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Excalibur’s executive chef turns restauranteur

By Alice Colllns

of Wilk's life since shortly after it
slatt wrller

was opencd by Pat Archer in 1978
durlng the peak of the disco craze to
become one of the hottest
discotheques in metropolitan  De-
troit. It's since seitled Into a popular
restaurant — featuring prime beef,
pasta and flown-In scafood — with
danclng and entertainment.

i " Executlve chef Marly Wilk tuined
{into restaurateur Marly Witk this

i month when he became sole owner

tof Southfleld's poputar Excalibur

{ restaurant,

E Excallbur’s been an Integral part

“'Marty Wilk, chet/owner of Excalibur, still spends time in the kitchen. His childhood dream was to own his own restaurant, At

. 32,1t's come true.
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Wilk's life dream was to own a
restaurant. Now, at 32, it's come
true.

“It's every chef’s dream to own his
own business,” Wilk sald last week.
I knew what I wanted early In Iife.”

Wik worked for Archer as execu-
tive chef and basically managed the

Northwestern, Frankin and 12 Mile
come together.

ONE OF THE FIRST things Wilk
wants to do is alter the image of
some that Excalibur is exclusive and
out of range for many. “Excalibur’s
Intlmidating to a Iot of people,” said
Wllk. “They remember the times
when Liza Minnelli and Frank Sina-
tra came around. We opened as a
lrendy, But that’s not what we arc
now.”

Also, the restaurant's malntained
a dress code that required men to
wear a sport coal after 7 p.m.

In order to make it less intimidat-
ing, Wilk started a 4-7 p.m. cocktali
hour, “relaxed the dress code a Iit-
tle,” and, yes, is now accepting food
orders via the fax,

“For the cocktall hour we're ad-
vertising affordable drinks — that's
better than saylng reduced prices —
and we serve compllmentary,
cooked-10-order hors d'oeuvres. That
way the customer doesn’t have to
pick food out of a common dish.”

As tor the dress code, “we certain-
1y do not let in blue jeans,” he said.
*“But slacks and a nlce sweater, I've
Eo to Jet n. We want to get away
from the intimidatlon factor.”

restaurant. And he continued in that
capacily after Archer dled about 18
months ago. By buying the Excallbur
stock from the Archer estate, Wilk
becomes sole stockholder,

The restaurant, at 28875 Franklla
Road, s at one of Southtield’s high-
proflle Intersections where

EXCALIBUR 18 closed to thepub-
lic on Sundays forprivatepartles. It
also has a large calering business
and off-site private partics,,"We do
Governor Blanchard's partles, we
dld the Michacl Jackson party when
he was in town,” sald Wilk.

Southfield City Councll last week
vated unanimously Lo approve the
transfer of the Excalibur state lquor
license, entertainment and dance
permlts frons stockholder Archer to
Wilk. The State Liquor Control Com-
mission requires the approval of the
local Jegislative body before author-
izing Lhe transfer,

“I walked it (city approval) to
Lansing yesterday and got it
stamped and approved,” he sald
Wednesday.

Wilk started in the restaurant
business when he was 14 years old.
While he was going to school he
worked at the Lundon Chop House in
Detroit as an apprentice. After gra-
duating from Chadscy Hlgh Schoal,
he went 1o Schooleraft College to be-
come a chel.

“] started everything carly In
life,” he satd. “I married my wife
Karen at 18. We now have three
tovely children and live in Farming-
ton Hills."”
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