

The writer, Julicann Hovane-
sian, is a Farmington Hills resi-
dent.

THIS LETTER s in responsc to
the article, “Where was the public at
clty study sesslon?” (March 19),
written by your able staff wrlter,
Joanne Mallszewskl.

In it, she critlclzes cltlzens for not
attendlng the March 13 study session
of the Farmington Hills City Councll,
where the council as a whole, rather
than as a three-member panel, was
to study and discuss ideas for flnan-
clal considcratlons for major mat-
ters of concern to the clty.

Joanne Is very critical that the
public did not attend the meeting. 1
do not know why others dld not at-
tend, but T had a commitment that
prevented me from going to the
meeting.

However, 1 had consldered golng
prior to the meeting, and abandoning
my other commitment, but 1 was
told by certaln members of the coun-
ell, who I choose not to name, that
this would be a study session only
and there would be no opportunity
for public input.

The same councllperson, at my
suggestlon, requested that the study
sesslon be televised, but the city
manager chose not to televise it,
stating that, for now, only regular

guest column

meetings of the council will be tele-

I HAVE Inquired what was accom-
plished at the study session, I wonder
why Joanne does not mention this at
all in her statement. This Is definite-
1y not a case of apathy.

However, I hope Joanne realizes
that the cltizens were angry at the
undemocratic handling of delibera-
tions for the elty by a pancl of only
three members. Now the council of
seven, who were elected for this pur-
pose, are golng to study the matters.

T hope there will be better atten-
dance at futire study sesslons, since
they will not be televised, It seems.

But the important thing is that the
citizens be present if they have a
concern, when there Js an opportuni-
ty for publlc input and the matters
are brought before the public durlng
regular councll meetings,

Hopefully, the public will be notl-
{led of these future study sessions, Is
that a practice we can cxpect to see?
Do they really want the public at
these study sesslons?

MY COMPLIMENTS to Joanne.
She did a wonderful job reporting
the matter when the Citlzens Sup-
porting Open Meetings had its suc.
cessful effort. 1 wonder if someone
put her up (o writing this article on
the 19th.

I do not think she can doubt our
sincerity when she realizes how
much work goes Into such a citizen
uprising. It s an unbellevable
amount of work and there is certaln.
ly no pay — except 1o sce that things
are set right for the democratlc pro-
cess.

My famlly and I are watching all
televised councll meetings now with
great tnterest. I am sure the publle
appreciates seelng these meetings on
TV, Instead of apathy, we are get-
ting ‘mare and more iaterest and
particlpatlon, I would say.

The best thing that could happen
would be I the study sesslons could
be televlsed. Since there s no oppor-
tunity for public Input, that way al
residents could write to the council
their feelings on matters being dis-
cussed.

from our readers

Write your
lawmakers

To the edltor:

I recently wrote my state senator
«concerning high auto Insurance rates
and the industry’s poor regulation,

He replied that by carefully study-
ing prospective policles, I may save
considerably. He added that the in-
surance Industry [s one of the most
regulated In Michigan.

1 wrote the senator back, remlind-
Ing him that sinee the auto Insurance
Industry Is exempt from anti-trust
laws, they can “price-fix” by basing
thelr rates on average costs of the
most expenslve carrlers.

1 added that over 50 percent of the
state regulators are hired from the
aute Insurance Industry; and of
those, more than 50 percent are, in
turn, hired back to the industry.

T compared the Insurance regula-
tors to the federa) auditors that gave

Charles Keating's S&L a glowing re-
vlew, and are now working for him
privately at salarles of over $1 mil-
lion.

My senator has slnce replicd with
more infarmation, as well as coples
of recent House and Senate bills. It
seems there'’s no time llke an elec-
tion year to tell your legislators
what you think.

Timothy Lachowski,
Farmington J11lls

We must live
harmoniously

To the editor:

Within our socicty, there exist so
many dlfferent forms of social
abuses and social injustices — all
wlithin a world that we as human be.
Ings must live in together.

How many of us claim to believe
In God, but don't care about what
happens to our fellow human beings?
Tt should not matter what type of job
you have, Nor should it matter what
class you're in. We should not be put-
ting down people because they aren’t
rich or because they haven't got a
sult and tie job.

We as human belngs have created
invisible barriers to divide each
other. With the enormous rate of ills
that plagues mankind, we cannot
Jjust become a people of cold-hearted
on-lookers. There comes a time
when we must take 2 stand, take
sides — hopefully, the right side.

Aprll is National Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month. White we learn to
love our children, maybe we can ro-
tearn about what It means to love
cach other as brothers, sisters and as
friends, to learn what it means to be
a human being, the purpose for our
being.

Vernon Klelpinski,
Farmington Hills
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Saturday, March 31
9am. - 3 p.m.
St. Mary Hospital Auditorium

fﬂEE health screening includes:

* Health Hazard Appraisal
* Height/Weight

* Blood Pressure

* Vision/Glaucoma

* Optional Tests

* Pulmonary Function Test

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 464-4800, EXT. 2433

i

@St. Mary Hospital

18479 W. FIVEMILERD.
LIVONIA, MICHIGAN a1 34
464-4100

2@

Dlus Croes Dlue Bhleld of Michigan

* Counscling/Referral

* Dictary/Medication
Counseling

* Mental Health Awareness

* Skin Cancer Screening

* Must be 18 years or older

United Health Organization

7
@ Q J

[N



