STEPHEN CANTRELL/statf phatogruphor

A motorist on Lone Pine Road narrowly escapes the jaws of the
“Black Hole of West Bloomfield” — winner of the O&E’s Oak-
land County Pothole of the Year contest.
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lack Hole’ wins Oakland pothol

By C, L. Rugenatoln

tween Mlddle Belt and Orchard Lake
statf writor

Road, the hole has been a blg crowd
displeaser for [famllyfriends and
nelghbars of the Millers,

“IUs certainly a challenge {lo
drive It),” Nadlne Miller said afier
being notlfled of her candldate’s win.
“You can ejther go up on samebody's
lawn, or east In the westbound lane
to avold it.”

Miller, who sald they've previous-
ly had cars thrown out of allgnment
by hitting potholes, noted the dan-
gers they pose for pedestrians.

"You have to swerve to avold the
patholes — and untll recently, there
was no place for joggers and walkers
to exereise but on the roads.” she
said. “Miller suggested that the bad
weather was responsible for this
year's pothole crop.

“I think we had a very bad season,
alot of raln It was a good year for
potholes.”

BUT POTHOLES are as much a
slgn of spring in Mlichigan as cro-
cuses blooming, suggested Sue
McDowell of Bloomtleld Hills.

“They know this is Mickigan, and
they know this is golng to happen,”
she sald. McDowell’s entry was flrst-
runner up, a real Buick-basher {*]
drive a Bulek”) of a hole she sald.

“The hole is on the south side of
Big Beaver east of Woodward, be-
tween Adams and Wrenwood.

McDowell, who works as a volun-
teer in Royal Oak Beaumont Hospl-
tal's parenting program also nomi-
nated the second runner-up, a series

These pothales! They lie In walit —
Jjust beyond that innecent lookling dip
in the road or around that curve —
walting to jump up and teke a bite
out of your car,

But, thanks to the help of readers
who partlclpated In the Observer
and Ececenteic’s first annual Oakland
Caunty Pothole of the Year contest,
we know where some of them are,

And even beiter, the contest
caught the cye of the people who
could do somethlng about it.

Said Brent 0. Bair, deputy manag-
Ing director of the Oakland County
Road Commission in a letter to the O
& E, “We at the road commisslon

. have a sincere interest in locat-
Ing. . .and repairing . . . pothales.

“We deeply appreclate all assist-
ance from our custamers,” Balr con-
tinued, noiing that the department
can’t “be everywhere and see every-
thing,” on the county's 1,400 miles of
paved roads. (The road commission
has an overail total of 2,400 tmlles of
road under Its jurisdlction.)

“WE NEED ALL the cooperatlve
input we can get from our custom-

Well, here it s, then, compliments
of our readers.

The winner ls! — direct from Lone
Pine Road, “The Black Hole of West
Bloomfield,” nominated by Harvey
and Nadinc Mliter,

Located on the north slde of the
road, just west of Strathdale, bo-
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of potholes and crevices on 13 Mille
Road, between Woodward and Beau-
mont Hospital,

“Al the people 1 work with
cheered when I sent It In,” she said.

The only problem with (hat
pothale is that it’s out of the county’s
jurlsdictlon and in Royal Oak's, said
John Joy spokesman for the road
commission,

“The thing that's imporiant, that
gets lost In the Issue, ls the fact that
we have that 2,400 miles of road. No

le contes

matter how conselentlols an organl:
zatlon may be, it can’t look at qll of

The department expects citizens
to report potholes and other road
prohlems, Joy said. v

“About 60 percent of our input
comes from citizen Feparts to the
services department.”

Twa cltizens have spoken. The ball
— or pothole, that Is — is in the road
commisston's court — so take it,
OCRC.

OU offers ‘Confidence’ class

The Oakland Unlversity Continu-
um Center wlill ¢ffer a workshop on
confidence building Tuesday at the
Signature Inn In Auburn Hills,

The workshop is designed to Leach
personal growth experience that can
be Imparted to students, employces
or clients, Partlcipants will learn the
perception and applleation of self-es-
teem,

DON'T
REPLACE...

Jackle McCarroll will present'the
workshop and truck the effects of
personal value systems, perfection
levels, positlve and negative “sel!A
talk™ and internal eriticlsm.

The workshop will be from 9 am.
to 4 p.m., at a cost of $55. Additional
Information can be obtained — 2nd
reservatlons made — by calling 370
3033
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