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STORY THAT was told at eve.
ry family gathering has be-
come a motlon pleture,
“Coupe de Vilie.” Mike

Binder, origlnally from Blrming-
ham, s the guy who wrote the
screenplay and co-produced the flim
comedy,

Alan Arkin portrays the father,
the character who In real life is
Binder's late grandfather. The three
sons in the mavie {rom Unlversal
Studlos are based on three brothers,
one of whom {s Binder's father, Burt,
called Buddy.

Interviewed In his sulte at the
Radisson Hotel in Seuthficid, Binder
was getling ready to pack and leave,
The personable writer and perform-
er was in town on a publicity tour,
and had attended the Detrolt prem-
icre of “Coupe de Ville"” the night be-
fore, at the O!d Orchard In Farming-
tan Hills.

The mavle had its world premlere
at the Museum of Modern Art In
New York. "I took my dad to it, and
he toved it,” Blnder said. His father,
Burt, now llves In Florida. His
mother, Judy Trumbull, makes her
home [n Newport Beach, Callf.

OTHER RELATIVES still living
In the Detrolt area Include cousins,
and Uncle Bobby (one of the broth-
ers, played by Patrick Dempsey),
who lives in Birmingham. “He saw
the movie last night for the first
time,” Blnder sald last week.

“Coupe de Ville” also had prem-
{eres a few wecks ago at a Los Ange-
les celebrity gala and in Taronto,

“Audlences honestly love this
movle,” Binder sald. “Time maga-
zine loved it." He sald some critics
have complained that the story ls not
new, that it's a foregone conclusion
the young brothers who take thefr
Dad's car to Florida are golng to
smash it up along the way.

Binder declared, “It's a very
sweet llttle fable. This 'story has
been told a million times, My father
and hls brothers tock this trip to
Florida and smashed up the car.

“They told this story for 30 years.
I reallzed it was a point In their life
when they left like three slblings,
and there was a moment when three
brothers share something."

BINDER SAID he has put six
years of his life into turning the sto-
ry into & movie. Making the film has

1S NOW a

JOHN STORMZAND

Mike Binder, who went to high school in Birmingham, talks
about the tilm “Coupe de Viile,” which tells about an experi-
ence shared by his father and his father's two brothers,

been cnormously satisfying. “I'm
only golng to work on things I think
are meaningful,” he said,

Although he has been fn show bust-
ness for many years, Binder is just
31 years old. He started dotng come-
dy at 17 In Ann Arbor, went to Cali-
fornia at 18 and worked as a stand-
up comle and actor. He was in De-
trolt In 1984 to produce the Detrolt
Comedy Jam.

His scecnplay for “Couple de
Ville" origlnally was sold lo Para-
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5 GOOD REASONS
WHY'YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Serving this area for 25 yeors, We are now serving the
children and grandchlldren of our earfiest customers,

2. Knowledgeable people who know Maxican food eat here.

3, We wero tho first with our own style Nacho - and copled

by many.

y many. i .
4. Indopendant and famlly owned.
8, We‘movs recanlly remodeled and expanded end added

morelems o our menu.

TRINI

& CARMENS

WATERFORD

ANN ARBOR
X torial 1715 Telegraph
O rsge7 332-8951

mount. “It sat on a shell.” Then, Unl-
versal plcked it up, In the beginning.
Binder went to the producers for
Woody Allen. He chose them be-
cause, “Woody Allen was my high
school idol. I always wanted to make
movies for his company.”

Joe Roth, who was with another
company, wanted to direct the mav.
le. Binder rccailed, “At the flrst
meeting, Roth said, 'If this movie
works people wil go out of the the-
ater and call their brothers and sis-
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fers.' “ Those were the same senti-
ments Binder' always had about the
movle.

Binder sald the first 20 minutes of
“Coupe de Vllle" are set in Detroit.
You sce a sign that says, Detroit, and
the scene has 2 Midwestern feel, but
g:ln;lly was shot on locatlon In the

uth,

THE MOTOR CITY s where
RBinder grew up, He moved to Bir-
mingham in Junlor high school and
was graduated from Secahclm High
School. “California didn’t dilute me,"
he sald of his seripts, “The charae-
ters I write are very Mldwestern.”

Blnder's next flim is “Northern
Lights.” He said, “It's a Fox film
about 2 summer camp, Tamakwa, I
went to in northern Canada with a
bunch of Detrolt kids. There's a big
Tamakwa family (of campers) in the
Detrolt arca.”

“Northern Lights" will start fllm-
Ing in September. “We're now work-
Ing on a cast. I play Bob Handleman,
one of the head counselors, who's
been there for 15 years, It's exclt-
ing," he sald.

Although hls home Is on the West
Coast now, Binder said he doesn’t
have a Hollywooed lifestyle. His only
close {riend in show business is com-
fe Dave Coulier, “He's a friend of

mine and an old roommate. He's ~

{from this arca. We've been friends
{or 15 years."”

Binder has been married for the
last three years. His wife, Dlane, Is
not in the entertainment {leld. “She
runs a bank,"” Binder sald.
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1000 . to 5:00 p.n.
Yost Field House
(OO0 South SERE Stree
Ann Arbor M1

The Ann Arbor Flower
Sponsored by the University of Michigan
Matthael Botanteal Gandens

& Garden Show

Binder describes what it wan like working on
the movie. As scriptwriter and co-producer for

o

g < AR z i 2
“Coupe de Ville,” he was on the set every day
during filming

.
In scene from “Coupe de Ville," mechanic and brothers deal
with the damage to the (amily car. The movie sets the story in
the '60s instead of the '50s when the events of “the Cadillac
story" actually occurred.

April 15
11:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. — 3:30 p.m.

KIDS!!

During Bruach
Have Your Picture
Taken With The -
Easter Bunny
Just $2.00

To tempt your tastebuds here’s
just a sampling of the vast array. of
mouthwatering delights that await when you join us for Easter
Buffet. Carved Ham, Steamship Round of Beef, Roast Loin of
-|.. Pork, French Breast of Chicken, Blintzes; Scafood -Salad,

Waldorf and Greek Salads...eclairs, friit tarts, assorted tortes,
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lus much,

us and indulge, you d:scwg it . *

Al for only $17.95 for adults, $8.95 for cBildiea tnder |2

- ' 2.3 and chlldrén ander § freec———"" ..
CALL 3494000 FOR RESERVATIONS




